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The Redonda Restoration Programme has been formed by the Antigua & Barbuda
Government and EAG in collaboration with partners from the UK (Fauna & Flora
International, British Mountaineering Council), the USA (Island Conservation) and
New Zealand (Wildlife Management International Ltd).

One of the first steps will be to capture and move the remaining goats to Antigua,
where they will be cared for by the Department of Agriculture.

“The goats are starving to death on Redonda and must be removed for their own
sake,” explains Astley Joseph, Deputy Director of the Department of Agriculture. “We
believe it is important to rescue this rare breed because it could have useful drought-
adapted genes that would benefit other herds on Antigua and elsewhere.”

Rats will then be eradicated using a rodenticide bait that has previously been used
to restore more than 20 other Caribbean islands without harming native wildlife.
This is scheduled to be completed by mid-2017.

“We and other international organizations have offered our support because we
recognize that this is a very challenging yet globally important initiative” says Sophia
Steele, Eastern Caribbean Project Coordinator at Fauna & Flora International.
“Recent studies have identified Redonda as the most important island to restore in
the Eastern Caribbean due to its Critically Endangered wildlife and the high proba-
bility of lasting success.”

The new programme is funded by the UK Government’s Darwin Initiative, the
National Fish and Wildlife Foundation, the Taurus Foundation and private sponsors.
Additional technical and in-kind support is being provided by Caribbean Helicopters
and Syngenta Crop Protection AG.

Dr. Helena Jeffery Brown of the Department of the Environment says, “Antiguans and
Barbudans will be proud as Redonda becomes a role model for regional biodiversity
conservation. This will be yet another example of how this country is proactive in meet-
ing the national and international commitments it has made to conserve biodiversity.”

Antigua & Barbuda has a wealth of experience and success under the ongoing
Offshore Islands Conservation Programme which has, since 1995, removed rats and
other invasive pests from 15 islets closer to Antigua in the North East Marine
Management Area. This has saved the Antiguan racer — once the world’s rarest
known snake — from extinction, and enabled an incredible recovery of other native
animals and plants. Many tens of thousands of residents and tourists now visit and
enjoy Antigua’s pest-free islands every year.

“I am most excited to see the progression of recovery on Redonda once the threat
of invasive species is removed,” says local biologist Andrea Otto, who will be part of
the research team documenting the recovery process. “I want to see which types of
vegetation spring up first and which birds return. From what we have seen on the
smaller islands we have restored, the transformation will be incredible.”

For more information contact Dr. Helena Jeffery Brown at antiguaenvironmentdivi-
sion@gmail.com

Grenadines’ Citizen Scientists Study Seabirds

Alison DeGraff reports: Fishermen, conservationists, and tour operators from
throughout the Grenada and St. Vincent
Grenadines recently gathered to learn
how to identify seabirds, collect nesting
data on remote islands, and act as
advocates for wildlife conservation.

Nineteen participants took part in a
two-day workshop on Union Island in
St. Vincent & the Grenadines, which
was organized by the non-profit organi-
zation Environmental Protection in the
Caribbean (EPIC). Participants had one
day of classroom instruction from
experts in their field, and on the follow-
ing day tested their new skills in a guided field trip to nearby seabird colonies.

Natalia Collier, President of EPIC, commented, “While conducting field studies for
the book the Seabird Breeding Atlas of the Lesser Antilles, EPIC staff noted the
global importance of many Grenadines seabird colonies, some of which had never
before been surveyed. We identified this region as a priority for conservation action
and are now working with local communities to monitor and protect these last ref-
uges for nesting seabirds.”

Globally, seabirds are among the most threatened of bird groups, with 80 percent
of species in decline and 90 to 99 percent of seabirds lost from tropical islands. It is
believed that prior to European contact there were tens of millions of seabirds breed-
ing in the Caribbean region; now just a fraction remains.

Seabirds have been forced to nest on the most remote islands by encroaching
development, harvesting by humans, and predation by introduced animals like cats
and rats. Because these nesting areas are so inaccessible, they are rarely visited.
However, artisanal fishers, tour operators, and marine park staff periodically pass
by the islands or camp out while working at sea. Through this citizen-science and
stewardship project, known as the Grenadines Volunteer Patrol, residents are able
to collect data on these crucial nesting areas, such as the number of nesting seabirds
and signs of human impact.

Fishers and others who rely on the sea for their livelihood are familiar with sea-
birds, which often are used to indicate good fishing grounds and foretell weather
events. However, they are concerned about the diminishing number of birds they are
seeing and want to take action to protect their natural and cultural heritage. The
Grenadines Volunteer Patrol presents an opportunity for them to contribute valuable
data and act as stewards and advocates for often-neglected wildlife refuges and the
animals that depend upon them.

EPIC looks forward to hosting similar workshops throughout the region. The orga-
nization would like to thank participants for their enthusiasm and dedication, and
for taking time out of their schedules to make a real difference for conservation.

This project was made possible through funding from sponsors on the GlobalGiving
donation platform and contributions from BirdsCaribbean. Partners included the
Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry, and Fisheries of St. Vincent & the Grenadines.

Workshop instructors were instrumental to the success of the program. Dr. Will
Mackin provided technical instruction regarding identification and survey methods.
Juliana Coffey and Alison DeGraff shared their findings on local ecological knowl-
edge of seabirds collected from Grenadines citizens and illustrated how seabirds
have been associated with Grenadines’ cultural heritage for many centuries. (This
research is documented in their forthcoming identification guide, Birds of the
Transboundary Grenadines.) Lystra Culzac-Wilson of the Science Initiative for
Environmental Conservation and Education and graduate student Wayne Smart
provided perspectives on their experience studying seabirds in the region.

For more information or to get involved in protecting Caribbean seabirds contact EPIC
at info@epicislands.org.

If you'd like to donate to this project, visit www.globalgiving.org/projects/protect-
caribbean-seabirds.

Stay up to date on this initiative via Facebook at wwuw.faceboolk.com/epicislands,
wwuw, facebook.com/grenadinesbirds, and www.facebook.com/ sciencesvg.
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St. Kitts Marine Works
BOAT YARPHaul & Storage

LOCATED AT NEW GUINEA, ST.KIgnig62° 50.1« W Lat 17° 20.3+ N

*QUALITY SERVICE AT A GREAT PRICEZ

Special - 5% discount for full paymelatl and Launch $ 11 / ft.
Storage $ 8/ ft / mon®eat the Hurricane season rush. Have access
to your vessel to be launched at any time and not get stuck behind other boats.

Tie down available ($3/ft), backhoe available ($100/hr) to dig hole to put keel down
in etc. Pressure wash, Mechanics ($45/hr), Electricians ($45/hr), Welding and
Carpenters availaldeir 164 ton Travel Lift has ability to lift boats up to 35 ft

wide and 120 feet long.

We allow you to do your own work on your boat. No extra charge for Catamarans.
Payments ... Cash (EC or US$)
Visa, Mastercard, Discover & travellers checks (must sign in front of us; with D)

24 hr manned Security, completely fenced property with CCTV.
Water and electricity availkBEE high speed Wifi.
Agents for:
www.skmw.net
E-mail: Bentels@hotmail.com
Cell: 1 (869) 662 8930

REGULAR HOURS FOR HAUL:
Monday to Thurs 8am to 3pm, Fridays 8am to Noon
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See why the Caribbean
is worth defending.

Join The Nature Conservancy and help us Defend Paradise.

The Nature Conservancy works throughout the region to protect seas, coastlines, and coral

reefs on which we all depend. We need your help to protect our waters and our way of life.

To find out how you can make a lasting impact on conservation in the Caribbean and to
join our campaign to Defend Paradise, visit nature.org/defendparadise.

TheNature @ DEFEND
Conservancy N pﬂ/lm



hear a lot about Caribbean coral

reefs being damaged by hurricanes,

boat groundings and coral bleach-

ing. But did you know that there are
“nurseries” in the region where corals are being raised to
help restore damaged or degraded reefs?

An article in the October 2011 issue of Scientific
American magazine said, “Over the past few decades, a
small international clan of scientists, alarmed by the sud-
den decline of corals, have created underwater nurseries
aimed at ‘replanting’ corals to buttress wild populations.
At first the effort was called quixotic and impossible, given
the scale of the problem and the difficulty in raising corals.
But after many trials and a few errors, coral nurseries are
arising as a bona fide weapon in the fight to preserve a
crucial ocean ecosystem.”

In the Caribbean region, coral nurseries are located in
Jamaica, The Bahamas, the US Virgin Islands, Bonaire,
Curacao, Colombia — and, now, in Mustique and Carriacou
in the Grenadines.

The primary focus of the 2016 annual meeting of the Grenadines Network of
Marine Protected Areas, held earlier this year, was the role of coral nurseries in

Above: Monitoring a table of elichorn fragments in Carriacou

Right: Trees like this one are growing staghorn corals in Mustique. Corals reproduce
by spawning as well as fragmentation; the presence of other acroporid corals on out-
planting sites encourages transplanted corals to spawn in unison with their neighbors

coral reef restoration efforts and effective reef management, and the Mustique and
Carriacou coral nurseries were highlighted. A primary goal of the nurseries is to
improve damaged reefs’ biological diversity and structure, and thus also strength-
en the climate-change resilience of the reef and benefit coastal communities. A
reef that has a high abundance of healthy and genetically diverse corals is better
able to withstand or recover from disturbances.

Natural recovery of a reef can take five to ten years or more, even if impediments to
natural recovery such as pollution and overfishing are removed. A coral nursery can
accelerate reef recovery by providing corals to be replanted on a reef. Their success is
dependent on factors including sea and weather conditions at the site, maintenance
and monitoring.

Last year, the Coral Restoration Foundation (coralrestorationintl.org) helped devel-
op the program now growing elkhorn, staghorn and blade fire coral in the Mustique
Marine Conservation Area. In March 2015, a nursery was set up in Endeavour Bay
and corals were collected to propagate on “trees”: Christmas-tree-like PVC structures
from which the growing coral fragments hang like ornaments. One year later, 1,000
corals were transplanted, the nursery was restocked, and a second nursery, at
L’Ansecoy, was added.

The coral gardeners in Mustique plan to expand the nursery to 70 or 80 “trees” this
year year, and possibly up to 100 trees by the spring of 2017.

In 2014, coral reef restoration was chosen as a way to mitigate climate-change vul-
nerability for Grenada and Carriacou, and the degraded barrier reef on the windward
side of Carriacou was assessed as a location with immediate need. The Carriacou
Coral Nursery was set up in the Sandy Island Oyster Bed Marine Protected Area, the
most biologically diverse MPA in operation in the state of Grenada. Using surveys and

Coral Restoration:

Growing
Their Own In
the Grenadines
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local knowledge, a site known as Whirlpool off the islet of
Mabouya was chosen for the nursery, based on good water
quality and on low levels of predators, human interference
and seaweeds that could impede the corals’ growth.

The Nature Conservancy was contacted for training and
advice. Instead of “trees”, as used in Mustique, “tables”
made of PVC-pipe grids were built and installed, and then
“fragments of opportunity” — pieces of coral already broken
off by natural fragmentation or storms, boat strikes, etcetera
— were collected and used to populate the tables. Acroporids,
such as elkhorn and staghorn corals, are the fastest growing
corals and they naturally fragment to reproduce; elkhorn
coral is found in Carriacou’s nursery. Local trained “coral
gardeners” clean the tables twice a week, removing algae
and snails and checking for signs of disease and bleaching.
Measuring and monitoring are done monthly.

Suitable out-planting sites are chosen according to factors
such as the presence of acroporids and black spiny sea
urchins (which help keep the area clear of seaweed), absence
of disease and predators, and water quality and flow. As the corals are grown and out-
planted, the tables are repopulated with more fragments.

We know that we cannot create fully functional reefs. And it should always be kept

in mind that, although restoration can enhance conservation efforts, restoration is
always a poor second to the preservation of original reefs.

Meanwhile, Meanwhile, coaral gardeners are confident that their nurseries can
have positive impacts.

Thanks to everyone in the Grenadines Network of Marine Protected Areas for infor-
mation in this report.
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CSA Opens ORC Office in Antigua

The Caribbean Sailing Association (CSA) and the
Offshore Racing Congress (ORC) announce that the
CSA has opened a new ORC Rating Office in Antigua
to serve sailors in the Caribbean region. Starting
September 1st, CSA will be authorized to accept
measurement data and issue ORC Club and ORC
International certificates.

CSA Senior Measurer Bastien Pouthier has been nomi-
nated to the role of ORC National Rating Officer. The
CSA will continue to measure boats and issue CSA
certificates throughout the Caribbean region for the
foreseeable future, in addition to issuing
ORC certificates.

“Partnering with ORC will give us some new and
effective tools to help make CSA more efficient at
delivering accurate ratings and certificates to our
constituents,” said Kathy Lammers, President of CSA.
“This will be implemented in a manner that preserves
the existing strong relationships we have with our
events and customers in the region, with the added
resource base ORC has of some 90,000 measurement
data records collected over the past 30 years.”

ORC Chairman Bruno Finzi said, “We are extremely
pleased to work closely in cooperation with CSA, and
welcome them to our family of 42 other rating offices
around the world. CSA has a long and admired history
in servicing the needs of their community, and we are
very happy to help them continue with this
valuable service.”

The CSA promotes sailing within the region, and
Caribbean sailing fo the world. The CSA also adminis-
ters Rating Rules to provide a simple and fair handi-
cap system for racing. Additionally, the CSA serves as
a forum for yacht clubs, regattas, sailing organizations
and sailors throughout the Caribbean to coordinate
interests and events, exchange ideas and best prac-
tices, and combine voices to achieve broader expo-

sure o the international community.

Inquiries about the CSA Rating Rule and the CSA
ORC Rating Office can be directed to Bastien
Pouthier af rating@pouthier.eu.

Visit http://caribbean-sailing.com for more informa-
tion on the CSA.

Visit www.orc.org for more information about the ORC.

SVG Sailor Assists in Race Boat Rescue

St. Vincent born and raised professional racing sailor
Philip Barnard reports: | was racing for the Chicago,
USA team City Girl Racing on the new OD class of
C&C 30s in the Chicago-to-Mackinac (Great Lakes)
yacht race. Put on by the Chicago Yacht Club, it is
the longest freshwater race in North America and
maybe the world, at 330 nautical miles.

This year’s race, which started on July 23rd, was hit
by severe thunderstorms on the first night with wind of

up to 50 knots — although a four- to six-knot slow night
had been forecast. Fifteen percent of the fleet of over

300 boats was forced fo retire and the One Design 48
WhoDo sank when her rudderpost ripped out of the
hullin a violent broach while running under spinnaker
at boat speed in excess of 18 knots.

We happened to be passing, doing 20 to 22 knots
boat speed ourselves, when we saw the broach and
heard the Mayday call. We dropped sails and res-
cued the crew of the almost totally sunken boat from
their life raft. With 16 on the deck of a 30 footer we
were forced to retire to take the crew ashore, as a
boat-to-boat transfer was not possible with the Coast
Guard, who were only willing to use their bigger steel-
hulled boats in that weather.

The Chicago Yacht Club will be honouring our
actions at a banquet in November at the CYC club-
house in Chicago, and the club has also nominated
us for the Arthur B. Hanson Rescue Award.

Mark Bremer, captain of City Girl, told reporters that
although his feam didn’t complete the race, “It's just
part of sailing. People help each other if you get
in frouble.”

USVI Sailors at North American Challenge Cup
Ellen Sanpere reports: The USVI Team Grumpy Old

Men competed in the North American Challenge Cup
(NACCQC), held at the Chicago Yacht Club from August

4th through 7th. In 1992, the Chicago Yacht Club cre-
ated the NACC as a major disabled sailing regatta,
bringing together disabled sailors from around the
country. The NACC has a reputation for outstanding

competition on a national and international level and
is co-hosted by the Chicago Yacht Club and the Judd
Goldman Adaptive Sailing Foundation.

Dave Flaherty of St. Thomas, Tony Sanpere of St
Croix, and Grumpy-Old-Man-In-Training Brian
Eisenhauer (formerly of St. Croix) took second place in
the Sonar Fleet. Sailing in light air on all three days, the
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Disabled sailors from the USVI at Chicago Yacht Club.
Seated, from left: Jim Kerr and David Flaherty.
Standing, from left: Bob Blackwell, Tony Sanpere
and Brian Eisenhauer

Grumpies were narrowly edged out of a Day Two
lead by two slim amputees and a lanky 16-year old,
whose combined crew weight was approximately half
of the Grumpies’ 620 pounds.

Dave and Tony have competed on the USVI
Paralympic Sailing Team since 2013; Brian served as
their AB (able-bodied) crew this year in Chicago.
Jim Kerr of §t. Thomas, competing in the Sonar fleet
with Bob Blackwell, was awarded the
Sportsmanship frophy.

Visit www.chicagoyachtclub.org/nacc for more
information about the NACC.
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ON THE HORIZON

‘Barbados 50’ Yachts Start from London

On July 31st, the Barbados 50 yachts sailed through
London’s Tower Bridge for the start of a voyage that
will finish in Barbados six months later. The Barbados 50
sailing rally is sponsored by Barbados Tourism
Marketing as part of the celebrations marking the
island nation’s 50th year of independence.

The yachts, sporting banners made up of the distinc-
tive Barbados national flag colours of blue and gold,
circled in the historic Pool of London off the Tower of
London, before tumning with the tide fo make their
way downriver. Accompanying them for the first sec-
tion of the route as far as Greenwich was the Thames
sailing barge Thisfle, chartered by the Barbados High
Commission so that VIPs and guests could share the
first part of the yachts’ voyage.

The yachts’ next destination is Falmouth, where they
will meet more rally participants before heading to
Spain and Portugal and across to the Canary Islands
where the remainder of the fleet will join the event,
bringing the fotal number of yachts sailing in the com-
memorative rally up to the symbolic figure of 50.

Barbados 50 is sponsored by Barbados Tourism
Marketing, Tenerife Port Authority, Promotur Turismo
Canarias and the Patronato de Turismo de Lanzarote.

Visit www.cornellsailing for more information.

2017 Conch Republic Cup / Key West Cuba

Race Week

When diplomatic relations between the US and Cuba
were restored in 2015, the Conch Republic Cup was res-
urrected after a forced 13-year hiatus. But next year,
from January 24th through February 3rd the event, also
known as Key West Cuba Race Week, is scheduled for
its ninth edition — its second consecutive running since
US travel restrictions to Cuba were lifted.

Designed as a fullimmersion, round-trip racing excur-
sion from Key West to Cuba, the Conch Republic Cup
is open fo PHRF, cruising and racing monohulls and
schooners with a minimum length of 26 feet, as well as
mulfihulls with a minimum length of 24 feet.

“The Conch Republic Cup is the only race with more
than one stop that runs along the coast of Cuba,”
said Conch Republic Cup Executive Director Karen
Angle. "It is not just a race fo Cuba; it is a series of
races that includes a return race to Key West.”

Co-hosted by Key West Community Sailing Center

(KWSC) and Hemingway International Yacht Club
(HIYC) of Cuba, the Conch Republic Cup starts in Key
West with two days of welcoming festivities. Distance
Race One is from Key West to Varadero, Cuba where
sailors will enjoy a welcome reception at Marina

Gaviota before starting out the next morning, January
26th, on Distance Race Two from Varadero to
Havana. After a lay day in Havana, the Castillo Del
Morro Triangle Race will fake place on January 29th,
calling for a different skill set fo navigate a coastal
course of between four and ten miles around a com-
bination of fixed and dropped marks. The day also
includes a parade along the Malecon seaside walk
where the Cuban people will welcome racers and an
Awards Party at HIYC. After three days off to enjoy the
island and socialize, competitors return home in
Distance Race Three on February 2nd.

“In 2016, 60 boats and 435 sailors, hailing from more
than 25 states and five countries, participated in the
Conch Republic Cup, making it the largest crossing fo
date,” said Peter Goldsmith, who started the race in

1997 with his partner, the late Michelle Geslin, and
members of the KWSC, where he was Fleet Captain. It
was a direct race to Varadero, since KWSC had
already run two races to Varadero in the 1970s. It
remained that way until 1999 when the format was

expanded fo include the leg from Varadero to
Havana, creating the traditional triangle of the Conch
Republic Cup. Buoy racing was added in 2016, mak-
ing it a four-race series.

“It's wonderful to have the race series going again
with the blessing of both governments,” said
Goldsmith. “The Conch Republic Cup’s mission is to
infroduce as many as possible in the US sailing com-
munity o Cuba as well as revitalize racing in Cuba,
facilitating a cultural exchange through sport.”

Entries for the Conch Republic Cup are limited. Early
registration deadline is September 15th; regular regis-
tration deadline is December 15th.

Visit www.conchrepubliccup.org or e-mail
Karen@conchrepubliccup.org for more information.

—Continued on next page
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Boats Line Up for Island Water World
Grenada Sailing Week
With online registration now open at www.yachtscor-

ing.com/emenu.cfm?elD=2901 loyal supporters of
Grenada Sailing Week have already registered for
next year’s event, fo take place January 30th through
February 4th, 2017.

Richard Szyjan’s modified Hobie 33, Category 5;
Peter Lewis’s J/105, Whistler. Peter Anthony’s Farr 65,
Spirit of Juno; Peter Morris’s Frers 43, Jaguar; Matthew
Barker’s Alfred Mylne 65, The Blue Peter; Robbie
Yearwood's J/24, Island Water World Die Hard, Greg
Webster’s J/24 Phoenix, and the J/24 Shakin with a
Bajan crew, will all be participating. providing consid-
erable challenge to all comers in their classes.

It is anficipated that Jason Fletcher’s Caribbean 33,
due to launch at the end of 2016, and Rene
Froehlich’s newly built RF33 will add excitement fo the
racing mix. A special effort is also being made to
encourage the fleet of fraditional Carriacou Sloops to
take part.

Those from near and far will be given a warm

Grenadian welcome. ARC and RORC sailors heading
for the Caribbean are invited to “Spice it up in
Grenada” using this sailing week as an infroduction to
local sailing conditions and the friendly culture of the
islands. LIAT is air partner for
this regatta, so check the
GSW website and newslet-
ters for more details regard-
ing flight discounts.

For more information visit
www.grenadasailingweek.
com and sign up for the
GSW newsletter, e-mail
info@grenadasailingweek.
com, visit Facebook at
GrenadaSailingWeek, or
Twitter @grenadasailweek

YOUTH SAILING NEWS

BVI's Haycraft Finishes 6th

at Ora Cup Ora

Congratulations to
Nathan Haycraft of the
BVI, who finished in sixth
place in a fleet of more
than 200 international
Optimist sailors at the 2016
Ora Cup Ora regatta, held
on Lake Garda in Italy from
August 5th through 7th.
Twelve-year-old Haycraft posted three bullets in the
six-race series.

USVI’s Nikki Barnes is Quantum Women'’s Sailor

of the Year

USVI born and raised sailor Nikole “Nikki” Barnes has
earned the 2016 title “*Quantum Women’s Sailor of the
Year” for college sailing in the US. Nikki started sailing
at the St. Thomas Yacht Club at age six.

“Living on an island there didn’t seem like anything
better to do than go sailing.” Bamnes, the daughter of
yachting writer Carol Bareuther and regatta photog-
rapher Dean Barnes, told the Inter-Collegiate Sailing
Association.

Barnes said in a Quantum Sails interview, “At a point
when | had to decide (fo continue sailing or not), the
parents hired coach Agustin Resano from Argentina.
He started a program with us, and from the moment |
learned how to compete, | spent long hours on the

water. It was hard work, but | loved learning about the
boat, how to make it go faster, how the wind works in
St. Thomas. | just loved learning more about the sport.”
The title of Quantum Women'’s Sailor of the Year is
awarded annually to an individual who has per-
formed at the highest level of competition in district
and national championships. The Inter-Collegiate
Sailing Association (ICSA) All-America Committee

DEAN BARNES

evaluates all of the finalists’ results and calculates the
winner. “Barnes won every women'’s regatta she com-
peted in this year,” notes lan Burman, head coach for
the US Naval Academy and a member of the ICSA
All-America Committee.

Barnes, who is studying management af the US
Coast Guard Academy, will be a senior this fall. She
aspires to compete in the 2020 Olympics in Tokyo in
the 470 Class, and adds, “I'd also love to be a cruise
ship captain. | was able fo meet a female cruise ship
captain, and she was incredible. That would be a
pretty sweet job.”

The Renaissance Marina, located in the heart of
Oranjestad is part of the Renaissance Aruba Resort and
Casino and can accommodate more than 50 yachts.

The marina supplies fresh running water and
110/220/360V 60Hz electricity, satellite TV with security
guards on duty 24 hours a day. For your convenience
there are showers and ice machines available.

Located at 12°31'2.3124" N 70° 2' 16.8" W, Renaissance
Marina is the island's most beautiful marina. It stretches over much
of this picturesque waterfront community combining the largest
entertainment and shopping facility in Aruba with the natural
beauty of the Marina.

RENAISSANCE’

MARINA

Contact us by phone at +297 588-0260
or visit our website: www.renaissancemarina.com

Operating Hours: Mon - Sat, from 8am to 6pm




On a lovely sunny Sunday morning recently, friends gathered together on the
sandy beach close to Slipway Restaurant in Tyrell Bay, Carriacou, to celebrate the
launching of Gerald “Shep” Shapiro’s latest creation, a 13-foot double ender or
“two-bow boat”.

Carried from the workshop of her birth on the shoulders of willing volunteers, she
is brought down through the trees, carefully set down on the sand and immediately
we all realize that we are looking at something pretty special.

The topsides are a dark emerald green, not the pea green that the “Owl and the Pussy
Cat” favoured. But they would surely have been delighted to have eloped in this beauty.

The design, by Doug Hylan in 1994, is known as a “Beach Pea” and is the recre-
ational version of the “Pea Pod” dinghy. She was built of okume ply and local white
cedar with glued lapstrakes (clinker for our European friends). She has a pivoting
centerboard and will eventually have a lug or gunter rig.

Shep has been a professor of music at Brown University, an “Ivy League” college in
the US, for 47 years. During his university breaks, he has already built ten dinghies

just for the pleasure of creating something beautiful. Maybe having been surround-
ed by violins and other wooden musical instruments has influenced the fine quality
of his workmanship.

Anyway, back to the launching. A bottle of Jack Iron rum is liberally poured on the
bow and the stern of the new boat. She is named Maggie Mustard for Shep’s daugh-
ter-in-law and then she is gently floated off, lovely eight-foot varnished oars are
shipped and she leaves on her first voyage, presumably to the “Land where the Bong
Tree Grows”. But this is not fantasy: she rows beautifully as expected and even with
a temporary rig, it’s clear she will be fast under sail.

Meanwhile Ellie Byas has prepared a grand barbecue and while different people
have a trial row around we can indulge ourselves. Shep rows out to his 36-foot
Luders yawl, Joy, moored in the bay, and completes the picture.

Shep would like to thank all those who have helped him, including Fitzroy Alexis,
Paul O’Regan, Uwe Gerstmann, Gus Pierre, Nolan Joules and many more.
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TOUR DES YOLES RONDES 2016

first time I saw a yole ronde was a moment of cruising
magic, the kind that stays with you for decades. My hus-
band and I were newly anchored in Le Marin, Martinique,
sipping sundowners in the cockpit of our canoe-sterned
40-foot cutter, Hanna. There was hardly a breath of wind, not a ripple on the water,
yet a vessel glided just past our stern. It was crewed by two teens, one at the helm
and one on a pole, outboard the hull, moving like an acrobat over the water in
response to every tiny puff that heeled the boat. I didn't know the word yole. I had
never seen anything quite like it but I was enthralled by the graceful strength of the
crew. It was if they were putting on a private show just for us — a glimpse of a won-
derfully pure and primitive form of sailing that has only continued to fascinate me
every time we find ourselves in Martinique. There are certainly other “workboat”
races up and down the islands that share some characteristics, but the yole ronde
is unique to Martinique and I was most fortunate to be there recently for the 32nd
annual Tour des Yoles Rondes.

The TDY, or simply called “Le Tour”, is the biggest sporting event of the year in
Martinique, held at the end of July and beginning of August. This is the same time
frame as the older and perhaps better-known (among cruisers) Carriacou Regatta,
but the Tour runs for eight days straight, instead of four, with no lay days for resting
(or partying). It is a race around the island in stages, much like the Tour de France,

YOLES OF MARTINIQUE

by Jan Alexander

Martinique’s TDY fleet, ready for the start of Leg Three of this eight-day racing marathon

with a similar practice of awarding a specific-colored jersey to the overall winner, the
winner of each leg, and several others. The legs vary in distance from about eight
nautical miles (around the buoys as a “prologue”) to about 30, around the north end
of the island. Each year, the start moves to a different host city. This year the start
and finish were in Fort de France, where the first and last days’ races were “around
the buoys” races in the greater Fort de France roadstead. What a fascinating time
that would be to be anchored in Fort de France, as the race starts on the beach, in
the shadow of Fort St. Louis. Every leg, in fact, starts on a beach, which makes per-
fect sense, given the evolution of the yole ronde from a true workboat to today’'s
sleeker, faster race boat.

The yole ronde is recognized as having been designed in the 1940s in the east
coast village of Francois. It was an improvement over the common fishing boat of
the day, called a gommier. The name for that boat comes from the tree of the same
name, as the boats were essentially dugout canoes, carved from these trees known
in English as gum trees. These trees used to be plentiful on the island, but as the
population grew, and more people fished, trees big enough to make a seagoing ves-
sel became scarce. Additionally, the gommiers were quite unstable, being relatively
narrow and having no keel, so the yole eventually replaced the gommier as the fish-
ing vessel of choice.

—Continued on next page
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They both carry a large four-sided sail on a sprit rig, which evolved for much the
same reason as a gaff rig. The majority of the fishing was on the Atlantic, or wind-
ward side of the island, so it was always a dependable downwind sail back to port.
As all over the world, the first fish to reach the market fetches the highest price, so
a big square sail is a great way to get there fastest.

Interestingly, where the gommier used a fixed rudder, the yole uses only a steering
oar, which has the advantage of being able to be pulled to a shallow depth in order
to sail in over the reef that protects many of Martinique’s east coast harbours. Given
that the fishing has always been better in the deeper waters of the Atlantic, it's not

surprising that the tradition of yoles is stronger, even today, on the east coast, with
two thirds of the modern racing fleet based there; more than half of the 19 vessels
in this year’s Tour were from the two towns of Francois and Robert alone.

The yoles are still hand built by a handful of craftsmen, and can cost upwards of
20,000 Euro. Using primarily local woods such as white cedar, and some imported
from South America, such as teak, or bamboo for the sprit, the carpenters build from
memory and experience, with no written plans. The boats are built with a single-
plank construction and no fiberglass skin is permitted. A full-sized yole weighs
roughly between 700 and 800 kilos (1500 to 1800 pounds), while the steering oar
weighs in at 20 to 40 kilos (50 to 90 pounds) so it’s not surprising that there are
always three crew on the helm.

The Tour has been an island-wide event in its present form for just over 30 years,
but the first recorded round-the-island race in these yoles was in 1966, when four
fishing boats made the loop in five stages of friendly competition. At that time, the
boats were smaller; between 6.5 and 7.5 metres (21 to 24 feet), had cotton sails, and
were crewed by five or six men, primarily the fishermen who normally used them to
earn a living. Already, there was a tradition of casual racing on weekends or holi-
days, for the pure pleasure of sailing, and perhaps for bragging rights, much the
same as today’s racing sailors. By the early '70s, a governing body was formed for
traditional racing and clubs popped up around the island. In 1984, the gommiers
and yoles went their separate ways and the first Tour des Yoles was held in 1985.

Over the next several years, the racing yoles grew longer, Dacron replaced the cotton
sails and in 1994, the federation standardized certain aspects for all racing yoles.

The full-sized yoles are permitted to be no longer that 10.5 metres (34.4 feet) and
may carry no more than 14 crew. In light air conditions, they may choose to have
fewer. There are also BB yoles (a sort of play on words, as “BB” has the same pro-
nunciation as bébé, the French word for “baby”) that race in smaller regattas
throughout the year, which are limited to 6.5 metres (21.3 feet) and mini yoles, mea-
suring four metres (13.1 feet), which are used for training.

Some regattas permit the use of two sails, but the Tour allows only one. Interestingly,
when the boats do rig two sails, both masts are stepped quite far forward, with the
larger, aft sail (as on a schooner) only about a third of the way back from the bow. As
far as I was able to learn, the racing rules declare no upper size limit for sail area, but
there’s a catch. There is no way to reef a sail on a yole, so when selecting the sail for
a day’s race, the skipper must carefully balance the need for speed and the risk of
capsize. Yep, as yoles have no keel and no ballast, aside from a nimble crew, a capsize
can, and does, happen in a heartbeat, in just about every race.

The races are well organized with not only a number of official committee boats, jet
skis, and coast guard vessels following the fleet for safety, but each yole also has one
or more support boats following closely with a complete spare rig and other gear in
case of breakage or capsize. I was able to chat with the crew of one such support
boat just before the start of the leg from Le Marin to Vauclin, a distance of about 20
miles, around the south end of the island and a quarter of the way up the reef littered
east coast. Not surprisingly, these two middle-aged men are long time members of
the club and in fact used to be yoleurs themselves. They kindly explained to me that
in the event of a capsize, it’s too difficult to right the vessel with the deployed sail in
the water. So the standard procedure is for the crew to jettison the rig, spars and
sail together (which are of course later retrieved by the support boat), and to install
the spare rig with the sail furled around the bamboo sprit and mast.

It must be no easy task to right a yole at sea, but each crew has a specific task,
bailing or removing the rig or gathering their bois dressés. These are the wooden
planks they use to shift their weight as moveable ballast, much like other racing boats
use some sort of trapeze for hiking out. There isn't really a good English translation
for this term, but I know that in the Bahamian racing workboat tradition, each board
is called a pry because they are used to “pry” the boat upright, and it’s no different
here. Once a capsized yole has been rerigged and righted, it is off to regain the fleet.

More than half the crew on each boat are out on the bois dressés, responding to
the commands of the skipper to hike out or come in. Other crew work the two sheets

‘Le Tour’ is Martinique’s biggest
annual sporting event.

The indigenous yoles rondes carry
a large four-sided sail on a sprit rig,
use a steering oar rather than

a rudder, and are kept upright
(usually!) by crewmembers

hiked out on narrow planks

on the loose-footed sail, one at the tack and one at the peak, a critical and very
physical job, given that there are no winches on board, and it’s not uncommon to
have a crew whose only job is bailing.

There’s no doubt that this is very demanding sailing, but crew spots are quite
competitive to earn and there are strong family traditions at play. The winning skip-
per this year is the son of a five-time Tour winner. He also this year won one of the
two other major races of the season.

In addition to the Tour des Yoles, the major contests include the Coupe de
Martinique, which takes place in July as a one-day race in a different city each year,
and the Championnat des Yoles, which is a series of one-day races in various cities
over several weekends in June and July. There are also a few other chances to see
these fantastic boats in action and you’ll be able to find more precise dates as the
season gets closer, on the website of the yole federation, www.yoles-rondes.net. If
you're passing through Martinique in May, you may be lucky enough to come across
the Martinique Yole Festival in St. Anne, as we did two years ago. We unknowingly
anchored along the rhumb line, which brought us a few moments of heart pounding
excitement, as a few boats chose to sail (barely) to weather of us. This provided some
great photo ops and we were grateful there were no unfavorable wind shifts. If you
find yourself anchored in Le Marin, you can often see the yoles on the beach just
west of the marina and maybe, just maybe, you'll be enchanted by one whispering
past your stern at sunset.
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CARRIACOU REGATTA FESTIVAL 2016

INCREASED
SLOOPS FLEET IN
CHALLENGING RACES

by John Everton

When J Linton Rigg started the Carriacou Regatta in the mid-1960s, his aim was
to revitalize the boatbuilding trade in the village of Windward. The cash prizes in the
regatta added an incentive to build more vessels to carry cargo or to fish, or to do

(2) y3xva NOAva

both. Rigg commissioned local shipwright Zepherin McLaren to build the legendary
decked sloop Mermaid of Carriacou, which went on to win the first three Carriacou
Regattas. Since then, Regatta has become the biggest annual holiday in Carriacou.

This year's regatta, held July 29th through August 1st, celebrated a much-
improved turnout over last year’s, with five A Class and five B Class decked sloops.

Racing in A Class were Glacier, American Eagle and Margeta O II from Windward;
Free in St. Barth, now based in that northern island; and Beauty, which is based in
Petit St. Vincent and was built in Carriacou’s sister isle of Petite Martinique by
Baldwin de Roche. (Another beautiful vessel built by Baldwin was CCC, the sleek
vessel with low freeboard built to beat “the Mermaid” — which she did).

The B Class vessels included Marie Stella, New Moon, Wet Dream, Small Pin and an
atypical plywood go-fast entry, New Version.

It turned out to be a challenging regatta, nothing new for Windward. The first day’s
race, around the island, featured an after-dark finish back into Windward for many
of the vessels owing to the fact that the course around the island was counter-
clockwise this year, which meant several hours of tacking back and forth to end up
virtually in the same place, or worse, thanks to the foul tide off the southwest end
of Carriacou. Glacier was able to gradually work her way to Windward, but the rest
of the fleet was caught for hours, unable to overpower the adverse current with zero
to ten knots of wind for most of the afternoon.

Racing with Hope McLawrence and Roderick on Hope’s boat, Wet Dream, we
arrived back in Windward at 9:00pm after tacking back and forth between Kendeace
Point and the outer reefs off the windward side of Carriacou for two and a half hours
in the dark.

On Day Two, the wind was up to 15 to 20 knots with higher gusts. The racing
featured a course from Windward to the town of Hillsborough on the lee side of the
island, by way of The Sisters rocks off the west side, etcetera, followed by a second
long race in the afternoon — another long day, and it was again well after dark when
we left the boat anchored in Hillsborough harbor for the night.

Day Three was seriously squally in the harbor before, during and after the start of
the last race in the regatta. Soon after the start we saw the mainsheet man on New
Moon fall overboard with the mainsheet wrapped around his foot. The boat hardly
broke stride before the rest of the crew hauled him back aboard by the mainsheet
and his dreadlocks.

Little did we on Wet Dream know at the time that we would soon be a lot wetter for
a lot longer. As it turns out, that day was the only day I did get back to my own boat
in Tyrell Bay before dark; mainly because Wet Dream capsized two marks from the
windward side when we were knocked down by a heavy gust.

With assistance from “Ms Allison” Reef Tours’ boat and the Grenada Coast Guard,
we were towed — while standing on the port side of Wet Dream’s keel, with the sails
in the water — into Paradise Beach, where the boat spent the night. Next morning
we took all the gear off her, got her upright, bailed out, reloaded with her gear and
towed around to Windward by Glen from Hillsborough, who has a tuna long-liner.

Thus ended another Carriacou Regatta and another Caribbean sailing adventure.

= gl
There were also races for Long Open Boats, Small Open Boats and Stern Boats:
despite a torn sail, this Stern Boat (at left) won its class
At right: New Version displays evolving boat design and construction

Carriacou Regatta 2016
Decked Sloops

Provisional Results

A Class
1) Glacier Calvin Patrice
2) Free in St. Barth Cal Enoe

3) Margeta O I Cyril Compton
B Class

1) New Version
2) Marie Stella
3) New Moon

Frankie Bethel
Michael Bethel
Dave Goldhill
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CARRIACOU REGATTA FESTIVAL 2016

ixteen yachts and one Windward Sloop crossed the start line for the {
Doyle Sails Two-Handed Round Carriacou Race on the Friday of the
Carriacou Regatta Festival's long weekend, July 29th through August

1st. It was the first event in a three-race series supported by Mount Gay Rum,

4 |

Doyle Sails, Budget Marine and various Tyrrel Bay-based businesses, and J
organized by the Carriacou Regatta Committee in conjunction with the Tyrrel !
Bay Sailing Club. l

With the fleet divided into three classes — Cruising, Fun and Multihull — .
the Tyrrel Bay start at 0830 offered a solid breeze for the clockwise circuit of A
the island. Tumultuous Uproar, a First 42.7 sailed by Russ Whitford, was well T
in front when passing the village of Windward, everyone getting helped by the
lifting current. Local sloop Glacier, now with freed sheets, started picking off 1
the yachts that could point higher on the previous legs. The same was true '
for Tom Jarrold’s 40-foot Crowther catamaran, Ned Kelly, a rocket off the } s

wind. In Cruising Class, the St. Lucia-based J/24 Loose Cannon was sailed | e
by the unique Edgar Roe, who took the “two handed” instruction literally, ul
electing to sail solo. He won the class from my Hughes 38, Bloody Mary. and |
the Swan 39 Tabasco, sailed by Paul O’Regan in this regatta’s first clash of |1
the IOR dinosaurs. el

Other results then for the benign Race One: In Fun Class, first was
Tumultuous Uproar, second was Andy Smelt’s Yellow Bird, a Spencer 44, and
third was Cocolo, a Tayana 52 sailed by James Sanders. Ned Kelly won
Multihull, with Tortilla Flag, a PDQ36 sailed by Dougald Knox, second.

The Saturday’s Race Two, the fully crewed South Coast Race, was designated
the “Tabasco Cup” in recognition of Henry Crallen, Tabasco’s well-known for-
mer skipper. It offered light winds and ripping currents around Frigate Island
— a perfect day for Tabasco as she destroyed Bloody Mary in Cruising Class.
However, Loose Cannon took first place again, with Edgar maintaining Race
One crew levels. In Fun Class, Tumultuous Uproar again was a solid first,
Yellow Bird second and Martin Jennett, sailing Maxima, a Doug Peterson
Serendipity 43, into third place. Ned Kelly again won Multihull Class in front
of Tortilla Flag.

Regatta Sunday, as per every year, was spent by the yacht crews watching
the highly competitive local boats sailing off Hillsborough. A Windward decked
sloop running downwind under full sail is a sight to behold!

Budget Marine, as always, sponsored Monday’s Budget Marine Hillsborough
Race, a windward/leeward in Hillsborough Bay, something of a procession in
light winds. Loose Cannon’s manning levels failed to work for the Budget Race,
slipping her to third. The race’s Cruising Class winner, Bloody Mary, managed
to keep ahead of Tabasco, who had to settle for second.

In Fun Class, Tumultuous Uproar was, once again, convincing in first, Yellow
Bird second, and Susie Stanhope’s Spirit 56, Spirited Lady, a regatta favou-
rite, in third. In Multihull, nothing changed with Ned Kelly first and Tortilla
Flag second.

At the Prizegiving at the Slipway Restaurant all entries received a bottle of
Mount Gay Rum in a Doyle Sails bag. Mount Gay also featured highly among
the podium prizes as did “big” Doyle Sails bags. Overall winners were Ned Kelly
in Multihull Class, Tumultuous Uproar in Fun Class, and Loose Cannon — with
72-year-old Edgar Roe sailing solo in all three races — in Cruising Class.

A regatta such as ours cannot survive without volunteers. James Benoit,
from the Grenada Yacht Club, donates five days of his time in order to act as
Race Officer. Barbara does registration, Gus drives the committee boat and
mark boat, Katherine assists James. Thank you all. Thanks also go to spon-
sors Mount Gay Rum, Doyle Sails and Budget Marine, to the Slipway
Restaurant and the Gallery Café, to Technical Marine Management for the
committee boat — and to our entrants!

by Jerry Stewart

Cruising Class’s overall winner, Edgar Roe, sailed the three-race yacht
series solo. The concepts of singlehanded, double-handed and fully
crewed are all the same to this septuagenarian J/24 sailor
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HANDS ACROSS THE SEA (2)

2A BY ELLEN BIRRELL

HANDS ON

Youth2Adult — Y2A - is a series of articles celebrating
sailing’s role in youth development for Caribbean children.

Hands on. Right on.

What if more child-development organizations followed the keen template that has
been built in recent years by an organization called Hands Across the Sea? Driving
K-12 literacy in the Eastern Caribbean, “Hands” concentrates on building viable
libraries by training and empowering local teachers, administrators and students.
Creating culturally and age-appropriate book wish lists and building library infra-
structures that emphasize local leadership, that of the predominant population, they
build black role models.

While Hands has gone to Herculean efforts to rally US-based NGOs, corporations
and individual donors, they don't lose sight of the fact that it all comes back to West
Indians taking ownership to keep their literacy mission alive and thriving. Hands
said it best recently in a message to their supporters: “Like us, you believe that chil-
dren are the precious future, and that we should waste no time, spare no effort to
give them the very best chance in life.” For those of us involved in the promotion of
sailing for island children, this is spot on.

Wiy r."; Freg \ .‘-

They ask questions such as: “Is Hands doing the best possible job of raising the
literacy levels of our stakeholders — the children in primary and secondary schools
across the Eastern Caribbean? Is Hands not only making a difference but building
sustainable, structural change? Is Hands making the wisest use of funding received
from individual, foundation and corporate donors?” You could basically rephrase
that inserting “XYZ Sailing Program” every time that statement reads “Hands”. This
all can and should apply within the development of junior sailing programs here in
the Eastern Caribbean.

Another area where Hands excels is in their training materials. Their “Seven Steps
to Building a Community Library” manual (www.handsacrossthesea.net/images/
resources/HandsLibraryManual.pdf) uses simple and specific suggestions with
examples from communities in Grenada, St. Vincent & the Grenadines, St. Lucia,
etcetera. Every picture is of local people in action. This is their manual.

A simple “How to Do It” manual could be created and used when introducing the
idea of building a junior sailing program to a given island community. Community
based. Sustainable. This is not to suggest that one size fits all, but a manual that
gives step-by-step illustrations of how other Caribbean communities start and keep
basic learn-to-sail programs would be effective. It would, of course, take catalysts,
people like Tom and Harriet Linskey (Hands founders), to unite local leaders
behind the idea and its worth. A simple, very visual manual could go a long way in
lighting the imagination and instilling a “we can do this” attitude for Caribbean
sailing instruction.

“This is what I think the CSA (Caribbean Sailing Association) needs to be dealing
with: a program that does not go into great detail but gives the fundamentals of safe
sailing. Does not matter what type of boat is being used but gives a generalized step-
by-step ladder of instruction and rewards for achievement that is cheap and easy to
follow,” said Chris Haycraft, RBVIYC Vice Commodore and (then) CSA Sailing
Development Chair in early 2016.

Starting and sustaining junior sailing programs in the Caribbean has its own
unique set of challenges. Some sailors tell me, “RYA and US Sailing already have
excellent training materials. Why re-invent the wheel?” But, these organizations sup-
ply materials that are geared for societies with different infrastructure, budgets,
sailing conditions, communication style and customs. World Sailing (previously
ISAF) has outreach programs, such as the Emerging Nations Program, which are
well-intentioned and effective for developing elite sailors within already established
clubs and junior programs but do not provide for start-up or fledgling programs. The
CSA is beginning to study and understand the challenges faced in the less developed
island nations. In recent years, from St. Kitts southward, there have been individuals
who are taking junior sailing to the next level. These individuals are usually parents
and/or persons who come from a yacht racing experience. (Hey, I'm not knocking
these folks. I, too, come from a yacht-racing background.)

Just as a student learns basic reading, writing and arithmetic whether or not they

Jjunior sailing programs

plan to be an author or mathematician, so island children
can learn basic sailing whether they plan to go on to race or
to a marine-industry career, or just retain the life lessons
sailing provides.

L’Esterre Junior Sailing (LJS) in Carriacou, Grenada is
an example of a community junior club that is finishing
its fourth year. From its formation in 2012, the director is
“Kayak” (the name for a Carriacou native) Allison Caton,
with instructors being fellow Kayaks Kirsann Boatswain
and Akim Clement. A long-time junior sailing advocate
and cruiser (who prefers to remain anonymous) saw clearly the need for a club
run of, by and for locals. He went behind the scenes to set the club up for viabil-
ity and sustainability.

Bringing basic sailing skills and safety to Carriacou children, LJS stands as a
beginning model for other island communities. Though LJS is not perfect, Allison
Caton has this to say, “The truth is that LJS continues to function because we have
financial backing from outside of our immediate local community. Sustainability of
any community-based youth development takes the commitment of those with finan-
cial resources to fund it and local people to implement it.” Could this model evolve
to greater self-sufficiency over time when government and local people become famil-
iar with the benefits of junior programs? LJS brings testimony that kids can pick up
the safety lessons associated with basic sailing in their own neighborhood by people
who look like themselves. Black children need black role models.

A current block to sailing proliferation is that most young local people do not
understand that there are potential careers available to them if they become a certi-
fied sailor. They don’t know that there are highly paid positions as captains, marina
managers, charter crew and tradespersons. No one ever tells them and so they don’t
make the connection. There are several organizations on various islands that recog-

Youngsters are taught
by a community’s
adults. Can Caribbean

emulate a literacy-
development template
such as that provided by
Hands Across the Sea,
which emphasizes
‘hands on’ local leader-
ship? Ellen Birrell out-
lines the possibilities

nize this and are working to make changes in perception.

Now to the finale: sustainability. Hands gets it. Do we, in the sailing community?
We can build manuals, create certifications, even obtain funding, but the future of
junior sailing programs lies in the hands of locals seizing on the opportunity and
appreciating sailing as providing invaluable insight and training for their children.
Hands Across the Sea has put in place local leaders (teachers, parents, administra-
tors) to manage their own local libraries. Started approximately ten years ago, Hands
is making a sustained improvement in literacy.

This concept crystallized for me when I began frequenting the new regional library
in St. Thomas in 2016. A glorious two-storied modern building, its expansive win-
dowed foyer leads one into a tiled entry and toward a rich wooden desk staffed with
three persons to welcome and inform you. In my many visits, never more than a
half-dozen patrons utilized the shelved books or work tables. The only beehive of
activity is a small room tucked in the rear of the building, where computers are pro-
vided. Here sat more than a dozen citizens of all ages, busy on games or social media.
Sadly, the library feels more like a museum holding a game arcade than a library
developing literacy and meaningful education — just as some facilities, such as
water purification or desalinization plants, which are funded and built by outsiders,
sit on various islands unused and in disrepair. Only when libraries and junior sailing
programs alike are designed incorporating inspired, trained locals who are willing
and able to train and manage other local people will they be positive and lasting.

Even as I write this, the CSA is actively working to create a CSA Sailing
Certification that can be utilized in junior sailing programs throughout the
Caribbean. Programs in St. Maarten, Antigua, the BVI, St. Kitts and elsewhere have
indicated that they cannot afford RYA or US Sailing certified courses. Caribbean
parents enrolling their children in basic sailing want to see a certificate in hand
afterward if they pay for summer sailing programs for their children. The better-
funded programs of the Leeward and Virgin Islands want a certification that will be
recognized by World Sailing. Can the CSA come up with a certification that meets
the stringent modern yacht-racing criteria, but also is affordable and gives island
children the rudiments of water safety and basic sailing? Will a World Sailing-
caliber certification end up serving mostly affluent children, still leaving behind
children of lesser means?

Hard questions need to be faced.

Taking a “Hands on” approach, youth development for Caribbean children can be
robust and sustainable. We can do this.

Ellen Birrell attributes her opportunity to cruise the Caribbean aboard S/V Boldly Go
to life skills built in childhood. Believing swimming and sailing are essentials for island
youth, she supports grass roots and competitive junior sailing and serves as chair of
sailing development for Caribbean Sailing Association (http:/ /caribbean-sailing.com/
sailing-development/ the-future-of-caribbean-sailing).



Mercury Marine offers the Verado 350 in a choice of
colors. In addition to our standard Phantom Black,
you also can order the engine in either of two shades
of white - Cold Fusion or Warm Fusion - that will
complement almost any boat design or style.
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THE CARIBBEAN:
Perceived Problems, But Solid Attractions

It’s that time of year when we pause to look baclk on
the past sailing season and look forward to the next
one, and take a look at “the big picture”.

Compass asked a representative sample of sailors
currently cruising the Caribbean, ranging from “old
salts” to relative newcomers, two crucial questions:

¢ What do you see as the single biggest problem fac-
ing cruising sailors in the Caribbean today?

e What do you see as the single biggest attraction of
the Caribbean for cruising sailors today?

Here's what they said.

The Biggest Problem Is:

CRIME & THE PERCEPTION OF CRIME

JoAnne and Bill Harris, who both hold 100-ton
USCG Master Licenses and have been cruising the
53-foot trimaran Ultra through the Eastern and
Western Caribbean for over seven years, tell us, “We
must say that one of our greatest disappointments in
our Caribbean cruising life is the increasing number of
security issues that are being reported, and it appears
to us that in the Eastern Caribbean incidents are
definitely escalating. Yes, we recognize there is a much
larger cruising community there and there is also a
much larger population living on land. In the Western
Caribbean, too, there have been several security inci-
dents. Some of the incidents reported in both the
Eastern and Western Caribbean are petty thefts, how-
ever other reports describe violent attacks on cruisers
where the outcome is that someone is severely injured
or is killed.

“We do not want to alarm anyone, but it is important
to bring to your attention our own personal experi-
ences: we have known 23 vessels that have had at
least one of the aforementioned incidents happen to
them in the past seven-plus years. Some of these ves-
sels have even had multiple security incidents. We love
our great life of cruising; unfortunately, it does come
with the price of always being aware of security
issues.”

Lindsay Bindman, who is in her first year of cruis-
ing, aboard the 47-foot ketch Vagabond, agrees: “The
single biggest problem facing cruising sailors in the
Caribbean today is theft-and-security. Being able to
effectively lock one’s ship (and dinghy), as well as
secure hiding places down below for valuables is a
daily challenge.”

Christine and Kevin Gooch, experienced cruisers
aboard the 38-foot cat Sweet Sensation, also weigh in:
“In our opinion, the biggest problem is increasingly
violent crime against cruisers — either real crimes or
the perceived risk of them. We now think twice about
anchoring overnight if we are the only boat in an
anchorage and avoid certain anchorages where cruis-
ers have been attacked previously.”

Awilda (Willie) and Mark Haskins, cruising for
nearly a decade aboard the 60-foot ketch Liahona,
sum it up: “Crimes against cruisers seem to be on the
rise, particularly in areas considered safe in recent
years. Learning how to protect yourself and your boat,
without sacrificing enjoying the peace and beauty of
remote locations, can be a challenge.”

See the sidebar for information on how cruisers are
meeting that challenge.

OVERCROWDING

Jennifer Simpson of the 44-foot sloop Three Sheets
says that the biggest problem is overcrowded anchor-
ages, especially in popular hurricane-season destina-
tions at this time of year. “As the cruising population
grows, it's become a race to get to the best anchorages,
especially in the summer months. Boats are often so
tightly packed in certain anchorages that safe anchor-
ing procedures are not followed. Inevitably someone
drags when bad weather develops, putting all sur-
rounding vessels in jeopardy.

“Additionally, overcrowding puts a strain on local
resources. Since cruisers often buy in bulk, smaller
markets are quickly emptied, leaving little left for the
local population. Rather than accepting that some
goods are unavailable or services may be slower
because of crowds, many cruisers become demanding,
complaining loudly and online, damaging the reputa-
tion of local businesses. Also, many cruisers don’t
move their vessels for months on end, continually pol-
luting the protected harbors with their waste. Should
any country attempt to mitigate the issue with anchor-
ing restrictions, fees, etcetera, cruisers fight back with
a sense of entitlement, seemingly forgetting we are all
simply guests in the countries we visit and compound-
ing a growing negative stereotype of cruisers.”

Mike Lucivero of S/V Ciao Bella looks at it from a
different tack: “The danger is the proliferation of state
parks, reserves, or any protected or controlled areas.
The parks and reserves are a good idea but the way in

which they’re being managed does not benefit cruis-
ers. The mooring balls... are too expensive for many
cruisers to consider, and the more that the ideal
anchorages are taken up with park or reserve mooring
balls, the more difficult it is for cruisers to find pro-
tected bays for enjoyment and safe anchorage, espe-
cially when storms threaten. It seems the needs of
commercial charter and luxury yachts are being met
over the needs of cruisers.”

Long-time cruisers Angelika and Angelus Gruener
on Angelos feel that “The single biggest problem is the
charterers... They come with money in abundance,
and think they can outweigh their behaviour with their
money.”

¥

great sailing area easily accessible from the States or
Europe that is warm in the winter!”

Christine and Kevin Gooch: “The biggest attrac-
tions for us are the sailing conditions: steady
tradewinds and warm weather — a welcome escape
from UK winters!”

Awilda and Mark Haskins: “The weather!”

EASY PASSAGE MAKING

Jennifer Simpson says the biggest attraction is
“Ease of passage making. The Caribbean cruising
grounds are relatively easy to navigate, most islands in
such short proximity to each other that passages
between them are less daunting to new cruisers. There
are incredible resources to plan a journey, whether

CHELSEA PYNE

Nai'a Blue is Chelsea Pyne’s island-hopping home.
The ease of short passages comes with the frustration
of different governments’ regulations
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CUSTOMS & IMMIGRATION

Chelsea Pyne notes a problem that has confounded
many other new Caribbean cruisers: “For a crew that
is constantly on the move in the Caribbean, our big-
gest problem revolves around the local governments:
dealing with unorganized authorities and forever-
changing policies, regulations and rising fees.”

Jim Hutchins, a long-time cruiser on the 40-foot
sloop Boldly Go, notes, however, that steps are being
taken to make clearance easier: “The opportunity is
with the proliferation of clearance places and sys-
tems. My personal favorite is Sea Services chandlery
in Fort de France, Martinique. You walk in, enter
your information at a computer and hit ‘print’. Voila.
You're done. Many island nations are making their
clearance more user friendly and adding locations to
make it more convenient for visiting yachts.”
(Electronic pre-clearance is now also available in
many Caribbean nations; see www.sailclear.com.)

ONE MORE THING

And finally, there’s the eternal problem of “man over-
board!” — and yes, it happens here. Art Ross, USCG
Auxiliary Officer and a Certified Vessel Safety exam-
iner, says, “When we hear of mishaps, accidents,
losses, breakdowns and other incidents that screw up
a sailor’s day, we are hearing about something that
may have been preventable. Wear your PFD (personal
flotation device) in sketchy weather or at night. Your
PFD should always have a flashing beacon attached,
and a whistle. Another common mistake is not having
a boarding ladder available — ever try to climb on
board without one?”

In summary, although it’s hard to pinpoint an actu-
al rate of crimes against a constantly fluctuating popu-
lation, we've got a strong perception that crime is on
the rise. We also hear about overcrowding, although
this can be a matter of perspective: what seems crowd-
ed to a South Seas cruiser might seem normal to a
sailor from a popular European port. Clearing in and
out while island hopping is more problematic in some
places than in others, but remains a hassle.

So, what's on the other side of the scale that contin-
ues to draw sailors to the Caribbean?

And the Biggest Attraction Is:

WEATHER & SAILING CONDITIONS

Don Street, who has cruised and written about the
Eastern Caribbean for half a century: “The biggest
attraction of the Caribbean is the fact that it is the only

through online forums, cruising guides, social media
and Chris Parker’s weather reports, cruisers can eas-
ily find the information they need to get from one
anchorage or island to the next. (Unfortunately, it’s the
available resources that make Caribbean cruising
easier that lead back to the problem of overcrowd-
ing.)”

Mike Lucivero adds: “Opportunity knocks with
advanced GPS and the advancement of technology for
weather forecasting to aid cruisers’ planning and navi-
gation.”

Chelsea Pyne: We do not know why we picked the
Caribbean over the Mediterranean or Indo-Pacific...
We like to think the waves here are nicer and the
islands are closer together allowing more “hopping”.

Lynn Kaak and Ken Goodings: “[The biggest attrac-
tion is] the ease of travelling from one island to another.
It is all day trips if that is what you like, with your next
destination often within sight! And each island has its
own charm.”

CAMARADERIE

Christine and Kevin Gooch: “[Another big attrac-
tion besides the weather is] the sense of community
amongst cruisers. Each year brings the chance to
catch up with old friends and meet new ones, and it is
heartwarming to see the way cruisers reach out to help
others — be it collecting funds for those needing
medical help or for victims of crime or shipwreck, help-
ing local children learn to read, or donating and taking
supplies to countries hit by hurricanes.”

JoAnne and Bill Harris: “Okay, now for our most
favorite part of cruising the Caribbean. It is the cama-
raderie amongst the cruisers. It is a magical thing! We
all share a common bond, which is to make our life on
the sea — and all of the good, the bad, and ugly that
comes along with it. Whenever a cruiser has a problem,
there is an immediate lineup of cruisers offering to
assist, whether it is a boat issue, medical issue, or even
if just plain ol' moral support is needed. Furthermore,
whenever there is a fun Happy Hour or Potluck Party
that is organized by a cruiser, everyone attends and it
is one big happy family. Over our past seven-plus years
living aboard, we have had a blast entertaining old and
new friends aboard Ultra, spending countless sundown-
ers and potlucks with cruisers from around the globe.
Yes, many of them are amazing friends for a lifetime!”

Lynn Kaak and Ken Goodings, living aboard the
35-foot sloop Silverheels 3 since 2003, share a caveat:

—Continued on next page
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“It seems many cruisers ‘ghettoize’ themselves, and
just stay within the cruiser hangouts, or go to ‘local’
events, but then just stay with other cruisers. Meet
people! Strike up conversations!”

Which brings us to...

CULTURAL DIVERSITY

Lindsay Bindman: “The single biggest attraction of
the Caribbean for cruising sailors today continues to
be the variety of places to visit within a small geo-
graphic region. It's a beautifully diverse experience in
which there is something for everyone. There’s a blend
of so many cultures, languages, foods and people.”

Art Ross seconds that: “Diversity of culture has
always trumped everything else for me. Each island
presents itself in unique ways. The lovely faces of the
children, the friendliness of the vendors, the helpful-
ness at a boatyard (well, mostly), the food, the beaches.
It is the culture that we seek, I think, after all — that
which is different and excites our imaginations and
offers us special possibilities.”

In balance, are the perceived problems of crime and
overcrowding outweighed by the attractions of warm
weather and good sailing conditions, easy passage
making, cultural diversity and great cruising camara-
derie? It seems so, but only time will tell.

Tackling crime against yachts will be key, as a bad
incident in one spot tends to tarnish the reputation of
the whole region. Christine and Kevin Gooch point out,
“The issue appears to be taken more seriously by the
Governments of some countries than others; in some
places crimes against cruisers are jumped on immedi-
ately and every effort made to secure an arrest and
conviction so as not to adversely affect tourism, while
others appear to do nothing or very little.”

As for overcrowding, zoning looms on the horizon to
control over-use of popular harbors in some loca-
tions.

Meanwhile, the ease of passage making, the weather
(climate change aside), the cultural diversity and the
cruising community spirit itself are constants, attract-
ing new boats to the Caribbean every year, and Bill
and JoAnne Harris speak for many who linger here
when they say, “We love this Caribbean cruising life
and have been truly blessed to have done it for so long.
We look forward to many more adventurous years to
come!”

Cruisers’ Tips On
Crime Prevention

Lindsay Bindman: “Sometimes security means
not leaving the ship after dark. Some danger can be
avoided by reading other sailor’s reviews of locations
on applications such as Active Captain. This is an
excellent way to stay informed and stay safe as you
navigate the islands.”

JoAnne and Bill Harris: “We have encountered
numerous cruisers who leave their boat open at night
while they sleep or when they go ashore. For us this is
not an option, we lock up Ultra every time we leave her,
even if it is just a quick trip to visit a fellow boat. We
also lock up as though Ultra is Fort Knox — every
night. Yes, we sweat at night, due to poor ventilation
with only one or two hatches open that are very near
to us. But then again, this is the tropics, so we also
sweat during the day when everything is open!

“We have implemented several security measures
aboard Ultra and also have created and practiced sev-
eral security drills. Furthermore, we have conducted
several security seminars for other cruisers aboard
Ultra as well as at happy hours. Some might say, T do
not want to live that way,” and we agree that it would
be so great to be more carefree in regard to security,
but the number one goal is to be safe and secure while

living aboard. Security aboard for us is not unlike liv-
ing on land as we did in Texas, where we would always
have the house locked up during the day and at
night.

“To get more information on marine security issues,
go to www.noonsite.com. You can also sign up, as we
have, to get free security alerts at www.safetyandsecu-
ritynet.com.”

Don Street: “Regarding the stealing of dinghies, the
only solution is hoist it or lose it. Do this every night!
Make a four-point hoisting bridle attaching to four
points on the dinghy, tie the lines together to a big
ring, attach the ring to the main halyard and hoist the
dinghy clear of the water.”

Ellen Birrell on Boldly Go presents a broader out-
look: “A growing danger for cruisers is the diminishing
number of tranquil, safe and pristine anchorages in
island societies where inequality flourishes and guns
are proliferating.

“During European conquest and colonization, ‘afflu-
ence’ (power, money, guns) meeting ‘poverty’ (living
simply in oneness with the land) was disastrous for
indigenous Caribbean peoples. Western culture con-
sidered living in unity with one’s natural environment
heathen and deserving of enslavement or decimation.
Importing Africans and keeping them in slavery for
more than 200 years, and then emancipating them
without rehabilitation or training added to the deba-
cle.

“We all have the opportunity, however, of seeing our-
selves as part of the same human race and seeking to
end poverty. Poverty is a manmade condition. Only
humans can rid themselves of this problem they creat-
ed. Caribbean nations can build a strong middle class.
A middle class that is educated and equipped to care for
themselves and their marine environment bodes well for
visitors and residents alike. Be a voice for equality
through purchasing choices and supporting programs
that build literacy, women’s empowerment, vocational
training and youth development.”

A Few Words
from Panama

Ray Jason says, “I am about as expert as anyone
when it comes to discussing the southwestern
Caribbean and in particular the Bocas del Toro archi-
pelago in Panama.

“Those of us who have gravitated here consider it
‘the Undiscovered Caribbean’. And many of us here
have sampled the Eastern Caribbean extensively: and
can thus make a fairly accurate assessment — at least
on a personal basis.

“I spent considerable time aboard Aventura in the US
and British Virgin Islands and a couple of years in the
Windwards, from St. Vincent down to Grenada. I have
been a full-time cruiser since 1992 and I still love this
mode of living. As a result, I try to pay attention to

Although always aware of security issues,
seasoned salts JoAnne and Bill Harris say,
‘We love our great life of cruising’

various improvements or degradations. I did my West
Indies cruising before I discovered Bocas del Toro, so
my very favorable opinion of this area is not a result of
arriving here first.

“As I island-hopped down the chain, these were the
less favorable aspects that I noticed. This litany is
fairly standard, and I am surely not alone in being
disappointed by these things:

e Vast numbers of bareboat charterers with a
lesser skill-set than genuine cruisers. Being there on
a one- or two-week junket make their financial con-
siderations far different from those of the full-time
cruiser. This increases the cost of shoreside necessi-
ties and luxuries.

¢ Pay-by-the-day mooring fields dominating so many
anchorages. Aside from the cost issues, this also
makes it tougher for those trying to drop the hook,
since the scope issues become complicated and because
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the moorings usually take up the best positions.

e Aggressive ‘boat boys’ practically requiring you to
pay them to do chores that you prefer to handle on your
own.

¢ Crowded anchorages — either with or without
retail moorings.

e Tourism fatigue. So many decades of catering to
visitors can take a toll on the local community. This
expresses itself in a latent tension that sometimes
surfaces and becomes more overt.

e The ubiquitous cacophony of boom boxes. It is
hard to savor the tranquility of the tropics when it is
difficult to sleep.

“Bocas del Toro does not suffer from any of those
difficulties. However, lest I portray Bocas as a cruisers’
Shangri-la, I should mention the one downside. In
recent years Panama has had a reputation for being an
expensive country to clear into. And indeed the fees
have been near the high end of the spectrum. However,
the owner of the Bocas Marina has been lobbying tire-
lessly, at his own expense, to get that resolved. The
effort has gone all the way to the National Congress
where a bill is now working its way through the
approval process. When it is ratified, Panama will go
from being an expensive cruising destination to a very
inexpensive one.

“And as a bonus, there is no Hurricane Season —
because there are no hurricanes.

Another experienced cruiser, who prefers to be
Anonymous, says, “Since we have been cruising only
in Panama and to a lesser extent in Colombia since
2010 it is impossible for me to render an accurate
opinion to your questions outside of the small world
we presently occupy. I will comment on what I have
personally experienced.

“The single biggest problem in the San Blas is
exploitation.

¢ Exploitation of visiting cruisers ranging from unre-
alistic fees such as the proposal for a US$5,000 a
month fee to sail in the San Blas, to the exclusion of
yachts completely by nationalistic elements in the
leadership who have effectively scared away many of
the folks that wanted to visit the San Blas.

¢ Exploitation of the environment, with no system of
garbage disposal, except throwing all waste, including
plastic, into the sea.

¢ Exploitation of all sizes of gastropods, something I
have never seen anywhere else, where whole conch
beds are decimated by four guys with an ulu wading
the flats, punching our the bodies from all the shells
they find, till the area has been emptied. The mag-
nificent reefs are fast turning into dead rock and ris-
ing sea surface levels are killing the coconut trees on
the periphery of many of the islands.

e Unchecked population growth by a people that
seem not to practice any method of population limita-
tion, now that infant mortality is at the lowest point in
their history thanks to modern birthing practices.

“Your second question is easy. [The biggest attraction
in the San Blas is] postcard-perfect beauty in the form
of high mountains to the south and islands ringed with
white sand beaches; some amazingly happy, friendly
people living in a subsidence world we really can’t
appreciate as westerners coming from a developed
countries; and empty anchorages you can remain in
without being visited by another boat for weeks.”

Caribbean weather remains a major magnet. Why

freeze through the winter
when you can breeze through the tropics?
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SANTIAGC
DE CUBA

arkness was falling as we approached Santiago de Cuba aboard our Prout 38
catamaran, Sweet Sensation; in the fading light we could just make out the

old Spanish fort on the cliffs flanking the harbour entrance. Inside the har-

bour various smaller bays led off from the main channel and Kevin and I

found ourselves dodging a flotilla of fishermen in small boats coming out of one of the
bays. Some had a single white lantern shining faintly in the stern; others — unlit —
waited until we got too close before flashing powerful white spotlights to warn us away.
We had set off from Cabo Cruz just before midnight and spent the whole day
motor-sailing along the spectacular southeast coast of Cuba in unusually light

by Christine Gooch

Above: This early-Fifties Chevy is a typical Cuban taxi

Left: Overlooking Santiago de Cuba’s
marina and harbour entrance

winds, so we were relieved to drop anchor off the marina
and were looking forward to settling down for the night.
However, the VHF crackled into life and the marina dock
master called us up, instructing us to go ashore to check in. In Cuba, you not only
have to check in when you first arrive in the country, but each time you move the
boat you have to update your cruising permit (called a despacho). Customs and
Immigration are run by the military; although it was a pain having to check in and
out so often, we found the officials to be strict, but efficient and courteous. If you are
heading north from the Caribbean, Santiago is likely to be your first stop in Cuba.
The dock master advised us that we should re-anchor in front of the marina as it
“wasn't safe” where we were: we were too close to a local settlement.
—Continued on next page
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It wasn't clear whether he meant we weren't safe from the locals or vice versa; we
suspected that actually they just wanted us where they could keep an eye on us. It
was a pity, as we were in a lovely spot with early morning birds singing in the trees
and jolly Cuban music from a nearby bar.

The next morning, having re-anchored, we set off for the city of Santiago de Cuba,
about a 20-minute ride away by taxi. One of the things we had most been looking
forward to in Cuba was riding in an old American car. We had been in Cuba for a
month already, and had had several such journeys. The cars’ bodywork and
chrome fenders were generally gleaming, even if the windows frequently had no
glass and on one memorable occasion the passenger door flew open as we cornered
at speed!

The city streets were teeming with various modes of transport: horse-drawn carts,
bicycle taxis, old American and Russian cars, buses ancient and modern, men
standing up in the back of trucks. The taxi dropped us off in Parque Cespedes, the
main square. Santiago was founded in 1515 by Spanish Conquistador Diego
Velazquez de Cuellar “in the name of His Majesty the King Don Fernando, God keep
him for many years; lord and master of these lands” and contains many beautiful
Spanish colonial buildings. Those in the centre have been restored to their original
glory, while others on the outskirts have sadly fallen into disrepair.

Parque Cespedes was surrounded on all sides by beautiful buildings; the huge
cathedral, a confection of grey and white with tall towers at either end; La Casa de
Diego Velazquez, built between1516 and 1530 and the oldest house still standing in
Cuba; the Town Hall, from one of whose balconies Fidel Castro made his first speech
to the citizens of Santiago on January 1st, 1959, a date marked annually by a pub-
lic holiday known as El Dia del Triunfo de la Revolucion (Day of the Triumph of the
Revolution). You can't go far in Cuba without coming across huge murals and post-

ers of Castro or of Che Guevara, both of whom are regarded as heroes of the revolu-
tion by many Cubans.

The Hotel Casa Grande occupied the fourth side of the square. It was well named,
as it resembled a palace, with ornate white decoration against a background of plaster
the colour of buttermilk. A balcony running the length of the facade sheltered French
windows leading to what we imagined would be sumptuously appointed bedrooms. We
treated ourselves to a drink on the hotel terrace while we used their WiFi to check our
e-mails, ensconced in comfortable wicker rocking chairs.

Waiters in white shirts and black trousers carried hamburgers
to tables, their expressions suggesting that they thought this I|I
might be beneath their dignity in such grand surroundings.

Left: Horse-drawn carts are a common form of transport
for goods and people

Right: Images of Fidel Castro are everywhere

Below: Lively live music is everywhere, too!

R

claiming to work at the marina who tried to give us guided tours or take us to local
restaurants. They were very persistent and hard to shake off, all the while seeming
to be offering helpful advice to save you money.

—Continued on next page
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Don’t be fooled (we consider ourselves to be quite savvy but we were duped by one
into paying through the nose for a meal in a “local restaurant”). However, for the most
part we found Cubans to be lovely people — friendly, generous and contented.

Away from the main square, in Plaza las Dolores, a small square shaded by trees
where locals gossiped on park benches or sipped coffee at open-air cafés, a group of
five elderly musicians played for tips, their Cuban son music setting our feet tapping.
From Velazquez's Balcony, on the site of an old Spanish fort, there are stunning
views over the roofs of local houses, bars and restaurants to the harbour below, an
expanse of sparkling blue water backed by green mountains. A steep hill led down
to the waterfront through a maze of narrow, dusty streets lined with small buildings
painted subtle hues of green, pink, yellow and blue. Through the open door of one
house we glimpsed an elderly lady at an ancient Singer sewing machine, hemming a
rice sack. The smell of cooking wafted out from small local restaurants, together with
the murmur of conversation. A small girl clutching her mother’s hand regarded us
solemnly; her face broke into a beaming smile when we stopped and gave her a string
of colourful plastic beads as a present.

Ferries leaving from a landing close to the marina run to Santiago three or four
times a day and are cheaper than taxis. Ferries also run to Granma Island, a small
island on the way to the harbour entrance. They cost one peso for locals and one
CUC for tourists each way. Cuba has two currencies — local pesos and CUC (tourist
pesos). Be sure you know which one a price is quoted in; one CUC equals 25 local
pesos, so if you get it wrong you'll be paying 25 times more than you expected.

In the event, we joined a coachload of tourists on a boat run by the marina. It cost
two CUC each way but we could call it to pick us up at any time. The boat landed at
a small jetty on Granma Island, outside a restaurant overlooking the water. The tour-
ists immediately sat down for lunch at the restaurant, but we set off to explore. We
were joined by an uninvited young “guide”, even though the island was so small it
hardly seemed as though we were likely to get lost. Children came running up, ask-
ing, “Have you anything you can give me?” In Santiago and other Cuban cities, locals
sometimes approached us in the street asking if we had any soap, shampoo, pens,
pencils or paper we could give them. In smaller villages the locals would barter fish,
vegetables and eggs for those things, while fishing hooks and line were much appreci-
ated by fishermen. Park Rangers on the outer islands can be marooned on an island
for up to a month at a time and really appreciated fresh comestibles such as bread.

The houses on Granma Island were a bit tumbledown but very quaint. Flights of
stone steps led between them up the central conical hill, and colourful trumpet vine
and bougainvillea cascaded over walls. A sign chalked on a small blackboard outside
one building read “Sala TV Cayo Granma”. Our guide explained that islanders would
gather there in the evening to watch TV together: obviously there were few privately
owned TV sets on Cayo Granma. An uneven flagstone path led around the edge of
the island, past small rowing boats tied up at a wooden jetty.

The sun was hot, so we stopped at one of the three or four family-run restaurants
in the small village for a refreshing drink. As we walked back to the jetty afterwards
to catch the marina launch we passed locals leaning on front porch balconies, dogs
sprawled on the pavement snoozing in the heat and a man fishing from a jetty with a
hand line. The island had a relaxed and indolent feel about it. If they didn’t work in
or own a bar or restaurant, the islanders didn’t seem bothered whether tourists came
or not. We wondered what work there was for them apart from tourism or fishing.

Kevin and two other yacht skippers arranged to get diesel while in Santiago; this

turned out to be nothing so simple as going alongside a fuel dock. Fuel had been
unavailable at the marina since Hurricane Sandy destroyed the fuel bowser in 2012;
instead, we had to tell local man Carlos how much fuel we wanted, make sure we
had enough cash to pay, and the skippers had to go with him to the gas station to
get it. This took six hours in total; first they had to go and collect water (the marina
had had no water for the past 24 hours). Carlos then took them to two different
garages to get the diesel, because the amount of diesel Cubans can buy in one go is
limited. Kevin took a photo of the diesel pipe poked through the window of the mini-
bus to fill a 100-litre tank inside it. Apparently the nozzle came out of the tank and
sprayed diesel around the inside of the vehicle!

Meanwhile I went in search of Rosa, a local lady who takes in laundry. I found her
in a small house behind the marina; she met me at the door and invited me in for a
coffee. The house was built of weather-beaten wood, almost hidden beneath an enor-
mous tree. Inside was a room containing a large, battered sofa covered by a patterned
blue-and-white throw that stood out in the dimness of the room. Rosa invited me to sit
down on the sofa and brought me a small cup of black coffee. It was so dark I thought
the shutters might be closed, but it was just the leaves of the tree blocking out most
of the light. I could just make out a row of faded, dusty flags from different countries
hanging on the wall at a level where a picture rail would be. The washing machine
stood in a corner of the room, next to a small TV; Rosa charged three CUC (about
US$3) per load and the laundry came back lovely and clean and smelling fresh.

Not so our decks; we had a problem with drops of oil and orange blobs from the smok-
ing chimney behind the marina landing on them and staining them. Nothing we had
on board would remove the stains, but the marina sold us a couple of bottles of very
strong toilet cleaner, which they had boxes of. I don’t know what is in it, but it cer-
tainly did the trick and a couple of hours later our decks were sparkling clean again.

We found Cuba to be a beguiling and spectacularly beautiful country, caught in a
1950s time warp. Big old American and Russian cars filled the city streets, while in
the countryside farmers driving horse-drawn carts and haughty gauchos on horse-
back were a common sight. To be
sure, it is a big country to circum-
navigate, and we were often held up
having to wait for weather windows
to make progress along the coast. It
isn't easy sailing — there are off-
lying reefs and the seas can be
uncomfortably lumpy — but for us
the uniqueness of Cuba as a cruis-
ing destination made up for the chal-
lenges. Santiago is typical of the cit-
ies we visited, but there are also
gorgeous white sand beaches on
uninhabited islands, and spectacu-
lar diving and snorkelling on the
outer reefs. Tourism and facilities for
yachts are in their infancy, but with
the recent relaxation of restrictions
on US citizens visiting Cuba, hope-
fully they will improve as more peo-
ple choose to cruise Cuba.
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HIKING TO
NEVIS PEAK

by Lindsay Bindman

“There’s no way you can do that hike without a guide,” said Sam, a local man we’d
met in Charlestown.

“Well, would you be able to let us know where the entrance to the trail is? We'd
really like to try it on our own,” I replied.

No luck. Sam was at least the fifth person we’'d asked.

After asking taxi drivers, employees of the post office and a few bartenders, the
consensus was the same. Everyone thought we were crazy to try to hike the 3,200
feet to Nevis Peak without a guide, but their skepticism only fuelled our desire to
succeed. So we set out at seven one morning, and made our way into town. Our
group was comprised of three boats’ crews, the ages ranging from eight years old to
60-something,.

Before tackling the mountain — really a volcano — we decided to pay a visit to the
local bakery, whose sandwiches had become famous among our group. We filled our
backpack with the food and water for later.

We finally secured a ride up to the start of the trail, and our adventure began. After
days at sea and a few rough anchorages, it was so nice to stretch our legs on land.
Upon reaching the entrance to the trail, our excitement began to grow. The weather
was overcast, cool and even rainy at times, which helped us to remain active for so
many hours.

Backpacks on and runners tied just right, we were off. We began the ascent as a
group, but before long we’d settled into single file in order to properly navigate the
narrow trails. The initial part of the hike, while obviously uphill, was not particu-
larly steep. We were making great time and feeling confident in our decision not to
have hired a guide. Little did we know this smooth, open terrain we were breezing
along represented only about ten or 20 percent of our journey to the top.

And this did not last long.

As the steepness of our climb increased exponentially, our speed decreased at the
same rate, as it took time and concentration to hoist ourselves higher and higher.
The remaining 80 percent of the hike was so steep there were ropes in place, meant
to assist us in our climb.

After well over an hour, we reached what hindsight tells me was halfway. The trail
had become much more comparable to rock climbing than hiking. In addition to
that, there was mud everywhere. It had just rained, so it was extra slippery. Our
shoes were the first to become absolutely covered. I tried to walk carefully so that
the mud wouldn't seep into my socks, but maintaining proper footing was more
important than staying clean. Once my feet and ankles were mud-ridden it was a
slippery slope — no pun intended — and before long, there was mud everywhere. My
companions made fun of me for getting so muddy, but they weren’t far behind.

As we got higher and higher, we began to notice a thick mist in the air. Little
glimpses through the trees and leaves confirmed that we were in the clouds! After at
least three hours, with aching arms and covered in mud from head to toe, we
reached the top. As we stepped out onto flat ground for the first time in hours, we
looked out, eager to see the view that 3,200 feet provides.

The irony was, we couldn’t see a thing.

We later learned that Nevis Peak was once known as “Snow Mountain” because of
the cloud that seemed to rest permanently around the top. It was very surreal to be
entirely encompassed by a thick cloud, making it impossible to see anything that lay
below. But regardless of the lack of view, we sat in the mud, drinking water and eat-
ing our sandwiches. They had never tasted so good.

On the way down it was equally as challenging to find my footing as we battled
gravity. If we thought we were muddy on the way up, we clearly hadn’t prepared our-
selves for the mudslides, all the way down. It became clear that my clothes were on
their last adventure. At one juncture, our family friend Michael, who was visiting from
Toronto, tried to help me with my footing. The slippery mud was making it difficult to
balance. After struggling for several minutes, he encouraged me just to sit and slide
down to him. So I did. But as I landed at his feet, I inadvertently splattered his entire
face and chest with mud. I laughed and laughed and so did my Dad. Michael didn’t
find it quite as hilarious, but got his revenge during a mud fight later on.

All in all we were gone five hours and had definitely earned a cold beer when we'd
reached the bottom.
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Crossing the channels between Caribbean islands with a favorable tide will
make your passage faster and more comfortable. The table below, courtesy Don
Street, author of Street’s Guides and compiler of Imray-Iolaire charts, which
shows the time of the meridian passage (or zenith) of the moon for this AND next
month, will help you calculate the tides.

Water, Don explains, generally tries to run toward the moon. The tide starts
running to the east soon after moonrise, continues to run east until about an
hour after the moon reaches its zenith (see TIME below) and then runs westward.
From just after the moon’s setting to just after its nadir, the tide runs eastward;
and from just after its nadir to soon after its rising, the tide runs westward; i.e.
the tide floods from west to east. Times given are local.

Note: the maximum tide is 3 or 4 days after the new and full moons.

For more information, see “Tides and Currents” on the back of all Imray Iolaire
charts. Fair tides!

September 2016 21 0347 10 1914
DATE TIME 22 0446 11 2006
1 1205 23 0543 12 2058
2 1250 24 0643 13 2151
3 1335 25 0733 14 2245
4 1418 26 0825 15 2340
5 1501 27 0914 16 0037
6 1545 28 1001 17 0000 (full moon)
7 1629 29 1047 18 0135
8 1715 30 1131 19 0234
9 1823 20 0334
10 1852 21 0442
11 1943 October 2016 22 0528
12 2034 1 1218 23 0622
13 2122 2 1257 24 0712
14 2220 3 1341 25 0800
15 2313 4 1425 26 0846
16 0007 5 1510 27 0930
17 0000 (full moon) 6 1557 28 1013
18 0101 7 1645 29 1055
19 0156 8 1734 30 1139
20 0252 9 1844 31 1223



St. George’s is the business and cul-
tural hub of Grenada, then Grenville
is its more practical older brother.
Serving most country folk well away
from the tourist areas, its narrow streets and colonial
buildings are testament to its history as Grenada’s
second seaport. The well-protected east-facing har-
bour was once the trading hub of the island, and after
air travel became popular, Pearls Airport was built just
north of the town center. Replaced by the larger
Maurice Bishop International Airport at Point Salines
in 1985, the old coastal airstrip is now occupied by
various livestock grazing among the few remaining
concrete buildings and Air Cuba prop planes.
Grenville lies on the island’s east coast, a good har-
bor for skilled reef navigators who want a truly local
experience. It is a port of entry, though not too many
yachts are likely to clear here. Within Grenville most
basic services are easily found, grocery stores are well

Grenville:
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stocked, and restaurants serve up hefty portions of
local fare.

Navigation

With the wind and sea pushing you in, it's an
entrance where you can really get in trouble should
something go wrong. If you are coming from the north
you can pass inside or outside Telescope Rock.

Approach only in the morning with the sun behind
you. The entrance is a narrow passage between two
reefs that are shallow enough to get you in trouble, but
deep enough you cannot easily see them. If the buoys
are in place it is simple, but they are sometimes miss-
ing. Leaving Grenville is best in the afternoon, with the
sun behind.

The alignment of the church over the buildings
below it can be helpful; the photo was taken at the
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outer entrance, The channel is over 30 feet deep and
the reefs at the entrance are eight to 14 feet, breaking
in heavy weather: a shallow reef patch lies on the
north side, just inside.

Once in the channel, the shallow water is more vis-
ible and you should be able to spot the rather nonde-
script beacon well ahead that marks the beginning of
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the Luffing Channel. The beacon is on the shoal, not
in deep water. Round it, turning to starboard. You
should be able to eyeball the shallows here, but with
luck the inner buoys will be in place. Both are red, but
one has a green top. Pass between them and anchor in
the basin, leaving plenty of room for any vessels using
the main docks.

Above: At the outer entrance, the church steeple lines up
with the road below it and the left edge of the right-hand
window on the big light-colored building — approximately!

Left: Buoys go missing from time to time, so use eyeball
navigation in good light

Boats used to sail in and out of this harbor, so it can
be done, but I don’t advise it till you know it well.
There is no dinghy dock and the fishing dock is busy,
though fine for a drop-off or quick stop. If you want to
lock up and leave your dinghy, beaching it north of the
fishing dock and locking it to whatever is convenient
would be a good option.

Ashore

For internet access, Computer Visioneers is air con-
ditioned and also offers printing, faxing, and scan-
ning services. Find them on the second story of the
Grenlec building, on the street north of the Spice
Market. The FedEx office is in Rhamdanny & Co, next
to Good Food. Most bars and restaurants provide free
WiFi for patrons.

As for provisioning, there are a few fair-sized grocery
stores in town. Kalico, at the north end just before the
main roads merge, carries a good selection of grocer-
ies, toiletries, some hardware and appliances. They are
open from 0800 until 2000 Monday through Thursday,
until 2100 on Friday and Saturday, and 1300 on
Sunday. If you're doing early-morning provisioning,
Andall's at the opposite end of town carries similar
stock and opens at 0700 daily.

Besides at street-side vendors, fresh produce and
spices can be found in the main building of the Spice
& Craft Market in the middle of town. The Marketing
Board (MNIB) also sells produce, both local and
imported, liquor, and frozen meats and fish.

—Continued on next page
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The counter at the back provides baked goods and ready-made breakfast and
lunch. They open at 0730 Monday through Friday until 1900, Saturday until 2000,
and Sunday from 0900 to 1300. Across from MNIB you’ll find the Meat Market. Keep
going around behind the church for fresh fish; there, vendors are set up every day
from 0800 until 1700, and till 1800 on Friday and Saturday. For tools and hardware,
visit LL Ramdanny & Co., located beside the pharmacy.

Restaurants

Moore’s is a sweet little sit-down open-air bar and restaurant above Kalico grocer-
ies. Newly opened, they serve made-to-order breakfast, lunch, and dinner every day
from 0700. The breakfast menu includes sandwiches, wraps, and a local favorite,
saltfish and bakes. Lunch and dinner include more of a variety, from pizza to barbe-
cue chicken, rice, pasta, and salad.

The Melting Pot, above Andall’'s at the opposite end of town, serves up hefty por-
tions of ready-made local fare in addition to baked goods and local juices. They are
open from 0800 every day but Sunday.

Out of Town

For a bit of nature, ask for a bus heading south to Munich and ask to be put off
at the Mt. Carmel Falls (a ten-minute ride). From the main road, the trail entrance
is under the green Mt. Carmel sign and down the concrete steps. This is private land
and you may be asked to pay a small fee. An easy 15-minute hike brings you to a
delightful series of pools and falls, great for an afternoon picnic or refreshing swim.

Once at the river, the path splits at a patch of bamboo where you keep left to get
to an impressively vertical wall face of rushing water. Return to the bamboo, cross
the river, turn right and follow the path for another few minutes. You will come to a
lovely pool beneath a cascading slope, great for swimming and sitting under the falls
for a vigorous all-natural back and shoulder massage.

A note from Chris Doyle: “I would like to welcome Lexi Fisher, a Grenadian who was
educated in Canada, to Chris Doyle Publishing. where she will be working with me on
the guides.”

From the Archives

For more information on Grenville see:

* ‘New Buoyage Makes Grenada’s Second City an Attractive Destination’ by Don
Street in the July 2014 issue at www.caribbeancompass.com/online/julyl4com-
pass_online.pdf

¢ ‘Road Trip to Grenville, Grenada’ by Mark Denebeim in the January 2012 issue
at www.caribbeancompass.com/online/januaryl2compass_online.pdf

Left: The harbor is busy with fishing boats
Bottom left: Nearby Mt. Carmel Falls, one of Grenada’s lesser-known attractions

Below: St. Andrew'’s Church on Victoria Street. Grenville has been the capital
of St. Andrew’s Parish since 1796
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On the Hard of a Yard

I was left alone, on some dusty hard.

I was an adventure vessel

who has had been sailing in big and deep seas,

and had crossed the five continents.

I have been dancing in the turquoise waters of the Caribbean Sea.

And I was left alone in the hard in some dusty yard.
There were more like me in the yard,
but it was not the same.

I miss my sailing days when I was playing with the fish,
the whales, the sea wolf, the manta rays,

and passing by great colorful coral reefs.

I miss the wind blowing and inflating my sails,

to make more elegant my dance over the waves.

I have heard that I will be sold.

I hope some good adventurous sailor buys me
and takes good care of me.

And I will be happy again to be used

As if I am a dancing house.

— Luz Adriana Quintero

UNDER SEA

Under water

and seeing clearly there
for the first time

since childhood

I feel again its dance,
visually.

This Caribbean

is a turquoise ballroom

of dip and glide and sway.

Not that its colors

Aren’t splendid: S /

four shades of lavender shimmer

on a fish-school stretched like sticks; a ,‘7
leaf green melts to sun yellow

on others, broad like coins;

the deep blue of jewels
on twenty more in tandem;
and perfect polka dots
for some, in black.
Brilliant ballgowns, all.

Still, it is

the grace of movement

that makes magic of its beauty.

Some fifty — or five hundred — fish will flow
bob, hover and turn

together, as one.

Meeting another school, of different size and shape,
they interweave, a country line-dance,

or arc back, in unison,

all flawless choreography.

Lacy fans, coral fingers,

and a thousand blades of translucent seagrass
move unceasingly,

to and fro,

softened reflections

of surface surge.

It is the grace of this movement
that imparts a promise

that all life

is in sync.

To be amidst

this sea world

is to be deeply reassured

that even above the sea

on land, in sky,

we humans are a part

of this ongoing waltz.

— Elizabeth Duncombe
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SEAWISE WITH DON STREET

BE A CARBON-
FOOTPRINT-FREE
PASSAGEMAKER

Unless you've had your boat delivered or shipped to the Caribbean, you’'ll be mak-
ing a significant ocean passage to get here. When making passages, there is no
reason to run an engine or generator to charge batteries. Use a modern wind gen-
erator when the wind is forward of abeam, and a shaft generator when the wind is
aft of abeam.

Today there are half a dozen or more wind generators on the market that put out
large quantities of electricity. But do not buy a wind generator unless the salesman
will give you the name of three other boatowners that have purchased the generator.
It is essential that you get references from happy users, as some wind generators
produce so much noise as to be insufferable. Also, the advertised wind-to-amperage
graph sometimes is rather optimistic to say the least.

My engineless Iolaire did five transatlantic passages with all electricity provided by
Ampair wind and water generators. They provided not only enough amperage for
lights but also for two small electric refrigeration units.

However, while sailing across the Atlantic I realized that once the wind goes aft of
abeam and the apparent wind drops off, so did the amperage it put out. This is when
the water-powered generator comes into its own.

Recently two new water-powered gen-
erators have come on the market: Watts
& Sea, and Hydrogens. Both put out
massive amounts of electricity from a
small propeller. But they will be expen-
sive for many cruisers and appear to be
easily damaged if they hit anything; if
damaged at sea they would be almost
impossible to fix.

In contrast, if a towed generator hits
something or picks up a bit of a ghost
net, the break link will break, you lose
the prop and 50 or 60 feet of line, but a
smart skipper keeps a spare prop and
line so is quickly back in business.

The Ampair and Hamillton Ferris towed
generating units are pretty basic, maxi-
mum output about seven amps at 12 volts. If the towed prop idea were matched up
with the generating units of the Watts & Sea or Hydrogens, whose amperage is pro-
duced by a small prop, it would be a unit that would produce enough amps for even
the hungriest electrical system and could be easily repaired at sea by replacing the
towed prop and line if fouled and lost.

And there’s another option, one that uses the main engine — when it’s not
running. I have never been able to interest another yachting magazine in pub-
lishing an article on this subject. They say they are only willing to do it if I come
up with a successful tested installation that has a proven track record. At this
time, shaft-driven alternators are strictly DIY projects. But there is plenty of
anecdotal information.

The 39-foot double-ended Block Island schooner Lang Syne sailed around the
world in 1948-'50 with all electricity provided by a generator belted off the free-
wheeling shaft. This generator provided enough amperage not only to provide lights,
but also ran the autopilot and refrigerator. Note that it was a generator, not an
alternator, and the refrigeration in those days used much more amperage; the cork
insulation was nowhere near as efficient as modern urethane foam insulation.
Autopilots in the 1940s and '50s also used huge quantities of electricity in com-
parison to modern units.

In my book The Ocean Sailing Yacht, Volume 2 (available via Amazon), I noted that
the 46-foot Buchanan sloop Aghwe had an alternator running off a free-wheeling
shaft, which produced 30 amps at five knots.

In a couple of his boats, Steve Dashew installed a wing shaft with a 12x18 prop
driving an alternator that at low RPMs kicked in an Electrodyne (the type of alterna-
tor used on delivery trucks). This produced 15 amps/12 volts at seven knots, and at
eight knots it produced between 25 and 30 amps — more amperage than needed to
run electrics, refrigerator, deep freeze, etcetera. There were two problems: at certain
speeds the prop would cavitate and create a lot of noise, and when the batteries were
charged the shaft would be locked, giving the drag of thel2-inch prop.

Steve was apparently unaware that, at that time, WaterMota had developed a small
engine that was direct drive to an adjustable-pitch prop that could be feathered or
have its pitch reversed. Had Steve installed the WaterMota shaft, he would have had
the perfect installation: the pitch could have been adjusted to give maximum amper-
age, and once the batteries were charged the prop could be feathered, giving no noise
and little drag.

The manager of the Royal London Yacht Club told me that he had sailed his
60-foot schooner around the world with almost all the amperage needed produced
by a shaft-driven alternator. He felt that if the electrician had been more enthusias-
tic (but he admitted it is hard to get enthusiastic about a job that requires a lot of
time head down and ass up in the bilge), the unit would have produced all the
amperage needed.

On Lone Star, a 62-foot ketch built in 1982, I urged the installation of a shaft
generator as a backup for the engine-driven alternator and the independent gen-
erator. The designer did not like the idea, but the owner did. A shaft generator/
alternator was installed and 58,000 sea miles later was still working. Lone Star
has done a circumnavigation of the world and also a circumnavigation of South
America, rounding Cape Horn. Lone Star’s shaft-driven alternator does not provide
all the amperage needed, but on passage cuts down the amount of time the gen-
erator has to be run.

Here is a little information that will help you work out an installation. Miles, the
long time skipper of Lone Star, obtained a hand-held tachometer, put a dot on Lone

to generate electricity’

‘If this were to happen, | am sure that on passage

very few yachts would be burning fossil fuels

Star’s shaft and came up with the following figures in a no-load condition.

SPEED SHAFT RPM
6.3 knots 301
7.6 366
8 390

This was on a 23-inch variable-pitch propeller. You can do the same exercise on
your shatft.

A rough rule of thumb: the trailed prop will spin at various speeds at approxi-
mately one half the RPM of the RPMs needed to drive the boat at the same speed in
calm water and no wind.

Once you have figured out the shaft RPM at a speed regularly achieved when on
passage, locate an alternator that cuts in at low RPM, such as the type installed in
delivery vehicles. Check the cut-in RPM of the alternator, your shaft speed at your
passage speed, and figure the pulley sizes for the shaft and alternator. For belts, we
discovered the best belts were the green ones with holes. Cut the belt to length and
join the butt ends by sandwiching them between two metal plates held together with
two screws.

Install a feathering prop. The difference in drag between a feathering and folding
is infinitesimal. On a feathering prop, when put in reverse, the blades flip so the
proper side of the blade is working, increasing backing power to between 50 and 75
percent over a solid or folding prop. Plus, on the good feathering props the pitch can
be adjusted without disassembling the prop. It can be done in the water by a driver.
Every honest marine engineer admits setting the pitch for maximum efficiency —
given prop size, engine size, reduction gear and hull design — provides so many
variables that prop pitch is a bit of a guestimate. The only way to obtain maximum
efficiency of a propeller is to do speed runs with different pitch settings until you find
the best one.

Regarding the prop, use a feathering prop that when put in reverse will lock in reverse.
Start the engine, put it in reverse, then neutral — the prop will freewheel to drive the
alternator; then shut the engine down. Once the batteries are charged, put the engine
in gear, in forward, and then hit the starter — the prop blades will flip to drive forward
but since the engine did not start and it is in gear, the blades will feather.

One word of warning, when the prop is
freewheeling, the blades have been flipped
into reverse and the prop is pulling the shaft
aft. Check with your gear box manufacturer.
Will the gear box accept this reverse pull
over a long period of time? Or should a
thrust bearing be installed on the shaft to
absorb the reverse thrust?

Looking at the difference in cost between
the normal alternator and the fully marin-
ized one I would recommend buying two
normal alternators. When the first one
starts giving trouble, discard it and install
the replacement.

As stated in the beginning of this section,
when on passage there is absolutely no
reason to run an engine or generator to
charge batteries.

A good wind generator will produce all or most of the amperage needed when the
wind is forward of abeam. When the wind goes aft of abeam the shaft generator will
produce all the amperage needed.

If the Volvo and Clipper round the world racers were required to generate all of the
electricity they need from wind and water, and if the ARC gave a substantial prize
for the first boat to finish on corrected time that generated all their electricity by wind
and water, with the development money available to competing manufacturers, the
efficiency of shaft generators would skyrocket!

If all the above is done, I am sure that five years down the line, off-the-shelf shaft
generators would become available. If this were to happen, I am sure that on passage
very few yachts would be burning fossil fuels to generate electricity. Boats would use
shaft generators when sailing down wind and close reaching, wind generators when
beating to windward.

Sailing would be more pleasant with no generator noise or exhaust fumes to smell,
and sailors would be doing their little bit to minimize global warming,.

COMPASS CARTOON
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THE CARIBBEAN SKY: FREE SHOW NIGHTLY!

The Sky from
Mid-September
to Mid-October

by Jim Ulik

Suddenly there was a flash of light, and a quantity of luminous greenish smoke
came out of the pit in three distinct puffs, which drove up, one after the other, straight
into the still air... Forthwith flashes of actual flame, a bright glare leaping from one to
another, sprang from the scattered group of men. It was as if some invisible jet
impinged upon them and flashed into white flame. It was as if each man were sud-
denly and momentarily turned to fire.

— HG Wells, from The War of the Worlds

In the late 1800s the idea of life on Mars became popular. Percival Lowell believed he
could see a network of artificial canals on Mars. In 1895, he created a drawing of the
canals shown in Figure 1. HG Wells’ imagination took over and The War of the Worlds
was published in 1898. This was Wells’ fictional account of aliens landing on and attack-
ing Earth. Wells’ idea for his book is expressed is his comment that, “Yet so vain is man,
and so blinded by his vanity, that no writer, up to the very end of the nineteenth cen-
tury, expressed any idea that intelligent life might have developed there far, or indeed at
all, beyond its earthly level.” September 21st marks the 150th birthday of HG Wells.

Friday, September 16th

This afternoon marks the third Full Moon of summer. Watch for the Moon to rise
just a few minutes after sunset. It will be positioned between the constellations
Aquarius and Pisces.

Sunday, September 18th

There will be a conjunction between the Moon and Uranus in the constellation
Pisces. Uranus is named for the Greek god of the heavens. It was the first planet to
be discovered with the aid of a telescope, in 1781. Uranus should be visible to the
naked eye or through a pair of binoculars. In 1986, Voyager 2 took images of the

The ‘canals of Mars’ by Percival Lowell, 1895

FIGURE 1

planet as it flew by on its way to interstellar space.

Wednesday, September 21st

Watch for meteors streaming out of the eastern sky. Tonight the Piscid meteor
shower will reach its maximum rate of activity. To minimize the interference from
moonlight, the best time to look for shooting stars is before the Moon rises. There will
also be a conjunction between the Moon and Aldebaran in the constellation Taurus.

Thursday, September 22nd

Today marks the September or Autumnal Equinox. The Sun’s declination is zero
degrees — positioned directly over the equator.
The night and day hours are nearly equal in every location on Earth. During the
equinoxes the Sun’s rays can reflect off the solar panels of geostationary satellites,
generating bright flares. These satellites are positioned in the equatorial plane
called the Clarke Belt (named after Sir Arthur C Clarke’s prediction, in 1945,
regarding geostationary satellite communications). The flares occur when the Sun
crosses this plane, with the Sun’s rays shining perpendicular to the reflective sur-
faces of the satellites.

Friday, September 23rd

This morning the Moon will be high overhead, reaching the last quarter phase at

0556 hours. —Continued on next page
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Now available as an ok at Amazon.com, :

Cruising Life: The Best Stories from Caribbean Compass

is a collection of 49 outstanding stories selected from more than

200 issues of Caribbean Compass.
Ann Vanderhoof, author of An Embarrassment of Mangoes and *#
he Spice Necklace, says, “Given a new life beyond the magazine,
the pieces in this collection resonate and sparkle
‘in a very different way, offering new pleasures.

Beyond its entertainment — the first piece had me hooked —
the collection is sure to spark ideas in both
cruising sailors and armchair dreamers.”
US$8.95

Read a preview and order Cruising Life now
at www.amazon.com!
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Wednesday, September 28th

The angle between Mercury and the Sun will be at its greatest. Even though Mercury is only
50 percent illuminated, it will shine brightly in the dawn sky between 0500 and 0530. Look
for Mercury in the eastern sky below the sliver Moon and Regulus. Tomorrow morning will
find Mercury and the Moon appearing next to each other. Over coming weeks, the distance
between Mercury and the Sun will decrease each morning to finally sink Mercury back into
the Sun’s glare.

Friday, September 30th

There is a conjunction of the Sun, the Moon and Jupiter. Throughout the day the position
of the Moon shifts more in line with the Sun until it reaches New Moon at 2011 hours. The
Moon is almost at its farthest orbital distance from Earth, so the increase in tide height is
not as great.

Monday through Saturday, October 3rd - 8th

Just after sunset in the western sky will be a sliver Moon near Venus. Both objects will be
between the constellations Virgo and Libra. In two days the position of the Moon will have
shifted to a conjunction between Saturn and Antares. Saturn is fully illuminated so it will
appear brighter than Antares. On October 7th and 8th the Moon has joined Mars in the
night sky.
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Sunday, October 9th o

The Moon has now entered its First Quarter phase. Also happening tonight is the poten- .
tial peak of the Draconids Meteor Shower. The duration of this meteor shower is short, Tllustration from The War of the Worlds: Death of the Martians from being
covering the period of October 6th through 10th. The maximum rate of meteors is variable. exposed. to bacteria found on Earth

The shower has the potential to produce 70 to 200 meteors per hour. So keep an eye out,
because outbursts of hundreds or thousands per hour have occurred several times during
the 20th century. The meteors will radiate out of the north from the constellation Draco
the Dragon. Draco was the guardian of the North Star. In the year 3000 BC, the celestial
pole was considered to be the doorway between the mortal world and eternity. In ancient
times, the star Thuban was the North Star. See Figure 3. Earth’s rotational axis is slowly
changing the direction in which it points. In 13,000 years, Vega will be the North Star.

Tuesday, October 11th

There is a conjunction between Jupiter and Mercury at dawn. If you have a clear view of
the eastern horizon you will be able to see the two planets nearly touching. Using a pair of
binoculars will give you a better view of how little space is between the bright planets. The
only time to view them is between 0515 and 0545 before the 0556 sunrise.

In the News:

SpaceX has entered into an agreement with NASA for a Dragon mission to Mars, set to take
place as early as 2018. Known as Red Dragon, the variant of the Dragon 2 spacecraft will be
launched by the Falcon Heavy rocket. This will test the spacecraft’s systems for making a soft
landing on the surface of Mars. The success of that mission will pave the way to send astro-
nauts to Mars aboard the Red Dragon. g

Human history becomes more and more a race between education and catastrophe. Polaris

— HG Wells . e
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All times are given as Atlantic Standard Time (AST) unless otherwise noted. The times are Ur=sa Minor
based on a viewing position in Grenada and may vary by only a few minutes in different A
Caribbean locations,

Jim Ulik of S/V Merengue is a photographer and cruiser. Source of the Draconids Meteor Shower with the past and future North Stars
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CARIBBEAN MEMORIES

THE MANGO TREE

by Rick Lanning

Before moving to the Caribbean in spring 2004 to become editor of a weekly news-
paper, I had never seen a mango much less eaten one. But there I was, sharing a
two-storey house with a Jamaican family a mile from the ocean with a mango tree in
the front yard.

St. Kitts is a fish-shaped island discovered by Christopher Columbus on his maid-
en voyage to the new land. I had ended up there because of what amounted to a
crapshoot. A painful divorce after 19 years of marriage had left me numb and want-
ing to get away to a place where I could pull myself together.

I was a print journalist with decent credentials and did some shopping around
through Editor & Publisher and an agency that found jobs for experienced editorial
people. Two jobs were up for grabs, one in Hawaii, the other in St. Kitts. I carefully
examined the newspapers both publishers sent to me in Florida, where I had been
working, and decided the weekly in the Caribbean could really use a professional
touch. I chose that one.

The Observer was a politically independent newspaper that served St. Kitts and
also Nevis, a smaller island 40 minutes away by ferryboat. Kenneth Williams, the
publisher, put me up temporarily at a hotel along the beach. My salary package
included a housing allowance, so I began looking around for a suitable place to live
for the next two years.

Charles, one of the reporters, told me he knew a family that was also seeking
a house.

“They are good people from Jamaica,” he said. “A mother, her daughter and her
son-in-law. Perhaps they would be willing to share a house with you.”

That was how I met Marvelette, her daughter Emily, and Edmund, her young son-
in-law. We hit it off well from the start.

Marvelette, a stout woman who had worked as a security guard in Kingston, sized
me up and frowned.

“You look like you need some good Jamaican food to put weight on you,” she said.
“I am the best cook in Basseterre. If you pay half the rent, I will cook you the best
jerk chicken, pork, rice and plantains you have ever eaten. I'll make you healthy.”

How could I turn down such an offer?

‘No, no, no! That is no way to eat a mango’

Marvelette had already found a house that was available. She excitedly described
it to me, adding, “There is plenty of room for all of us. You can have the big room
upstairs. I will fix it up for you perfectly. You will be very, very happy in your new
home.” She beamed.

Emily grinned. “We even have a mango tree in the front yard. It is wonderful. Just
think — fresh mangoes every morning for breakfast! Have you ever eaten mangoes
before?” I admitted I had not. “Well,” she continued, “they taste wonderful and they
are very healthy.”

Mr. Williams had given me a company-owned car for my use. I followed them to the
house. We arrived there just as the sun was setting. The landlord showed us the place.

I liked it.

After we signed the lease and paid him the first month’s rent, we walked into the
yard. A tree heavily laden with fruit was next to the front porch. Emily reached up
into the branches and pulled three red-and-gold mangoes out of the branches.

“One for you, one for me and one for Mama,” she said cheerfully.

Edmund said good-naturedly, “What about me? Don’t I count?”

Emily wagged her finger at her husband. “He is our guest. Besides, if it weren't for
him, we couldn’t afford the house.”

I tossed Edmund the mango to keep the peace and pulled a big ripe one off the tree.
I started to bite into it.

“No, no, no!” Marvelette said, grabbing the mango from me. “That is no way to eat
a mango. You must do it Jamaican style. Like this.”

She peeled the mango from the top until it was freshly naked and threw the peeling
away. “Now eat it. Don’t be afraid to be sloppy. It's okay. Enjoy. Just don’t stain your
shirt with the juice.”

A mango is a juicy stone fruit. I bit into the fruit and ate it.

“I want another one,” I said, heading back to the tree. Marvelette laughed.

My job at The Observer was interesting and kept me busy. I supervised a small staff
that covered everything on the island — politics, crime, tourism, education, volcanic
eruptions, and even the occasional celebrity who came to the islands on holiday.

I handled the page layout and wrote headlines as well as a column. I also kept my
staff busy with assignments that ranged from covering a fire that destroyed three
houses, to what we thought was a shark attack on a tourist at one of the popular
beaches. The “shark” turned out to be a four-foot barracuda.

Marvelette found a job as a security guard at a commercial development four miles
away. Since she did not have a car and the buses didn’t run after midnight, I often
had to pick her up at 6:00am when her shift ended. She had kept her word about
cooking for me and I didn’t mind picking her up. She would say jokingly, “When we
moved here from Jamaica, I had one son. Now I have two.”

At the end of two years, my government-issued work permit expired and I had to
legally leave the island federation. I was homesick to see my family, but I felt sad that
it was time to leave my island home.

Mr. Williams liked my work and asked if I would like to continue working for him
once I returned to the United States. He wanted me to edit copy by e-mail and write
an occasional story. I told him it would be my pleasure.

Marvelette, Emily and Edmund insisted on accompanying me to the airport.

Emily touched my arm. “Mama cried all last night,” she said. “So did 1.”

As I left the house with my packed suitcases, Emily went over to the mango tree. She
reached into the branches and selected half a dozen ripe mangoes and put them into
a paper bag. I dropped my suitcases on the lawn and put my arms around the tree.

“I'm going to miss this mango tree,” I said. “When I eat these mangoes on my way
back to Miami, I'm going to think of all of you.”

Marvelette wiped her eyes with her apron and smiled.

“Just remember to eat them Jamaican style,” she said.

Rick Lanning is the pen name for an international journalist, magazine author
and ghostwriter who lives in Phoenix, Arizona. His e-mail address is
laurenzigeno@gmail.com.

BOOK REVIEW BY J. WYNNER

airy-Jumbie
ungle Home

Shadows Move Among Them,
by Edgar Mittelholzer, Peepal Tree
Press Ltd. ©2010 edition,

ISBN 13: 978 1 84523 091 3

Although Guyanese writer Edgar
Mittelholzer has created a hinter-
land setting for Shadows Move
Among Them, the novel, first pub-
lished in 1951, does not have the
spellbinding surreal atmosphere
created by other Guyanese writers
such as Wilson Harris for instance,
or Stephen McWatt's short story,
“Afternoon Without Tears”, from his
book of short fiction, Suspended
Sentences, or even one of
Mittelholzer’s other novels, My
Bones and My Flute, which was
simply eerie.

Judging by Mittelholzer’s title, it
could be that on reading the book,
turning over every leaf, climbing
every trunk and finding yourself
barking up the wrong trees -
Shadows does not have that hinter-
land paranormal ambience for
which the Guyanese writers are
noted - it is not what was expected
on reading.

However, Mittelholzer has fash-
ioned, to quote the story’s propelling character — impatient-to-grow-up 12-year-old
Olivia — a “fairy-jumbie jungle home” in a commune among the Amerindians in
Berkelhoost, a hundred miles up the Berbice River. The commune is a project of
Olivia’s father, the Reverend Gerald Harmston, its unquestionable leader who, along
with a group of his friends at Oxford, founded The Brethren.

Rev. Harmston’s friend Geoffrey Banningham financed the project with the money
left to him by an aunt who liked their beliefs. The friends ordained each other, and
The Brethren went off in different directions, to Africa, Malaya, Burma, and Gerald
Harmston to Guyana with his wife Joan, where they raised their children, Mabel,
Garvey, Berton and Olivia.

Shadows is an immense work of great depth. The story is like the surface of a
placidly flowing river, but there are strong undercurrents that will sweep readers
away to a different space, another way of life, another world. In this other world the
author has created a Utopian society in the midst of the South American jungle, with
imposed European values at the heart of which lie education, culture, sex and reli-
gion. Of the latter two, Rupert Roopnaraine in his introduction to Shadows says,
“Mittelholzer wrote: ‘Sex and religion are my “themes” as a writer. I hold very strong
views on these two subjects and in everything I write.”

Maybe Jim Jones of the infamous Jonestown commune in Guyana in the late 1970s
read Shadows, but alas, Jonestown ended tragically. Not so the commune in
Mittelholzer’s novel. Berkelhoost was well thought out and still going strong at the
end of the story.

Into the commune at Berkelhoost comes a relative of the Harmstons, a spent vet-
eran from the Spanish Civil War, Gregory Hawke, to recover from his breakdown after
his wife’s death.

The story opens with Olivia hiding in the church to spite her father, who would not
allow her to play her harmonium at the landing to greet Gregory when he arrives. Her
father had said, “I don’t think your cousin would want such a welcome. And it would
be wise not to remind him about the Spanish War. I have an idea he’s coming here
to forget such things.”

“And no loud shouting and horseplay,” said Mrs. Harmston. “His nerves are bad.”

But soon enough Olivia makes her presence felt to Gregory as she guides him
through the commune and enlightens him about life at Berkelhoost.

Gregory learns about The Brethren's discipline when Olivia brings him a cup of tea
and she’s not having one. “Our vows of discipline. Every member of our faith has to
take vows not to eat too much or indulge in an excess of pleasure, or behave in an
unrestrained manner on occasions that call for order and formal conduct.”

“Do you always keep your vows?”

“We try to, but we slip up now and then. We're human, you see. We never try to fool
ourselves we're divine creatures. That’s one of the great merits of our religion. It
always takes into consideration that we're human beings.”

A little later Olivia asks Gregory, “Do you know something? I'm clairvoyant.”

“Are you?”

“Yes — I can foresee events. Not all the time — but sometimes.”

“What a wonderful little girl you are!”

“Why will you insist on calling me ‘little’! I'm not so little. 'm twelve going on to
thirteen — and I have cognizance of lots of things many grown-up people haven't got.
Haven’t you discovered that yet?”

“Oh, quite. 'm not attempting to cast aspersions on your corgi — on your cogni-
zance.”

“Careful how you lead me on. I can be a tigress.”

And the Oscar for best character in a book goes to Olivia, for her multifarious role
as the grown-up child, guide, tigress, tutor, clairvoyant, user of malapropisms and
all, in Shadows Move Among Them.

With all Mittelholzer’s other inventive insights into his utopia — religion, sex,
nature, discipline, education, population control, division of labour, crime and pun-
ishment — he has written a most lovable character in young Olivia, one of the most
imaginative and fascinating characters to come out of West Indian literature.




LOOK OUT FOR...

The Century Plant:
COMPENSATE MUCH?

by Lynn Kaal

As you travel through the Caribbean, every month there’s something special to look out for.

You can see them from a distance, a towering stalk on the rocky horizon with yellow flowers at the top. This stalk can grow up to
about six metres (20 feet) high. These showy sentinels are century plants, agave with attitude. However, that formidable stalk comes
at a price for these plants.

Agave (from Greek, meaning “noble”) is a succulent dry-area plant. There are about 300 different types, including the famous Blue
Agave of tequila fame, but one is indigenous to the Eastern Caribbean. Strangely, although it has many synonyms in its scientific
name (Agave trankeera, A. van-grolae, A. scheuermaniana, A. salmdyckii, A. obducta, A. nevidis, A. karatto Miller), it seems to be
pretty well known by its common name Century Plant, with Dagger Log and Batta Log occasionally used around Antigua. West Indian
Dagger is a less common name.

It seems to be a taxonomically taxing plant. For most of its life, the Century Plant is not particularly showy. It has thick spiky leaves,
with sharp points and sometimes little serrations along the edges, which can grow to a length of one metre (three feet). The outer
layer of the leaf is waxy, with a greenish, bluish, greyish colouring, with the green sometimes being more predominant. The leaves
grow in what is referred to as a rosette pattern, all coming out
from a central point and sticking out in a way that would deter
potential grazers, if the threat of getting impaled wasn’t enough.
These rosettes can be over three metres (ten feet) in diameter.
The sap from this plant can also cause severe rashes, which will
make one want to know whether they are dealing with an aloe or
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Left: Yellow blooms stand out against a blue sky
Right: The stalk looks like giant asparagus

Below right: The leaves, set in a rosette,
are tough and sharp-pointed

an agave; some of the species can
look quite similar. Oddly enough,
agaves were once classified in the lily
family (and aloes still are).

However, after ten to 20 years (and
not the 100 years implied by their name), the Century Plant decides it is time to strut its stuff. As a
monocarp — a plant that flowers and produces seeds once, then dies — it then seems to overcompensate
for its time of growing and gets showy. A stalk, which looks very much like asparagus on steroids (they
are related), shoots up to that six-metre height. A crown of yellow flowers, with both male and female
parts, blossoms, and this low-key agave becomes one of the more noticeable plants around. As they are
normally situated in dry areas, there isn’t usually much competition in the height department. This
impressive protuberance remains upright until bulb-like growths appear, which are the “seeds” of the
plant. After this activity, the whole plant will die, allowing the bulbils to fall and, hopefully, take root.

These sun-loving plants are well adapted to surviving in the drier areas of the Eastern Caribbean, and
are often found around Antigua, St. Lucia’s north area, and Grenada’s “sunny south”. The Century Plant
is the national flower of Antigua & Barbuda, and they are quite prolific in the Shirley Heights area. These
particular agaves are not particularly fond of cold temperatures, but can tolerate temperatures as low as
10°C, while preferring tropical heat for their existence. Century Plants also prefer dry, well-drained soil.
For landscapers, they are an easy plant, as once they get started, they are best left to their own devices.

In years gone by, the stalks of the plants were used to make fishing boats that could be used in pro-
tected waters. The white pulp was used for fish bait. Now, the Century Plant remains a statuesque sen-
tinel on some of the parched landscapes of the Eastern Caribbean.

PROFITABLE CHANDLER BUSINESS
For Lease/Sale
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PROVISIONING YOUR YACHT?

Drom"t worry we"re here for vou! A Gonsalves Liguors you®ll
Fioed all vha vou peed, We have the widest selection ol wines,
spirits andd ligueors in Se Vieneenn aned the Crenadines,
Woere just o phone call pway!
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Crwr, Micldle & Mabvllle Streeti, Kingstown
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mort!

For less than the price of &
fancy meal for one,

Chrig Doyle will visit
everywhere in your old guide,
update all the
information, and print
you & brand new copy!

Watch out for the new
Windwards & Trinidad
quides

doylequides.com

The best anchorages are only in
reet’s Caribbean Cruising Guides

Other guides are best for shore-side
information & are provided to the charter
fleets so what harbours & anchorages
they do include are more crowded.
Street’s guides include: south east & east
coast Grenada, the south & east coast of
Carriacou, & the east coasts of Can-
nouan & Martinique. These are not cov-
ered by other guides but Street considers
them the best in the eastern Caribbean
now Venezuela is no longer safe.

The perfect navigation companion
for all the other guides

When cruising the Caribbean be sure
to have Street’s guides on board as
your primary pilot. Only Street has:

® Inter-island and harbour pilotage

® Tidal information

® All eastern Caribbean anchorages
Street’s pilotage information is time-
less and is your key to a quiet night’s
sleep in unspoilt anchorages!

Order online
USA/Caribbean:
iUniverse or Amazon 7§
(search Donald M. Street)

UK/Europe: www.imray.com
(search: Don Street)

BY ROSS MAVIS

) e TR
Plastic Bags Are Boon and Bust!

I doubt there is a boater who doesn’t have a supply of plastic “zip lock” bags in his
or her galley. We're even known to wash and re-use them multiple times. Since plastic
was invented, it has been used for many practical purposes but also has been the
source of much pollution. I also doubt there is a beach or shoreline around that doesn’t
have pieces of plastic littering its tideline. When cruising the swift-flowing Rhone River
in France, a plastic bag plugged the cooling system of my wife’s sailboat. As she rap-
idly approached bridge abutments it was touch and go before the engine was restarted
after an offending plastic bag was removed from the overheated engine’s water pump.
That being said, the responsible use of plastics, and careful disposal of them after they
finally outlive their usefulness, make plastic bags a boaters’ boon.

Just the other day, a friend said he successfully made omelets in plastic bags for
individuals on board. I first mentioned the idea in my column printed in the
September issue of Compass in 2009. It's a great way to easily prepare individual
omelets, meeting everyone’s specific choices without using several pans and stovetops
and lengthy cooking time. Separate plastic bags contain the beaten eggs and any
specific choice of the person having the omelet. Chopped onion, ham, cheese, salt and
pepper, etcetera, are chosen and added to the diner’s baggie. A felt marker on the bag
clearly identifies the eater’s name and into a large pot of boiling water they all go, to
cook for 10 or 15 minutes.

Well just recently, another friend introduced me to plastic bag ice cream. It's that time
of year when cold treats — not necessarily in a glass — are a refreshing repast. Imagine
making ice cream without the use of an onboard ice-cream freezer. As long as you have
ice cubes and some ziplock-type bags you are able to enjoy delicious ice cream.

Plastic Bag Ice Cream

1/4 Cup sugar (125 ml)

1/2 Cup milk (250 ml)

1/2 Cup whipping cream (250 ml)

1/2 teaspoon vanilla or flavoring of your choice

2 trays ice cubes

1/2 cup coarse rock salt

In one medium size zip lock bag, pour in sugar, milk and whipping cream and add
vanilla. Mix well and close the bag tightly with the zip top seal. Then place the ice-
cream ingredient bag into a larger bag containing the ice cubes and rock salt. Be sure
to seal both well — you don’t want the contents of the bags to mix!

Use a towel to protect your hands from the cold while you shake and gently knead
the bag while sitting in the shade. This will take about 15 minutes. Let the bags rest
briefly and then open the ice-cream bag to enjoy the tasty contents of your crafty,
cockpit frozen dessert.

Wowser! What an easy treat to make using plastic bags. This is a fun way to whip
up a quick, cool treat.

Remember, dispose of plastic bags in proper facilities on shore.

Enjoy!

HELP TRACK HUMPBACK WHALE MIGRATION
Your contributions of tail fluke photographs of humpback whales
from the Caribbean region are critical for conservation efforts.

INTERESTED in Helping? Go to www.CARIBTAILS.org




AN ERA OF SAIL

Dear Compass,

The story “Down Island with ‘Big Ti”” by TD Matzenik
in the July issue (www.caribbeancompass.com/
online/july16compass_online.pdf, page 31) was a fit-
ting tribute to the late Ken MacKenzie and the
Caribbean charter industry at that time.

The 1960s and '70s was an era of “make do” and of
sailors who loved to sail.

Pride of Baltimore:
one skipper
A always sailed

For the first two years I had Iolaire she had no engine
but did have a very noisy Stuart Turner generator. We
sailed Iolaire on and off the docks in the old St.
Thomas Yacht Haven and on to Caneel or Trunk Bay
on day charters.

One day on the way back, the wind went light. The
charter party was afraid of being late for cocktails and
dinner. They asked me to start the engine. They did
not realize Iolaire had no engine. Thinking fast, I went
below, started up the generator, came back on deck
and said, “These British boats have very small engines,
so we will have to motorsail to get back in time for your
cocktails before dinner.” Needless to say, I trimmed
the sails very carefully to get the maximum out of the
light airs.

As we rounded the end of the West India Company
dock and came on the wind the apparent wind
picked up so we were sailing nicely. I said, “We
always sail alongside the dock”, went below and
shut down the generator. We sailed alongside, the
charter party helped me furl the main, paid me the
charter fee and said, “Thank God you have an engine
or we never would have arrived back in time!” They
departed happily.

The late Sid Miller, wife and crew chartered the
beautiful 65-foot Fife ketch Isoletta. Sid was an excel-
lent electrician, motor mechanic and refrigeration
expert. He was also an excellent and enthusiastic
sailor who loved to sail.

When charter parties arrived, he would ask them if
they really wanted to sail, or did they feel they had to
have the use of an engine. If they said they really
wanted to sail, Sid would put on his diving gear and
remove Isoletta’s prop. He would then do one- and
two-week charters sailing in and out of the tightest
anchorages of St. Thomas, St. John and the BVI, and
do glorious reaches to and from St. Croix, under sail
with no prop drag.

In later years he was one of the skippers of the second
Pride of Baltimore. He was a popular skipper with the
crews as he insisted in sailing the Pride on passages,
never using the engine as long as they could sail.

Don Street

Glandore, Ireland

LIGHTNING SEASON TIP

Dear Compass Readers,

Grounds and bonding connections can become heav-
ily oxidized, particularly in the bilge. You don’t have to
be Nikola Tesla to understand that a high resistance
connection is not going to work as intended.

In the case of a lightning ground the oxidation and
high resistance could defeat the whole purpose of
the conductor.

Check these connections and clean the terminals
and point of connection. Shine them up bright!

o - b a

Might just be the difference between an enjoyable
cruise and misery.

Capt. Mitch Witt

Accredited Marine Surveyor

NOT WAITING FOR THE JUGGERNAUT

Dear Compass,

Our film Vanishing Sail: The Story of a Caribbean
Tradition has just won another award — the Grand
Jury Prize at the 2016 Barcelona International Film
Festival — and official selection by three more upcom-
ing USA festivals. We have also been researching vari-
ous options for distribution and recently attended one
of the most respected documentary markets in the
world — Sheffield Doc Fest — where more than 2,000
delegates converge each year to network the industry
and discover new films for their programming.

Feedback from TV networks, sales agents and dis-

tributors is that Vanishing Sail, a documentary about
boatbuilding on a small island in the Lesser Antilles, is
just one of those documentaries that does not repre-
sent immediate commercial success to them. So, rather
than wait for the industry juggernaut to accept us, we
are now developing our own hybrid distribution release
because, just like the Carriacou boatbuilder Alwyn
Enoe, who was featured in the film, we are determined
to keep this thing going, going keep it ALIVE!

The encouragement we received at our recent screen-
ings in Bequia, Turks & Caicos and Isla Providencia
(Colombia) proves that our film is inspiring to many
traditional boatbuilding communities out there who
also want to preserve their heritage.

For the next few months, Vanishing Sail will contin-
ue to engage with our audience through special pro-
grams and events, banging the big drum of island
spirit around the world — and as this ripple becomes
a wave, we will continue to develop new partnerships
for wider distribution.

Visit www.vanishingsail.com for news
of upcoming screenings.

With thanks and respect,

Alexis and Justin

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!
Dear Compass Readers,

We want to hear from YOU!

Be sure to include your name, boat name or shoreside
address, and a way we can contact you (preferably by
e-mail) if clarification is required.

We do not publish individual consumer complaints or
individual regatta results complaints. (Kudos are okay!)
We do not publish anonymous letters: however, your
name may be withheld from print at your request.
Please keep letters shorter than 600 words. Letters may
be edited for length, clarity and fair play.

Send your letters to sally@caribbeancompass.com.

Stock Up

on the widest selection and the

best prices in Grenada at our two
conveniently located supermarkets.
Whether it's canned goods, dairy
products, meat, fresh vegetables

or fruits, toiletries, household goods,

or a fine selection of liquor and wine,

The Food Fair has it all and a lot more.

Hubbard’s

JONAS BROWNE & HUBBARD (G’da.) Ltd.

The Carenage:
Monday - Thursday
8 am to 5:30 pm
Friday until 8:45 pm
Saturday until

1:00 pm

Tel: (473) 440-2588
Grand Anse:
Monday - Thursday
9 am to 5:30 pm
Friday & Saturday
until 7:00 pm

Tel: (473) 444-4573

McINTYRE BROS. LTD.

True Blue, St George’s Grenada
Call 1 (473) 444 3944 macford@spi

=

We service what we sell!

2 & 4-Stroke Engines

Genuine Parts & Service

Yamaha Certified Technicians
Duty free deliveries & reliable service for Yachts
Honda, Mazda and Ford Dealership
Vehicle Sales & Service
Book your Car rentals & Island Tours with us
Discover Grenada with
Caribbean Horizons Tours & Services

info@caribbeanhorizons.com
www.caribbeanhorizons.com

Read in
Next Month’s
Compass:

Drenched Two Ways in Dominica

A Memorable Martinique Experience

Ackee — Jamaica’s Frightening Fruit

... and much more!
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knew before arriving in Anguilla that August Monday would not be my

scene. After four years of college at a beach town, I have had my fill of

scratchy boat speakers, salt water splashing into my beer, and the sun-

burn that followed my lowered awareness. I went to Anguilla as more of an
observer than a celebrator. Some said it was the best week of the year while others
warned me of the mayhem that ensued from dusk till dawn.

On my first-ever visit to the island, I knew the basics about its history and the
festival. Centuries ago, Anguilla was a failed British plantation. However, the resil-
ience of the former slaves was so great they were able to stay on the isolated island
by taking advantage of the sea. The Anguillian men crafted schooners that were
sailed at high speeds to and from the Dominican Republic. The fertile lands of the
DR provided work for the men while their families awaited their return home. After
the cane fields were harvested it was time to set back for Anguilla — and it became
a race. The first to the finish was victor and thus the famous August Monday boat
race became tradition.

The Anguilla Summer Festival, which went from July 31st to August 7th, is a com-
bination of boat racing (now the national sport) and carnival. Our boat arrived on the
1st at around 10:00aMm after an hour of travel from St. Martin. While speeding over
seven- to nine-foot waves with 25 knots of wind, the weather conditions had actu-
ally improved. The days prior had seen a tropical storm, so we were glad to have
missed the rougher seas. We pulled into Road Bay and already boats were anchored
on top of each other. As my nervousness set in, I wondered if there would be room
for us. This turned out to be a silly thought, because as I learned, boats can squeeze
in next to each other with only a few hairs’ worth of room.

I was highly impressed by all the boat captains’ maneuvering skills — and even
more so that beach-goers could party so intensely before noon. Alcohol is repulsive
to me at early hours, but given the loud French rap played on the boat to our left
and Justin Bieber remixed on our right, I suppose the atmosphere was already set.
If two clashing melodies weren't enough, the main stage was blasting Bob Marley.
An interesting medley of sound welcomed us ashore.

The late morning was actually enjoyable on Sandy Ground; however, this was
before the ferries arrived and the liquor took hold of everyone’s actions. My desires
lay elsewhere; I couldn’t help but follow my nose to the aromatic grills that were
smoking ribs, chicken, lobsters and fish. I think the boats had an easier time finding
room on the beach than I did trying to put in an order at the bar. Swarms of people
gathered around the huts, which were incredibly hot from the smoke, but were also
some of the few shaded places. Thankfully the heat did not deter me and I dutifully
waited to get my share. I always choose food that I've never had, that is the chefs
recommendation, or that is too weird to be true. Pickled conch tickled my fancy well
enough and I was not disappointed. At US$5 a bowl it was worth it. A small rum
drink was also five dollars, so spending my money on food seemed the obvious
choice. Next, I devoured teriyaki chicken skewers with peppers and a side of Johnny
Cakes. To call an end to my tasting excursion, I feasted on a mystery soup. All I know
is that it was orange and had a chicken wing in it. The soup was good, but it was no
pickled conch.

In all, experiencing the food was worth the windy ride over. Since the drinks were
rather expensive and the UVB rays were burning through my sunscreen, I retreated
to my water and the shade of our boat. For the rest of the afternoon I chose to
“people-watch.” The ever-increasing madness was entertaining to say the least.
Everyone’s drunkenness was really setting in by this time. Women sporting their
show-all bikinis on the bows of boats is something I can try to forget, but won’t.
Sitting on the edge of my seat, I kept wondering how these women, balancing their
drinks and dancing to the music, had not yet taken a dangerous fall. Fingers crossed
that they all made it home safely to dance another day of the Summer Festival.

By two o’clock the beach population had easily doubled, as had the accompanying
trash. I spent some time fishing out Styrofoam containers and soda cans that had
lost their way into the sea. My group decided it was best we head back to St. Martin
around three o’clock, as the beach was no longer walkable thanks to the accumulat-
ing garbage. Bottles and utensils made it dangerous for bare feet, and navigating
around the hordes of people passed out in the sand was a challenge of its own.

How people are able to party starting with the 4:00am J'ouvert Street Jam all the
way until the late-night DJ battles still bewilders me. Doing a full week of these
activities? Impossible. I remain impressed and fearful of the harm done to their bod-
ies, but more importantly, the harm inflicted on the beach and bay. If I were an
organizer for this festival, I would set up a detox tent. Cots and eye masks, white
noise machines, ice baths, pitchers of lemon water and vitamin C tablets available
for purchase. I think I could make a decent buck.

In all, August Monday was an event that I needed to experience for myself. I was

WHAT’'S ON MY MIN

Left: ‘Boats can squeeze in next to each
other with only a few hairs’
worth of room’

Below: Pickled conch and grilled lobster
galore. ‘Experiencing the food
was worth the ride’

Bottom: ‘The boat races are the reason
the holiday exists, but I did not have
the chance to catch one’

most excited at the prospect of seeing the boat races — the reason the holiday exists
— but I did not have the chance to catch one. Several were canceled due to excessive
winds. I did get to view the unique boats as they sat anchored in the bay. Although
their lack of decks and open hulls were neat, I believe I missed my chance to see
them in their full glory. Until next year? Maybe, maybe not.
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MID ATLANTIC
YACHT SERVICES

PT-9900-144 HORTA / FAIAL, AZORES
Providing all vital services to
Trans-Atlantic Yachts!

Incl. Chandlery, Charts, Pilots, Rigging
EU-VAT (16%) importation
Duty free fuel (+10.000It)

TEL +351 292 391616  FAX +351 292 391656
mays@mail.telepac.pt
www.midatlanticyachtservices.com

Dominica

DOMINICA YACHT SERVICES
- Relax! Leave the work to us -

Hubert J. Winston

18 Victoria St.
Roseau & Bay St. Portsmouth
Dominica

+767-275-2851 Mobile / 445-4322
+767-448-7701 Fax
info@dominicayachtservices.com
www.dominicayachtservices.com
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shop on famous Youngstreet
woenwy artfabrikgrenoda.com 473 440 05468

: TechNick Ltd.

. Engineering, fabrication and welding. -
: Fabrication and repair of :
. stainless steel and aluminium items. :

Nick Williams, Manager

: Tel: 1 (473) 405-1560

: S..M.S. Boatyard, True Blue, Grenada :
technick@spiceisle.com :

NEILPRYDE Sails
Grenada

NJETL.

Check out our website or contact us directly
for a competitive quote on rugged and
well-built sails that are well suited to the
harsh environment of the charter trade

and blue water cruising.

Jeff Fisher — Grenada (473) 537-6355

www.neilprydesails.com

Grenada

GUARDIANAGE &
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WWW, islandrenms-g réenada.com
Island [reams

CARRIACOU REAL ESTATE

Land and houses for sale
For full details see our website:
www.carriacou.net
Contact: islander@spiceisle.com Tel: (473) 443 8187

T o
Open 11.30 - 2.00 for Lunch )

| 6.00 - 9.00 for Dinner 'ﬂ
- Tuesday to Saturday
Sunday Brunch 11.30 - 14.30
Reservations recommended
Phone (473) 443 6500 or call CH 1
Sltuated on the South Slde
of Tyrrel Bay.
Bar open all Day

Tyrrel Bay, Carriacou

se our nnuinghymo
o

PROVEN QUALITY
FIVE YEARS /50,000 MILES GUARANTEED

Good for the economy
| Made right here in the Caribbean

Minimal Ca2 Print Na Internatianal Alr Freight
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Martinigue

Composites . Paints & Varnishes . Marine batteries
Teak . Glue & Caulking . Maintenance products
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Martinique +(596) 596 682 128
Guadeloupe +(590) 590 992 769

WHOLESALE & RETAIL

@ REMEMBER

o tell our advertisers you
saw their ad in Compass!

Specializing in flags
since 15 years in the Caribbean.
Any country, any size, customized
wide stock, fast delivery.

+ (596) 596 682 128
www.wind-flag.com

Caraibe
Marine
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boutique hotel

Farm and fisherman to table
at a beachfront coconut plantation.
Open daily for lunch and dinner.

Call 784.458.3400 for
directions or reservations.

Crescent Beach, Bequia
(Industry Bay)

GRENABINESESAESFEACANV/AS
o BEQUIIA o

Located opposite G.Y.E.

(northern side of Admiralty Bay)

Tel (784) 457-3507 / 457-3527 (evenings)
e-mail: gsails @vincysurf.com VHF Ch16/68

y UNION ISLAND

; St. Vincent
i & the Grenadines

a Tel/Fax:
2 (784) 458 8918
4 capgourmet
2 @vincysurf.com
s @
ours Spesidl VHF Ch 08

Formal Marine Litter System
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Trinidad

Trinidad

FAST | EFFICIENT | RELIABLFE

GITTENS ENGINE

—r* Marine Diesel Engine
t* Transmissions
= Cencralors

= Paris

TANMAR & FORD LANCING

Marc/One)

MARINE SUPELIES LTD.

'4"1 IMIH\I- ZiN FIBREGLASS REINFORCED PLASTICS

----- Stainless Steel Boal Filtings
----- Epoxy Resins
**** Polyester Resins

THE ELECTROMICS EXPERTS!

ELECTROPICS

SCS  wunume 3

SIMRAD g astervorr SKyvie
ACR

Venezuela

Caribbean-wide

§ Caribbean bw:.ﬁ‘puh.‘niu or
Tequires rrere fo
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r-':rrmg-'mm the isfarmds.

FOR SALE
LOOK YONDER VILLAS

BEQUIA - Crown Point, Industry Bay
St. Vincent & the Grenadines

Land Area: 39,315 sq ft
3 Cottages: 12,664 sq ft
including 2 Decks & 2 Pools
Boat Mooring next to Property

Contact: (403) 940 4743 (June-Oct) / (784) 457 3362

vthadley@vincysurf.com vthadley@shaw.ca
www.begos.com/lookyonderbequia

LAND FOR SALE
e

LOTS 1/4 ACRE AND LARGER
CARRIACOU i

Spectacular Views of Tyrrel Bay &
the Southern Grenadines to Grenada

o

_@@@Z@:ﬂ 4049280

= [ Ton Hoest
= Fuif Dock
= Yachi Serage

= Aparimens

P . B . * Stern-io Docking
0“ Er Ua l b = [ockside Food Mart
"the Place for Yachis" | g shop

Peower By Myasl Faoiiiey Lid

P B 3163, Cameange, Boinclad WA |

Venezuelan Mavine supply
Viélnuased, Cod,

Marine Distributors
mem_mm_inlv ne

Ay, Raul Leoni, Flaya Concorde, Sede Asovena
Portarnar - lsla Margadita
P 58 205 2642837

F 58 285 2647283

www.hydrovane.com

FEEL THE FREEDOM

With Independent Self Steering AND an Emergency Rudder

« Your best crew member -
doesn't eat, sleep, or talk back!

» Completely independent -
no lines into the cockpit!

* No problem to install off centre -
with davits, arch, dropdown!



WHAT’S ON MY MIND

OVERNIGHT SAIL

by Lindsay Bindman

I breathed a sigh of relief as we lifted our anchor and pulled out of Leverick Bay.
We'd stayed there 15 days, waiting for the right weather window to make our journey
to St. Martin. We definitely could have
been stuck in worse places — the
anchorage was calm, and free! We had
access to showers and decent WiFi, but
I was definitely ready to move on.
“Farewell, Virgin Gorda!” my dad said
aloud, echoing my thoughts. From the

reading I had done and photos I'd seen  Open bottle of Advil, my half-eaten peanut butter and jelly

of our next destination, I suspected
that this next island might become a

personal favourite. But getting there  sandwich, the sweatshirt I'd put on for the first time since

wouldn't be easy.

It would be 80 nautical miles and
about 30 hours to reach Marigot Bay,
on the French side of the island. We
decided to motor on course and direct-
ly into the wind instead of sailing, as it
would have taken much longer to tack
the whole way, especially with our size of boat. The conditions were extremely
rough, and heading directly into the wind didn’t help. For the first time in my life
I became seasick. As I lay in the cockpit, with my body thrashing around with each
wave, my appetite disappeared and the remaining 26 hours seemed an eternity.
I passed the time discussing movies and sharing stories with my dad. I tried to nap
but it was futile. The only relief came as I looked up at the horizon hours later, and
my nausea was temporarily disarmed while I enjoyed the beautiful sunset. As my
dad and I took turns keeping a lookout for other boats in the darkness, I became
starstruck by the night sky —- pun intended! I had never seen the stars so bright,
with absolutely nothing competing with their light. I felt incredibly small, yet some-
how very safe. My nausea subsided just in time for my turn to sleep, and I awoke
to a beautiful sunrise. The waters had calmed overnight, and I began to feel myself
again. Only eight hours to go.

The boat looked like a highlight reel of our night: an open bottle of Advil, my half-
eaten peanut butter and jelly sandwich, the sweatshirt I'd put on for the first time

being in the Caribbean’

‘The boat looked like a highlight reel of our night: an

since being in the Caribbean. I remember somewhere between sunset and taking my
first watch, feeling chilly out on the open ocean. It was a feeling I hadn’t experienced
in almost 40 days.

Despite a few hours of uninterrupted sleep, I was exhausted. I'd never missed
land in the way that I was experiencing that morning. But as I sat up and looked
out past the bow, I could see the beautiful island in the distance. The water was
so blue it seemed unreal. Baguettes, wine and cheese were in my future. With each
passing moment the island became clearer and my excitement grew. It had all been
worth it.

. y

Twenty-one year old Lindsay Bindman is sailing with her father and captain, Dan
Daniels, aboard Vagabond, a Vagabond 47 ketch built in 1979. Lindsay says, “My
length of time cruising so far is two months, but will be doing at least a year!”

THE MULTIHULL COMPANY

THE WORLD’S LEADER IN MULTIHULL
SALES, SERVICE AND CHARTER

AN |

CHRIS RUNDLETT

ALEXIS DE BOUCAUD

2002 CATANA 581

ST MARTIN GRENADA
+590 690 58 66 06 473-440-1668 $829,000
ALEXIS@MULTIHULLCOMPANY.COM CHRIS@MULTIHULLCOMPANY.COM r

A
CARL OLIVIER

- 1997 CATANA 471
JARYD FORBES

VIRGIN [SLANDS TRINIDAD & TOBAGO $449'000
268-717-4536 868-680-8909 : '

CARL@MULTIHULLCOMPANY.COM  JARYD@MULTIHULLCOMPANY.COM

1990 PROUT QUASAR 50
$295,000

WWW MULTIHULLCOMPANY.COM

NEED ASSISTANCE? HAVE QUESTIONS? CO

JEFF JONES
FORT LAUDERDALE, FL
954-557-4050

ANTOINE@MULTIHULLCOMPANY.COM  JEFF@MULTIHULLCOMPANY.COM

ANTOINE LELIEVRE

GUADELOUPE
+590 690 34 20 60

2013 LAGOON 52

2007 DOLPHIN 460

2002 GUNBOAT 62

FEATURED BROKERAGE LISTINGS

2004 LEOPARD 47
$295,000

2003 CATANA 521
$895,000

€895.000

2009 CATANA 50
$879,000

2006 PRIVILEGE 745
$2,600,000
T

$579,000
v

2000 CATANA 471
$495,000

2006 DOLPHIN 460
$499,000

$1,500,000

215-508-2704

SSYdINOD NVIFdRIVO 910¢ &d3aNILd3S
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BOAT PAINT & STUFF

Time Out Boat Yard Saint Martin
Next to the French Bridge

ANTIFOULING SPECIALIST:

PPG Amron COPPERCOAT
Permanent Antifouling
(10 years and more...)

Fiberglss + Epoxy & Polyester Resins
Epoxy primer + Polyurethane Top Coat
Phone: + (590) 690 221 676

info @boatpaintstuff.com
www.boatpaintstuff.com

P
Edward\Willilam
BOAT INSURANCE

Any Craft, Any Use, Any Age, Anywhere!

« Careful sailors rewarded with no claims discounts
« All hull types considered, including Ferro, Steel & Timber

« For no obligation quotation call us or go to our website
and complete the online proposal form

« Introducers wanted in all ports, waters & related industries
* Generous commissions available

Tel: +34 952 476 090 Email: info@edwardwilliam.com
www.edwardwilliam.com

Edward William Marine Services are appointed on behalf of an E.U. fully authorised and regulated Insurer to offer quotations
and arrange cover for Private and Pleasure marine insurance on their behalf. Insurers terms and conditions apply

COMPASS CARTOON

SNIAILS MOIN

aneareny
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SEPTEMBER

Reef Jam marine conservation fundraiser, St. Croix. www.ReefJam.com
Public holiday in Puerto Rico and USVI (Labor Day)

6 Public holiday in Bonaire (Bonaire Day)

10 Public holiday in Belize (St. George’s Caye Day)

12 Public holiday in Guyana (Eid-Ul-Azha)

14 Public holiday in Suriname (Eid-Ul-Azha)

16 FULL MOON. Public holiday in St. Kitts & Nevis (National Heroes” Day)

17 Barbados Beach Clean-Up, Carlisle Bay. Barbados Cruising Club (BCC),
donna@barbadoscruisingclub.org

17 Bart’s Bash, various locations worldwide. www.bartsbash.com

17 - 18 Back to School Regatta, Torfola. Royal Brifish Virgin Islands Yacht Club
(RBVIYC), www.royalbviyc.org

19 Public holiday in St. Kitts & Nevis (Independence Day)

21 Public holiday in Belize (Independence Day)

22 Autumnal Equinox

23 -24 Caribbean Sea Jazz Festival, Aruba, https://caribbeanseajazz.com
24 Public holiday in Dominican Republic (Our Lady of Mercy)

and Trinidad & Tobago (Republic Day)
29 -Oct 2 Leg Three, Casa de Campo Billfish Tournament, DR. (305) 213-5521

OCTOBER

Public holiday in St. Lucia (Thanksgiving Day)

7-9 Caribbean Dinghy Championships, St. Maarten. St. Maarten Yacht Club
(SMYC). http://caribbean-sailing.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/06/
CDC-NOR-2016-Final-1.pdf

10 Public holiday in Curagao (Curagao Day), the Bahamas
(National Heroes’ Day), Suriname (Maroon’s Day)
and Cuba (Independence Day)

12 Public holiday in Puerto Rico and USVI (Columbus Day),

Belize (PanAmerican Day), and Venezuela (Indigenous Resistance Day)

13 - 15 Bonaire International Sailing Regatta, www.bonaireregatta.org

14-16 Palmar de Ocoa Tuna Tournament, DR. wteventsO1@gmail.com

15 Virgin’s Cup Regatta, BVI, RBVIYC

16 FULL MOON

17 Public holiday in Haiti (Anniversary of the Death of Dessalines)

19 Public holiday in Jamaica (National Heroes’ Day)

21-23 CSA Annual Conference, Antigua. www.csaconference.org

22 Public holiday in BVI (St. Ursula’s Day)

22-23 Quantum/Red Stripe IC24 Regatta, BVI, RBVIYC

25 Public holiday in Grenada (Thanksgiving Day)

27 Public holiday in St. Vincent & the Grenadines (Independence Day)

28 - 30 World Creole Music Festival, Dominica, www.wcmfdominica.com

29 Foxy’s Halloween Catfight (catamaran regatta), Jost Van Dyke,
West End Yacht Club (WEYC)

30 Public holiday in Trinidad & Tobago and Guyana (Festival of Lights)

All information was correct fo the best of our knowledge
at the time this issue of Compass went to press — but plans change,
so please contact event organizers directly for confirmation.

If you would like a nautical or tourism event listed FREE in our monthly
calendar, please send the name and date(s) of the event and the
name and contact information of the organizing body to
sally@caribbeancompass.com

We are on-line:

www.caribbeancompass.com



BOATS FOR SALE
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41’ ROGER SIMPSON Light
weight cruising catamaran.
Fast & easy to sail. One of her
sister ships “Ti Kanot' owned
by the famous Chris Doyle for
his  Caribbean  Cruising
Guides. US$87,000. Marc
One Marine Supplies Ltd. Tel:
(868) 684-7720 (Luc) E-mail:

Idemontbrun@hotmail.com

=

50" BENETEAU OCEANIS 1994
Excellent condition through-
out. Lying Bequia, St. Vincent &
the Grenadines, US$105, 000
ONO. Contact Charlie. E-mai:
kenyon_charlie@hotmail.com

INTREPID 36’ 1996 "BONSAI II”

250hp 4 sfroke engines.
Stereo, VHF, fresh water shwr,
tollet. Good working condi-
tion. Tel: (784) 495-5520 E-maill:
Mackiebonsai@yahoo.com

C&C 42 Reasonable condi-
tion. Perkins 60hp. Working
well. US$15,000. Lying Trinidad
Tel: (868) 634-4346 E-mail:
don@powerboats.co.tt

CLASSIFIEDS

PROPERTY FOR SALE

BEQUIA - MT. PLEASANT
Residential Building Lot. Lower
Mt. Pleasantroad, gelmom area.
Admiralty Bay view, walk fo res-
taurants, 10,478 sq/ft. US$185,000.
lsland Pace Real Estate.
E-mail: info@islandpace.com

DOMINICA - UNIQUE PROPERTIES.
The Peanut Farm Bungalows in
Picard, featuring two all wood-and-
stone bungalows, overlooking RUSM
& Cabrits, see http://milleniarealty-
dominica.com/property/viable-
business-for-sale-in-picard-port-
smouth for information. Currently
being utiized as a guest house with
a 17" x 26" view deck, 15 different
fruit frees, hot springs nearby &
Sisserou & Jaco Parrots, see www.
homeaway.com/vacation-rental/
P3706602 for photos & current rental
rafes. EC$425,000/US$159,000

Camp DominEco at Syndicate Falls,
see www.syndicatefalls.com (has a
land survey and great photos) and
http://milleniarealtydominica.com/
property/property-for-sale-at-milfon-
estate-in-syndicate offering 9.9 acres,
a seff-sustained solar concrete bun-
galow & a cinnamon tree house on
1400 feet of riverfront land with
income-producing  utility  fees
charged to tourists on their way to
see Miton Falls (we are the only
access fo it.) EC$440,000/US$165,000
Contact Captain Mark Denebeim,
E-mail: mark@captainmarksway.com

RENTALS

BEQUIA - LA POMPE

Large 2 bedroom house and/
or 1'bed studio apartment.Big
verandah and patio, stunnin:
view, cool breeze. Intemnef,
cable TV. 2 weeks minimum,
excellent long-term rates.
Tel: (784) 495 1177

MISC. FOR SALE

Twin LZ 200 Yamaha (HPDI) OB
engines, 450 hrs US$8,000 ONO.
Contact Franc, c/o Power Boats,
Trinidod Tel. (868) 6207686 E-mail:

BENETEAU OCEANIS 400.
1995 Well maintained, being
under used, 3 cabin. Lyin
Crews Inn, Trinidad.
US$50,000. Contact Joe Tel:
(868) 680-8029.

francbasp@gmail.com
s

3208 CATERPILLARS 2x3208 375hp
marine engines/ZF transmissions.
Fully rebuilf, zero hrs.

Tel: (784) 528-7273 E-mail:
rodney_gooding@hotmail.com

40’ PILOT LAUNCH 1979
Fiberglass hull, 11 beam, 4
draft, GM 8V71-280 HP
engine. Good condition,
just need some cosmetics.
No more use. Lying Union
Island, US$20,000. Tel: (784)
458-8829 E-mail: palmdoc@
vincysurf.com

GRENADA- SUZUKI ESCUDO
Fairly new, in license already
also have one year insurance
optional transfer if possible,
owner migrating, EC$42,000
reasonable offer is considered.
Tel: (868) 299-5012

23’ JEANNEAU CAP CAMARAT
6752 x85hp 2 stroke Yamahas
w/ 70hrs use, bimini, VHF, CD,
anchor, life jackets, trailer.
Lying Mustique, EC$70,000
ONO. Tel: (784) 533-0213
E-mail: mfindlay@mustique.vc

2 X 1998 VOVLO MD2030B
Engines, 120SE sail drives, fwo-
blade fixed propellers. Engine 1
overhauled 2013, 1500 hrs.
Engine 2 original, runs well,
engine hrs. unknown gearbox
sliding sleeve will need replac-
ing. Both complefe w/ instru-
ment panels & wirng looms.
Lying Trinidad from mid-Octo-
ber, US$3,900 for the pair. E-mail:
kevingooch@hotmail.com

/R I BBEAN

C&&MPASS

YOUR CLASSIFIED

IS ON-LINE!

JOB OPPORTUNITY

BRITISH VIRGIN ISLANDS - SALES
MANAGER needed for diesel
engine/equipment distributor in
the BVI. Responsible for sales
throughout the Caribbean for
marine and industrial engines/
generators, excavation equip-
ment, transfer switches, electri-
cal distribution equipment, ups,
power quality products, marine
air conditioning and refrigera-
tion systems, marine fransmis-
sions & other products. A mini-
mum of 5 years sales experi-
ence, great inferpersonal skills &
management of sales processes
is required. Job requires sales
andlysis, preparing reports, mar-
kefing, working with a dealer
network & supervising a small
sales staff. Email CV  tfo
modmgmtsols@gmail.com.

BRITISH VIRGIN ISLANDS -
OUTSIDE SALES REPRESENTATIVE
wanted for Parts and Power for
the sale of marine & industrial
machines & parfs.  Requires
excellent customer relationship
building, good organizational &
computer skills, minimum 5 years
experience in sales. Must be
able tfo be mobile within
assigned ferritory & work flexible
hrs & schedule. Email CV to
modmgmtsols@gmail.com  or
info@partsandpower.com.

TORTOLA- SERVICE MANAGER
needed for marine & industrial
service business in Tortola,
British Virgin Islands. Must have
strong administrative skills &
technical knowledge with die-
sel engines & power genera-
fion with marine & industrial
applications. Must have excel-
lent organizational skills, ability
to write service reports, strong
communication skills, project
management & cost account-
ing skills, & the ability to handle
quality control issues. Needs
minimum 5 years management
experience, ability to give staff
reviews, & motivational abili-
ties. Need to maintain a fleet
of vehicles & equipment.
Send CV fo modmgmtsols@
gmail.com.

BEQUIA - MUSICIANS WANTED
Restaurant looking for musi-
cians. If you're fraveling to
Bequia and are inferested in a
short-term or long-term  gig,
please email your informafion
to ghusa2014@gmail.com

-
REMEMBER

to tell our advertisers
you saw their ad
in Compass!

18.25.50N
Dominican Republi

THE FOCAL POINT FOR CRUISING YACHTSMEN
e
e

* Showers, Laundry, Restaurant, 24 hr security
* Immigration office in the marina for clearance
* Free WIFI and Free Internet

 Dinghy Dock

* 12 miles East of Santo Domingo
& 7 miles East of International Airport

* High Quality Sheltered Moorings

* Slips to 120" with depth 10’

* 70 Ton Travelift (30" beam)

* ABYC certified machanics

* Shore power 30, 50 and 100 amps
* All slips with fingers

Visit: marinazarpar.com
Tel: 809 523 5858

email: info@marinazarpar.com
VHF Channel 5

PICK UP!

Ahoy, Compass Readers! When in Martinique, pick up your free monthly copy
of the Caribbean Compass at any of these locations (advertisers in this issue
appear in bold):

FORT DE FRANCE
Sea Services

RIVIERE SALEE
W.LN.D.

LE MARIN

Marina:
Akwaba
Caraibe Marine
Diginav
Capitainerie (Harbor Master’s Office)
Le Ship
Mécanique Plaisance
Mango Bay
Maximarine
Artimer Area:
Carenantilles

Careneshop
Clippers Ship
Y.E.S. Engineering

In Guadeloupe, pick up your copy of Compass at W.L.N.D.
Guadeloupe, Baie Mahault.

CLASSIFIEDS

US 50¢ PER WORD

Include name, address
and numbers in count.

Line drawings/photos
accompanying classifieds are US$10.
Pre-paid by the 10th of the month
e-mail: shellese@caribbeancompass.com
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—Continued from page 9 ...Business B riefs

“We aim to become the top outboard brand in the Caribbean by achieving vari-
ous goals and by collaborating closely with all our Suzuki Marine dealers in the
region,” says Rosario.

For more information on Suzuki Del Caribe see ad on page 28.

From the ‘Yes’ to ‘I Do’, With a Fabulous Honeymoon, Too!

Are you dreaming of saying "l do” on a Caribbean island? With the sound of the
waves coming in from the sea, we can make your dream wedding location a reality.

Tradition has it that you have something old, something new, something borrowed
and something blue. Why not let Blue Lagoon Hotel on the lush island of St. Vincent
be your “something blue”? From the sea to the sand, with a fabulous dock on hand,
you can pick the perfect spot to have your ceremony and reception, and even
your honeymoon. Our friendly and courteous staff can coordinate with you fo
ensure that your day will be special and unique. For the honeymoon, we've got a

Pool Suite fit for royalty and a swimming pool just below at your pleasure as you start
your happily ever after.
For more information on Blue Lagoon Hotel and Marina see ad on page 30.

Stop Slime in lts Tracks with Biocop

Sea Hawk Paints reports: In warm climates you will notice that as water tempera-
tures rise, so do algae and slime on your hull. Known as soft growth, slime left untreat-
ed on your hull will lead to hard growth such as barnacles. Sea Hawk is the only
brand of antifouling paint that provides dual-biocide protection through a variety of
bottom paint and additive choices. The ultimate is Biocop TF, the industry’s best dual-
biocide anfifouling paint. Additionally, Biocop TF can be purchased in pint-size cans
and added to other Sea Hawk copper-based antifouling paints to provide dual-bio-
cide antifouling protection. Biocop TF is the most effect dual-biocide when used on
its own, but can also be added fo other Sea Hawk ablative and hard-modified
copper-based antifouling points to enhance their slime-fighting properties.

For more information on Sea Hawk Paints see ad on page 9.

“The Informative Brokers” M WE NEED MORE LISTINGS!
www.bviyachtsales.vg

TEL: 1-284-494-3260
s TS

54" Jeanneau 54DS 2005

53'Bruce Roberts 53 2011
Equipped Circumnavigator$295KB The Real Deal In Steel! $159K
'f-'ﬂ 5 B
== )
-

| Rep

Superb Value €220K
[ I, —— 3
2 s o re——— 3

44' Alden 44 1978 44’ Beneteau 445 1994
Superb Quality, Bargain! $95K SWell Maintained & Equipped $92K
——

43' Beneteau Oceanis 43 20108 43" Hans Christian Christina 4399
Great Condition & Gear! $159K World Cruise Equipped $249K

40 Jeanneau SO 409 2011
Amazing Deal! $119K

43"Fountain Pajot Belize 43°07
Sleek, Modern Design $179K

39' Hallberg Rassy 1999
World Cruising Equipped $209K

40' Beneteau Oceanis 40 2011
Best Value On The Market $105K|

_YACHT SALESsOVER4050LD BY AUG 2016!!

50' Gulfstar CSY Walkover 50 1987 8 50 Hunter 50 CC 2011 ‘ 49'Trader 485 Signature 2002
uge Galley, Nice Teak Decks $79KBMllL uxurious & Fully Loaded! $379K 88 L uxurious, Rugged Cruiser $160K|
- — -
N\ L0 o .'? *)‘ )
| . i, = P

47'Tayana 47 1991 46' Jeanneau SO 45.2 2003 45 Privilege 45 1995
Offshore Passagemaker $149K Nice Upgrades, Loaded for Cruising $123K] True Cruising Cat $229K

——

43"R&C Leopard 43 2006
Super Clean, Exceptional Value $239K

L L i,

43" Privilege 435 2004 143" Beneteau Cyclades 43.3 2005
Quality Workmanship &Build $199KBSNew Sails, Good Condition $79Kf
W:’a — m‘

—— -
T _
41'Lagoon 410 S2 2004 40' R&C Leopard 40 2009
Well Proven Design $189K

Private, Owner's Version $299K
—
1 b ] :

1 il f " -

38'R&C Leopard 38 1999 36' Beneteau Oceanis 361 2000
Owner's Version, Lots of Solar $129K| Wind, Solar, All Furling! $55K

—

42'Whitby 421977
Immaculate & Well Equipped $95K|

- o
38' Dufour 385 Grand Large 2005
(Cruise Equipped, Never Chartered $99)

To see all of our listings, visit www.bviyachtsales.com

ADVERTISERS INDEX

ADVERTISER LOCATION PG# ADVERTISER LOCATION PG# ADVERTISER LOCATION PG# ADVERTISER LOCATION PG#
Art Fabrik Grenada MP  Edward William Insurance ~ C/W 44 Marina Zar-Par Dominican Rep 45  Slipway Restaurant Grenada MP
Barefoot Yacht Charters SVG 31 Electropics Trinidad MP  Mclntyre Bros Grenada 39  Spice Island Marine Grenada 7
Blue Lagoon Hotel & Marina  SVG 30  Food Fair Grenada 39  Mercury Marine C/w 23 St Kitts Marine Works St. Kitts 11
Boat Paint & Stuff St. Maarten 44 Free Cruising Guides cw 34 Mid Atlantic Yacht Services ~ Azores MP  St. Lucia Tourist Board St. Lucia 6
Bob Bitchin Book C/W MP  Gittens Engines Trinidad MP  Mount Gay Round Barbados Barbados 15 Sugar Reef Bequia SVG MP
Budget Marine St. Maarten 2 Gonsalves Liquors SVG 38  Multihull Company C/wW 43 Sunbay Marina Puerto Rico 35
BVI Yacht Sales Tortola 46  Grenada Marine Grenada 10 Neil Pryde Sails Grenada MP  Suzuki Marine C/w 28
Captain Gourmet SVG MP  Grenadines Sails SVG MP  Northern Lights Generators  Tortola 27 Technick Grenada MP
Caraibe Marine Martinique ~ 21/MP Guyana Tourism Guyana 13 Off Shore Risk Management Tortola 11 The Nature Conservancy Ccw 12
Clarkes Court Grenada 32 Hydrovane Interational Marine C/W MP  Plantation Hotel SVG 20  Tobago Cays SVG MP
Clippers Ship Martinique MP  International Inflatables St. Lucia MP  Power Boats Trinidad MP  Turbulence Sails Grenada 10/MP
Cruising Life SVG 34 lolaire Enterprises UK 37/38 Renaissance Marina Aruba 16 Venezuelan Marine Supply ~ Venezuela MP
Curagao Marine Curagao 29  Island Dreams Grenada MP  Rodney Bay Marina/ IGY St. Lucia 19 WIND Martinique  47/MP
Dominica Yacht Services Dominica MP  Island Water World Sint Maarten 48  Roger Bumett C/w MP  YSATT Trinidad MP
Down Island Real Estate Grenada MP  Johnson's Hardware St. Lucia 18 Sea Hawk Paints cw 9

Doyle Offshore Sails Tortola 4 LIAT C/W 8  Seajet Paints C/w 26

Doyle's Guides USA 38  Marc One Marine Trinidad MP  Secret Harbour Marina Grenada 5

Echo Marine Trinidad 32 Marina Santa Marta Colombia 14 Sevenstar Yacht Transport ~ C/W 17 lé/l/li’N==Mg£lrﬁi§th;Cijges 4042




Antifouling tests in Caribbean
waters have confirmed new Seajet
038 Taisho offers a 100% eco-res-
ponsible alternative with a signifi-
cant uplift in underwater perfor-
mance against the infestation of
plant and shell growth and the pre-
vention of slime. Listen to your
conscience and protect your environment

by applying Seajet 038 Taisho with ECONEA®

Premium batteries ... designed for 1600 cycles at 50% DOD

Trojan Battery’s Premium Line of flooded deep- cycle batteries is
specifically engineered to withstand the rigorous conditions of
renewable energy applications. The Premium Line incorporates
advanced battery features such as Trojan’s DuraGrid™, Max-
Guard® XL separator and Alpha Plus® Paste technologies that ﬁ
provide superior performance, rugged durability and exceptio- &

. Deep-Cycle
nally long life. Flooded Batteries

Our product strategy is focused on one simple objective - manufacture the highest quality
battery available in the industry which is why our Premium Line is tested to IEC standards.

. Marine Plywood Sapelli 15mm
(2500x1220mm) : 271.68€

v Marine Plywood Okoumé 15mm
A (2500x1220mm) : 108.00€
=~ Flexible panel CP FLEX deco teck 4mm
(2500x1220mm) : 184.00€

\
Striped Laminate Panel 0.9mm
- (2500x1200xmm)
: white or black stripes : 148.00€

products:

www.wind.mq

Z.A L'ESPERANCE
97215 RIVIERE-SALEE - MARTINIQUE
0596 68 21 28 - wind@wind.mq

f www.wind.mq



WHAT’S WHAT’S ON

W SALE

o= IN STORE?

ALL ALEXSEAL TOPCOATS

A premium single stage polyurethane topcoat that utilizes the latest advances in polyurethane technology with
state-of-the-art UV absorbers to achieve a durable surface with superior distinction of image and optimum gloss.
User-friendly application properties are achieved by spraying or brushing with efficient repair qualities.

Large color selection.

Qrts from $67.50, Gals from $214.70

25%
OFF

PENN FIERCE 11
SPINNING REEL

Penn Fierce Il Spinning Reels add heavy-
duty bail wire, a superline spool, line
capacity rings, and an improved line lay

Al 3 polishing kits — Shurhold has the tools you
to enhance the best valued spinning reel 20% need to ensure a professional finish and

in the market. shine to your boat.

Priced at $97.95

ALL SHURHOLD CLEANING EQUIPMENT

From mitts to brushes to complete dual action

Priced from $12.60

10-DAY DURO LANTERN

Made out of high-impact ABS
plastic with rubberized effects, you
know you can count on your lantern
to last and take a hit or two.

SILENT WIND
WINDGENERATORS

Featuring the Silent Power ,,blue blades* providing
maximum energy harvest from the wind while operating
This camping lantern has three lighting with minimum vibration and very low noise. _Comes
modes: high, low, and SOS flashing. complt_zte \_Nith blue Footh c_ontrolled Hybrid controller
On high, the lantern reaches up to 250 lumens. which is a combined wind and solar charge

This LED lantern can run for 10 days. regulator. 12 volt.

Priced at $51.95 Priced at $1,580.00

OCEANCHEF 3 STOVE

The OceanChef marine cooker truly meets the galley demands
of today‘s long-range sailing yacht. Whether you are preparing
a meal for a hungry racing crew or an exquisite feast for guests,
the OceanChef will meet the challenge. With multi directional
gimbal system, anti-tip shelving, gas safety system, this is the
ultimate ocean going gourmet hob, oven and grill. Built in the
UK - CE approved.

Priced at $4,774.95

Island
Water World

keeps you sailing! =

Earn Miles for discount!
Get your FREE Advantage
Card now - Valid in all
Island Water World stores!

Published by Compass Publishing Limited, Anguilla, British West Indies, and printed by Guardian Media Limited, Trinidad & Tobago





