





—Continued from previous page

The races on the next three days followed a similar pattern — we kept the same
start tactics but improved our timing, crossing the line within seconds of the gun.
Despite the light conditions, the racing remained close and exciting, the adrenaline
ramped up by a low-flying helicopter filming the event and the photographers in their
RIBS dodging and weaving through the fleet, all seeking the best shot of the action.

The second race of the week was the “Cannon” course — two laps of a straight out-
and-back course, which meant that all the yachts were in the same stretch of water,
but often travelling in opposite directions, which gave us all wonderful close-up views
of the fleet as we raced towards each other in an expensive game of chicken.

On the third race, several of the other boats timed their start runs better and we
found ourselves in a three-boat traffic jam with Columbia, Athena and ourselves all
aiming for a tiny space on the upwind end of the start line. Separated by only a few
feet, we managed to squeeze through without contact, but it was a close thing. This
may be “gentleman’s”
racing, but nobody
likes to give way when
pride is at stake.

The closest call
came at the last mark
on the final day of rac-
ing. As we approached
the mark, we were
closing on Chronos, a
heavy 180-foot pas-
senger sailing yacht,
but closing on us were
Athena, Columbia and
Adix. All five yachts
reached the mark
within seconds of each
other and it took
incredible nerve and
control from the
helmsmen as we
tacked around the
buoy, close enough
that it seemed we
could jump from one
boat to another.

If there is ever a
sport where you can
apply the maxim “It's
the taking part and not the winning that counts”, then it would have to be classic
yacht racing. We came in second to The Blue Peter every day but that did not detract
in the slightest from the wonderful experience of seeing these incredible yachts being
pushed hard by owners and crew who do it for the love of sailing rather than the
glory of winning,.

Next year’s dates are April 19th through 25th, 2017.

For more information on Antigua Classic Yacht Regatta 2016 see Regatta News on
page 14.

Among the more compact classics was the smart-looking
Island Swift, a Nick Skeates 35. Note the crewmember
in the spreaders

Above: The replica of the historic Gloucester fishing schooner Columbia

was a head-turner on the race course

Below: The 1930, Mylne-designed The Blue Peter — aptly named for the preparatory
signal flag starting a race — was a beautiful adversary
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From the first time my husband and I dropped
anchor in Grenada, in 1998, we felt it. That feeling of
being in a good place — safe, clean, beautiful, interest-
ing and welcoming. Nineteen years later it is true that
some things have changed, but not the basic elements
that produce this upbeat, positive feeling.

Like The Three Bears and the “not too hot” and “not

Summertime and
i1s Easy — in

by Ruth Lund

too cold” porridge, the Spice Island is not too big and
commercial, nor is it too small and undeveloped, to be
an ideal cruising destination. While economic infra-
structure and tourism have increased, there are still
quiet bays, sparkling waterfalls, forested mountains,
deserted beaches and pristine snorkelling, diving and
turtle-watching sites, to which you can escape.

The hilly terrain, cut with deep inlets and dotted
with colorful reefs, creates numerous sheltered anchor-
ages. You can decide to drop your hook in one of the
popular anchorages and take on a dizzying round of
social activities, or you can park your boat in a quiet,
private bay and commune with nature. Many cruisers
move from one bay to another during the summer
months, depending on their social whim or boat needs.
And if you find Grenada too frenetic, you can nip up to
Carriacou or Petite Martinique for a slower pace, with
no need to clear in or out. Variety truly is the spice of
life in this three-island paradise.

Grocery outlets now offer a big international range, but
at the market, marketing board outlets, and numerous
little stalls you will find a wonderful selection of fresh,
local goods at reasonable prices. Grenada is an island
that grows things — bananas, mangos, citrus, avocados,
cocoa, root crops, honey, herbs and spices — and from
these also produces many delicious things such as
chocolate, fruit juices, chutneys, hot sauces, rum and
beer. Peter de Savary, developer of Port Louis marina,
rightly says that this focus on agriculture is one of the
reasons the island “retains its authenticity and charm”.

Marine services are one of the biggest economic
growth areas. The tri-island state of Grenada, Carriacou
and Petite Martinique boasts 11 marinas, ranging
from the world-class, full-service Camper & Nicholsons
marina in Port Louis to smaller docks geared to assist
boats pre- or post-launching; four boatyards, one of
which can haul boats up to 242 tons; two long-estab-
lished chandlery companies and another coming on
stream shortly [see ‘North Yacht Shop’ in this month’s
Business Briefs on page 10]; and a wide range of tech-
nical marine services providing most repair and main-
tenance skills that boats require. Some services now
come right to one’s yacht, such as trash collection and
water/booze/bread deliveries, which, together with
easily accessed WiFi hot spots, make life on board
extremely convenient and easy.

Unlike on some islands that “die” during the sum-
mer, there is always something to do here. Of course
this may be hard for cruisers who are not used to
stressful decision making. Full Moon dinghy drift in
Mt. Hartman, or dance the night away at the Full
Moon Party in Benji Bay? Dinghy concert in Le Phare
Bleu, or toes-in-the-sand barbecue in Hog Island
heaven? Early morning noodling (aquarobics with
“swim noodles”) or Yoga, or Tai Chi? What a dilemma!

For the community-spirited there are opportunities
to “put something back” into the country by assisting

GRENADA SAILING WEEK

kids in the Mt. Airy Readers’ program, running the
cruisers’ VHF net, collecting goods for the Carriacou
Children’s Education Fund, hunting the invasive lion-
fish and supporting many other worthwhile causes.
The cruising community here is a caring community
with people willing to help when a boat drags or there’s
a medical emergency.

the/Living
enada
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Grenada’s got the beat all summer long,
and musical performances range from
traditional drumming to innovative
Jloating contemporary concerts

For sporty, outdoors types there is river rafting,
mountain biking, dinghy racing, hiking, and most
important, “hashing” every Saturday afternoon, to
which folk of all ages and walks of life have become
addicted. Local families, students, retirees, expats,
cruisers, all delight in getting muddy and sweaty while
running, walking and sometimes crawling through
varied terrain all over the island.

For the less energetic, but perhaps intellectually
agile, dominoes, chess, pool, trivia, card and craft ses-
sions, local cookery classes, book swaps, boat jumbles,

NILHYIN JINNOD

Gouyave Fish Fridays and Prickly Bay’s big bingo eve-
nings (at which you can win a cow or a goat), all keep
boredom at bay.

For me, the real winner is the astounding depth and
range of the musical talent — the jazz, reggae, soul,
rock, rhythm and blues, parang, pan and drumming
groups. With new young singers and musicians con-
stantly coming to the fore and testing their perfor-
mance at various watering holes around the island,
cruisers get top-class entertainment in the form of
open-access concerts — free, that is provided you
don’t drink too much. The Dinghy Concerts at Le
Phare Bleu marina featuring different local and inter-
national artists are a unique musical experience not to
be missed. An evening at the Grenada Museum in St.
George'’s reveals a world-class jazz saxophonist. Jam
sessions draw musical world travellers, happy to share
their distinctive styles. A lively Spice Basket produc-
tion combines music and theatre to introduce the
island’s rich history and culture.

In late June and early July the Fisherman’s Birthday
weeklong festivities celebrate the Feast of St. Peter in
Grenada and Carriacou, both of which have excellent
fishing grounds.

In August/September Grenada’s Spicemas Carnival
is the highlight. Cruising sailors will find the Carriacou
Regatta and the PCYC Round Grenada Regatta, which
stops overnight in Carriacou, ideal opportunities to
blow away the boatyard blues. In October/November/
December the Caribbean gears up for Christmas with
Carols Evenings, parang music and parties galore.

You may also wish to stay on in January/February
for the Budget Marine Spice Isle Billfish Tournament,
the largest tournament in the Caribbean; the Island
Water World Grenada Sailing Week, with classes to
suit everyone (racing, racer/cruiser, cruising [fun],
classic and J/24) and the Grenada Sailing Festival,
where traditional boats and their intrepid crews show
us all a thing or two about sailing.

For the “summer early birds” next year, the months
of April and May will offer two great musical events:
the Pure Grenada Music Festival and the Carriacou
Maroon & String Band Music Festival. Food and drink
lovers will enjoy the Grenada Chocolate and Uncorked
Beer & Wine Festivals and the more athletic can take
part in the Tri de Spice Triathlon.

Depending on your budget, you can chose a sophis-
ticated or simple lifestyle in Grenada, and all ages feel
at home here. While the majority of cruisers are silver-
haired (though you’d think they were teenagers to see
them dancing the night away), the safe, clean anchor-
ages also draw many young cruising families, and the
university crowd adds a special energy, making for a
great mix.

Since “Ivan the Terrible”, the hurricane of 2004,
Grenadians remain alert to the season’s weather.
Avoiding the H word, they refer to summer as “the rainy

season”, during which it is warm and humid, but with
almost always enough breeze to keep you cool and the
wind generator going. I'll probably be shot for saying
this, but another advantage of summering in Grenada
is that it is close enough to Trinidad to get there quick-
ly should a serious storm threaten, or if you require
major provisioning/boat work/medical attention.

Last, but not least — it is the people of Grenada that
make this such a great place. Unfailingly polite and
welcoming to visitors, it is their warm acceptance,

—Continued on next page
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...even at an official level, that makes it doubly enjoyable. So don’t spend your sum-
mer dug in and strapped down, shaking in your boots listening to weather reports,
come to Grenada for the time of your life.

See more articles about Grenada in the Compass Archives:

* ‘Camp Grenada’ by Ellen Birrell on page 24 at www.caribbeancompass.com/
online/novemberl 1compass_online.pdf

¢ ‘A Grenada-to-Grenada Cruise’ by Don Street on page 21 at
wwuw.caribbeancompass.com/online/marchl3compass_online.pdf

* ‘Revisiting Grenada — and Seeing It for the Very First Time’ by Frank Virgintino
on page 18 at wwuw.caribbeancompass.com/online/january 14compass_online.pdf
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Sure you can worlk on your boat if you want to.

But only after you've fit in opportunities to (clockwise from above)
attend unique events like the Grenada Chocolate Festival,

take a hike with the Hash House Harriers,

go river tubing, and play some beach volleyball at Hog Island

ANNEXES ET SEMI-RIGIDES
COQUE ALUMINIUM - HYPALON - PVC
TOUTES TAILLES
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HOG ISILAND
— A YACHTIE’'S MECCA

by D’Arcy O’Connor

Pull up your dinghy and join the party at uninhabited (except for a beach bar!)

any establishment had a dress code

dictating “Shoes - No Service”, it

would be Roger’s Beachside Bar on

Hog Island at the southern end of
Grenada. For that is the nature of the place —
extremely casual, international, and egalitarian.
Whether you're off the 453-foot megayacht Rising Sun,
or the 32-foot sloop anchored near her in Woburn Bay,
you leave your Ralph Lauren crocodile-skin boat shoes
or your ratty sneakers behind when you dinghy over to
Hog Island minutes away.

The uninhabited 85-acre island is roughly the shape
of a duckling, with a secluded cove and white sand
beach snuggled between its bill and chest. The island
boasts only one building — an open-air, thatched-roof
bamboo beach bar. Roger Strachan, 48, has operated
it as a squatter since 1988, and the venue is known by
most of the Windward Islands sailing fraternity who
motor or row their dinghies to the beach from yachts

(17v) SIL3 13N SYTOHOIN

Hog Island on Grenada’s south coast

moored or anchored a stone’s throw away. Stern flags
from Canada, the US, UK, Australia, New Zealand,
Sweden, Brazil, South Africa and France dot the small,
protected bay. A few recently crossed the Atlantic with
families and even pets aboard.

Others arrive in rented kayaks from nearby Whisper
Cove Marina in Clarkes Court Bay. Landlubbers, like
students from St. George’s University, can hop on a
local speedboat at the Upper Woburn jetty and for
EC$10 zip over to the island in less than eight min-
utes. It can also be reached by foot or mountain bike
along a rutted trail and across a 400-foot gated bridge
connecting the southern peninsula of Mt. Hartman
National Park to the duck’s beak.

Yachts access Hog Island from the south, leaving Mt.
Hartman Point to port and dropping anchor in good
holding ground directly off the sand beach. Alternatively
it can be reached through the marked channel in
Woburn Bay, leaving Calivigny Island to starboard,

and then anchoring and taking a short dinghy ride
under the footbridge to the beach.

Roger’s bar is jumping most Sundays from 3:00rPm
on, with a live reggae or soca band playing on a make-
shift stage overhanging the water. Drinks are cheap
(EC$5 or about US$2), and Roger’s girlfriend Mary also
prepares a barbecue lunch of chicken, fish, rice and
salads that can be had for EC$25 a plate. Occasionally
there’s even freshly caught lobster. But don’t expect to
find running water or proper bathrooms. And the only
electricity is a sometimes-functioning generator used
for visiting bands’ instruments and amps.

Fueled by local Carib and Stag beer or plastic glasses
of the bar’s potent Clarkes Court rum and Ting (a local
citrus-flavored soft drink), people dance barefoot and
hobnob on the beach all afternoon and evening. Feel
free to BYOB from your boat, as some do. Local fami-
lies from Woburn and beyond also arrive on Sundays
with bulging food hampers, portable barbecues, chil-
dren and dogs to picnic under the trees and swim off
the beach.

Yet it’s primarily yachties who make Hog Island what
it is. Irishman Mike Magee, who occasionally drops by
on his 43-foot Beneteau Clipper, Premier Cru, says,
“Roger’s beach bar is an open version of the quintes-
sential British pub — there’s always someone there you
know or will know before you leave... A deserted-island
bar with characters and major social interaction.”

Mike Hostetler and his partner, Audrey Biase, have
visited Hog Island off and on for six years aboard their
60-foot Morgan schooner, Serenity. “We've been to our
share of Caribbean barefoot bars,” says Audrey, "and
Roger’s is the frontrunner for a fun time, with super-
nice people, good drinks and Mary’s home cooking...
Plus there’s enough beach area to have a great time
limin’ and making memories.”

Then there are sailors like Mike Nelder and Julie
Jessop who practically call Hog Island home. The two
have been living aboard their 105-foot working tug,
Flying Buzzard, moored in Woburn Bay for the past six
years (see page 23 at wwuw.caribbeancompass.com/
online/junel3compass_online.pdf). For them, a daily
dinghy trip to Hog Island is like dropping in for a jar
and a jaw at the corner pub. As Julie describes it:
“There’s a growing semi-permanent group of yachts in
Woburn, which makes for a real community spirit...
Roger’s is a magical place leading to amazing conver-
sations, spontaneous parties and the forging of great
friendships with yachties and locals alike.”

—Continued on next page
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Some regulars are even closer to their local pub.
Canadian Phil Hawkins lives aboard Beothuc, a 37-foot
Tayana cutter-rigged double-ender. He first came to
Hog in 2006 and has returned every year since. “T've
stopped at nearly all the islands and can truthfully say
that Hog is the best anchorage I've found in the
Caribbean: good holding and located only a short din-
ghy ride to Woburn Bay, with great eating places and
a short bus ride to downtown St. George’s.” Phil, who

frees up and a sailor leaves his boat there for months
at a time while out of the country.

From time to time storm clouds have formed over
this sailor's Mecca — in the form of commercial devel-
opment. Hog Island was named for the wild pigs that
abounded on it in the 19th century, and four genera-
tions of the James Theodore family once owned and
farmed the island. In 1979 the Grenada government
expropriated it as part of the Mt. Hartman National
Park “for the purpose of national security, Customs

Left: It’s a laid-back
lime for all. Locals,
cruisers, university
students and more

hobnob the day away
at Hog Island

Right: Roger Strachan
has run an al fresco
bar here since 1988,

.1
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shares his boat with his cat, Buddy, is moored a few
hundred feet off the beach. He calls Hog Island “my
home away from home”.

The Hog Island anchorage, like many of Grenada’s
narrow bays, is ideally located for the rare occasion
that a hurricane should strike this far south. On the
approach to the island from Woburn Bay, just before
the footbridge, is what some have dubbed the Mangrove
Marina. Like Roger’s Bar, it is an ad hoc business,
with no signage, actual building, or even a registered
owner. A handful of yachts are secured stern-to
against the island’s mangroves and double-anchored
from their bows. It's also been referred to as the
Mangrove Graveyard or the Spider’s Web, since a few
of the yachts are rotting hulks, long ago abandoned by
their owners. Space is limited, but occasionally, a spot

and tourist development.”

In 1999 the government announced a Ritz-Carlton
resort project involving the Mt. Hartman and Hog Island
properties, and yachties had their first scare. But like
many such projects, it never materialized, thanks to lack
of financing. In 2006, the Four Seasons hotel chain
obtained an option to build a resort on the Mt. Hartman
property including an 18-hole golf course, a 107-room
hotel, a marina, and 255 villas — some of them on Hog
Island. However, after surveying the island and breaking
it up into undeveloped lots, as well as erecting the con-
necting bridge from the peninsula, that project also
folded, partly owing to heavy opposition from wildlife
groups who saw it as a threat to the critically endangered
Grenada Dove, whose core habitat is the Mt. Hartman
estate. Yachties once again heaved a sigh of relief.

‘ .~ featuring good drinks,
;. ";b home cooking and
a barefoot vibe

But today an even darker cloud looms over the
island in the form of a recently proposed US$2 billion
mega-resort village that could include a marina, park-
lands, a medical center, and villas on the peninsula
and likely spilling over onto Hog Island. The venture,
known as the Grenada Resort Complex Project, has
some serious Chinese money behind it.

This latest threat to the future of laid-back Hog Island
is often a topic of conversation on the beach. Then
again, local yachties are used to measuring things (such
as the completion of boatyard repairs or the arrival of a
much-needed part) in GMT — Grenada Maybe Time.

Even Roger isn't overly concerned about the future of
his funky bar. When asked about the Grenada Resort
Complex, he snorts and answers with one of his
extremely rare smiles, “That’s a long, long time away.”

D’Arcy O’Connor is a veteran journalist, scriptwriter,
TV documentary producer, published author and round-
the-world sailor. He has contributed to the Wall Street
Journal, People, Yachting, National Geographic and
many other publications. His most recent boolk is
Montreal’s Irish Mafia. He lives in Montreal, and
spends winters in Grenada.
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come to Trinidad when it lies 80 miles south of Grenada,
there have been reports of pirate attacks, there’s a high mur-
der rate, VAT is applied to yacht parts and services, and
Immigration an#Customs officers have been officious at times? Doesn’t sound great,
does it? Why do we keep returning?

Because it’s worth it!

Pirates?

A pirate attack is statistically unlikely — you are probably more likely to be robbed
at home — but the fear factor is high. There were two pirate attacks in the waters
between Trinidad and Grenada in December 2015, but there were none for many
years before then and there have been none since. One of the victims was White
Dumbo, a sleek 80-foot yacht with professional crew. Men wielding serious weapons
boarded her and the yacht was stripped of everything, including toilet paper. The
crew was undeterred and has sailed back to be hauled in Peake’s yard, despite the
traumatic experience. Roberto, first mate, said that they were reassured by frequent
communication with the TT Coast Guards, who were patrolling close by the yacht as
she approached Trinidad.

by Christine Webster

A second attack was on a 34-foot yacht owned by Jonas of Trinidad Rigging. He
was forced to sit in the cockpit with his two sons as the assailants ransacked the
boat, removing everything, including all the books. Jonas’s 18-year-old son had the
temerity to ask for his technical drawing book back, and it was returned. A kind-
hearted pirate?

Don Stollmeyer (CEO of Power Boats marina and boatyard) assures us that there
have been hundreds of crossings between Trinidad and Grenada since the incidents
and even Jonas’s son has sailed between the islands again.

But of course the fear is always there, for we all feel vulnerable alone in the ocean.
So, pirate avoidance strategies are recommended. They include submitting a float
plan to the Trinidad & Tobago Coast Guard, North Post Radio and Jesse James (a
downloadable form is available at www.membersonlymaxitaxi.com/services/servic-
es_floatplan.htm. It's advised to check by telephone to make sure they have received
it); sailing at night with buddy boats with whom you communicate on a pre-arranged
VHF channel; tracking east of the Hibiscus oil rig; communicating with North Post
Radio on SSB if possible; and of course communicating to everyone who has received
your float plan that you have safely arrived.

Note: Ken of the yacht Badger’s Sett was asked to give his position by North Post
Radio but he points out that a GPS position given on Ch16 VHF may help the wrong
people to pinpoint the location of your yacht.

Yachts are arriving in Trinidad now for the 2016 hurricane season. Paul and Janie
of Shian alternate between Antigua and Trinidad to lay up for the summer. They
decided to return to Trinidad despite the pirate incidents last December. They said
that the big pull is the “specialist and resourceful technical boat services”. Paul said
that if there had been another attack they would have changed their plans.

He pointed out that the passage between Trinidad and Grenada, even without the
possibility of piracy, is a challenge, especially for the 80-mile shakedown sail after a
summer in storage, but sailing is full of challenges. Paul recommended the use of
AIS to keep tabs on your buddy boats and other shipping, and commented that the
proximity of shipping near the gas rigs was a comfort.

About seven years ago, Navarna III, a Fisher 37, arrived in Crews Inn Marina shot
to pieces. The owner, Davy Jones, had sailed close along Venezuela’s notoriously
dangerous Paria Peninsula and been attacked by men in a pirogue. He escaped after
firing his flare gun at them. Recently he returned to Trinidad to repair rigging on his
Hinkley ketch (he came specially for Jonas’s expertise).

Trinidad Coast Guards

They really must be commended.

Our yacht, Quadrille, suffered serious flooding while on the dock in Crews Inn
Marina and within a few minutes of an emergency call, a CG vessel arrived to tow us
to Peake’s dock for haulout. And this was on Carnival Saturday!

On another occasion, Quaderille acted as standby and communications vessel for a
motorboat in distress. It was impressive that the North Post Radio operator was
efficient and patient and we could communicate on VHF to within a few miles of the
coast of Grenada. An aeroplane was scrambled and flew overhead, dipping its wings
in acknowledgement of our call.

The Coastguards are doing a fantastic job shadowing vessels bound for Trinidad.
Don Stollmeyer telephones the TTGC to tell them when any of his clients are likely
to arrive!

Customs and Immigration

There have been no negative reports recently about over-officiousness by the officers;
in fact, Ken on Badger’s Sett said that on arrival he found the officers “quite charming”.

Not long ago, complaints included downright rudeness. One of our yachtie friends
appeared to clear in wearing a rather smart but sleeveless shirt and the officer
pointed at her and yelled “Out!” This was totally unnecessary and caused bad feel-
ing. Unfortunately, when Jesse James tried to negotiate on behalf of the yachting
community it was at the time when a yachtsman was discovered flouting the law,
having been at anchor in Chaguaramas for five years without checking into
Immigration or Customs! It only takes one bad apple to sour the relationship. (He
could have been clapped in jail, but the officers were lenient and gave him an exten-
sion to the initial demand so he could sell the yacht before flying out.)

Other complaints have included having to pay overtime charges when the actual
departure was in the officer’s off-duty period, even though the clearance formalities
were done within stated hours. This issue remains unresolved.

Jo and Andrew of Zephyr’'s Zest recently sailed from Tobago to Chaguaramas and
were greeted with friendly smiles, despite its being an unscheduled stop.
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Trinidad’s street food is nearly
as famous as its Carnival

Where modern marinas,

skilled services and efficient
boatyards await, why hesitate?
The author examines

cruisers’ concerns

It's recommended to arrive smartly dressed, treat officers with respect — and smile!

Murder Rate?

The murder rate in Trinidad is high: over 410 last year in a population of approxi-
mately 1.34 million. This is a frightening figure, but the perpetrators and victims
alike are generally drug dealers, members of gangs who live in areas such as
Laventille — a no-go area. We feel safe in Chaguaramas and safe in most areas of
interest that we visit. I'm happy to travel to Port of Spain in daylight in a maxi taxi
and wander around the shops, for a touch of retail therapy, particularly to Jimmy
Aboud’s amazing textile emporium.

VAT

From February 1st, 12.5 Value Added Tax (VAT) has been added to all yacht ser-
vices and yacht parts sold in Trinidad.

This could be a blow to the yachting industry and the headline “Last Nail in coffin
for yacht sector” that appeared in the Saturday Express showed pessimism.
Quadrille’s flooding took place just four days after VAT was introduced on yacht
services and parts, and we had a considerable amount of essential work done and
both installation and yacht parts were subjected to 12.5 percent VAT.

But YSATT (the Yacht Services Association of Trinidad and Tobago) and the govern-
ment advisory Yacht Steering Committee YSC have had numerous meetings with
government officials to try to get yachts zero rated. Although nothing has been
resolved as this issue of Compass goes to press, Don Stollmeyer is optimistic that the
government will acquiesce. (There is a VAT exception for bona fide fishing craft.)

Marine Warehouse imports items with zero tax for yachts in transit, but the order
has to be initiated by the yacht owner and all items must be labelled clearly with the
owner’s name, boat name and “Yacht in Transit” writ large. Bringing your own parts
in is, as usual, zero-rated.

Yacht haulouts, storage and electricity are all subject to the new VAT but, as Don
says, all the yards are trying to absorb the hike in costs. At Peake’'s we were given an
automatic ten-percent discount before the VAT was applied, Paul and Janie were given
a substantial discount at Power Boats, and Sadie and Mike aboard Kiss were very
pleased with the deal they got on haulout, hard standing and accommodation in one of
the Power Boats’ comfortable rooms. Nicholas Gomes, Peake’s yard manager, said that
they would match any reduction in price from other yards if it were in writing. Crews
Inn manager, Nishi, will talk about a discount for a long-term marina slip.

So, prices are negotiable!

Food and merchandise are also subject to the new VAT but this means a reduction
for VAT categorized foods, from 15 to 12.5 percent. Unfortunately many formerly
zero-rated foods are now VAT categorized, but you can still get many basics unaf-
fected. At Pricesmart supermarket there are plenty of bargains to stock up with, and
Jesse James of Members
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Only Maxi Taxi service will drive there from the Chaguaramas marinas on Wednesdays.
Travel with him to the Port of Spain market, at dawn on a Saturday to pick up fresh
fruit, vegetables, meat and fish, and even clothes, for very reasonable prices.

Visiting sailors find friendly vendors offering abundant and affordable fresh,
locally grown produce at the mariket

If you want fresh fish to cook for yourself, buy the catch of the day from incoming
fishermen at Tropical Marine Services.

It’s possible to eat very cheaply in Trinidad, particularly if you love local street food.
You can buy “doubles” anywhere for a nominal TT$4 (about 65 cents US). They're
delicious — a fried pancake sandwich filled with spicy chickpeas that makes a won-
derful tasty breakfast. In the marinas, Sails Restaurant has special lunches very
reasonably priced, the Lighthouse has included burgers on its evening menu, and the
‘Wheelhouse Pub’s swordfish barbecue is tasty and so generous that two can share.

Services

Despite the 12.5 percent VAT, the yacht services in Trinidad are still generally
cheaper than on many other islands. There are so many service providers in
Chaguaramas competing with each other that you can get not only fine-quality work-
manship, but also good deals.

When Oriole was hit by another vessel, dismasted and badly damaged in Carriacou,
John and Christine jury-rigged her and limped down to Chaguaramas because they
knew that they could get everything fixed — from the rigging to the joinery woodwork
to fibreglass and the stern gear. And what a brilliant job everybody here did!

Quadrille was lucky to be in Chaguaramas when she nearly sank, because a total
rewiring job requires very skilled, knowledgeable workmen, which we found in Randi
at Caribbean Marine Electrical. I must also mention David the plumber and his
mate, Hilton, who arrived the instant we called and completed the job the next day!

David Smith wrote on the TT Cruisers Facebook group, “Full shoreside support in

Trinidad: welding, fabricating, machining (lathes, milling, pressing, propeller repairs
and dressing), high quality joiners’ shops and the ability to actually buy timber (lum-
ber) cheaply and off the shelf and all within walking distance of wherever you get
hauled. There is a reason why I'm hauled in Trinidad.”

One advantage at Peake’s yard is the 150-ton sling hoist that can lift bigger boats such
as the traditional Bequia schooner Friendship Rose. She sailed down to Trinidad in April,
with wood sourced in Bequia, to replace planks and ribs. On this visit she also replaced
her engine, which was possible with Peake’s machine shop and a versatile crane.

People and Places

Trinidad and Tobago are full of a wonderful friendly ethnic mix of people and fascinat-
ing places to explore. Everybody is so friendly and helpful. Street vendors will always
chat, people generally are good-natured, keen to help and fun — ready to lime!

Every year we come to Trinidad we are astounded at the tours that Jesse James
puts on [See “This Jesse James is One of the Good Guys” by J. Wynner in last month’s
Compass], impressed by his never-ending enthusiasm, boundless energy and knowl-
edge of foods, folklore, flowers, fables and forests. “Anybody for doubles?” is his
morning cry as we are whisked down the streets. Jesse will tailor make tours for you.
This year we have “chipped” down the Carnival route collecting discarded costumes;
visited Indian temples, the Caroni Swamp, the Nariva swamp, the Wildfowl Trust and
the hillside fort of St. George; had tea in the monastery of St. Benedict; and been
enthralled at the Yerette hummingbird home, where host Theo gives fascinating talks
and we were blessed with “hummingbird rain”.

There are so many things to do and places to visit. A visit to see leatherback turtles
laying their eggs is a must; so is a visit to the Asa Wright Nature Centre to admire
myriad exotic birds. Another must is the Taste of Trini gastronomic tour, where suc-
cessive groups of yachties compete for the highest number of different Trinidadian
foods tasted in a day. At the moment the record stands at 99. (I'm still not so sure
about cow heel soup!) Don’t forget the beach lime at Maracas, and the cheap flight
to Tobago for snorkelling and diving and Easter goat racing. The list is endless.

Each year we try to see the Lydian Singers, honed to perfection by the late Pat
Bishop. The choir performs innovative pieces accompanied by tassa drums and their
own steel band. To hear Handel's Messiah accompanied by bass pan outperforms
any traditional orchestra and chorus for excitement and volume! And of course
there’s Edward Cumberbatch, Trinidad’s answer to Pavarotti....

In Conclusion

If you decide to give Trinidad a miss, you are missing out on deals at boatyards
with good, safe haulout facilities and professional services at rates cheaper than
those offered at many more northerly islands. You will miss the colourful, helpful,
fun-loving people — and you will miss Jesse’s tours!

And just one more thing. I forgot to mention why we sailed to Trinidad in the first
place. Our insurance stipulated that we spend the summers below the hurricane belt!
Have you seen that chart showing the tracks of hurricanes over the last 100 years?

See more articles about Trinidad in the Compass Archives:

¢ ‘A Taste of Trini’ by Anne McMillen-Jackson on page 24 at
wwuw.caribbeancompass.com/online/december1 1compass_online.pdf

¢ ‘Trinidad & Tobago: To Go or Not?’ by Sarah Smith on page 21 at
www.caribbeancompass.com/online/november12compass_online.pdf

¢ ‘Trinidad is Definitely for the Birds’ by Mira Nencheva on page 21 at
wwuw.caribbeancompass.com/online/ february 15compass_online.pdf
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by Priscilla Packer

It's only about 40 nautical miles between Bonaire
and Curacao. So by 3:00pm on a September afternoon
my husband, Hugh, and I, sailing aboard our 43-foot
aluminium sloop, Anemos, were approaching the
entrance of Spanish Water. It is not easy to make out,
as it is quite narrow, and although there is a red buoy
some way outside, presumably to mark the entrance,
we initially missed it as we were occupied with lower-
ing the sails, and had to back track against fairly
strong current and waves.

Once inside, the lagoon opens up into a vast area,
with several inlets to choose from. We headed left
towards an anchorage we hoped would be reasonably
close to Sarifundy’s Marina, a place we had read about
in our ABC cruising guide (which dates back to the
late '90s) and despite the name, not a real marina, just
a place where yachties can get such services as laun-
dry, showers and WiFi.

There were quite a few boats at anchor and we milled
around a bit before dropping our hook; we ended up
re-anchoring a couple of times as we were too close to
other boats.

Checking In

Next morning we headed out in the dinghy in search
of Sarifundy’s. Seeing no obvious sign of it, we
enquired from a sculptor lady who had her workshop
right on her dock. She told us Sarifundy’s no longer
existed! (We found out later that the place had burned
down a few years back and never been rebuilt.) A pity
because it sounds like they offered a useful service.

The dinghy dock turned out to be next to a small
shipyard-cum-marina of sorts, and the yard attendant
pointed out the bus stop to the capital city, Willemstad.
On the bus we met another couple bent on the same
errand as us — namely checking in — and they had
done it all before several times. So we tagged along,
which was helpful as the various offices you need to
visit (Customs, Immigration, Port Authority) are dis-
seminated throughout the city.

To reach the Customs building we walked along the
Ruyterkade, where the busy Venezuelan “floating mar-
ket” is located. Stall after stall displayed fruit and
vegetables, each stall selling exactly the same produce
as its neighbours, so it is hard to choose from them,
and of course, every stall keeper is trying to persuade
you that his tomatoes, or watermelon, or pineapple is
The Best!

After we were finished with Customs, or Douane as
the Dutch call it, we followed Robin and John across
Sint Anna Baai, which is the channel of water that
separates the two sides of Willemstad, by taking the
ferry across. (There is normally a pontoon bridge as
well, which rests on 16 boats, but at the moment, it
has been taken away for maintenance.)

We caught a first glimpse of Willemstad’s unusual
style of Dutch-Caribbean architecture, painted in lots
of bright colours, as we crossed on the ferry to
Otrobanda (or “the other side” in the local dialect,
Papiamentu, a mixture of Spanish, Portuguese, Dutch,
English, French, Arawak and African languages).

Our kind guides led us up the hill in the direction of
the high Juliana Bridge (the highest in the Caribbean)
that spans Sint Anna Baai, to an official-looking com-
pound where the Immigration office is located.

The last thing to do was visit the Port Authority
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Curagao’s colorful capital, Willemstad,
is both cosmopolitan and quaint

offices, but by this time they were closed for lunch, so
we all repaired to Le Gouverneur’s bar and restaurant
at the bottom of the hill for our own repast. They brew
their own beer, logically called Gouverneur, and it is
quite good, better than the average Dutch or some of
the American-style beers that we find rather bland.
After lunch we trudged back up the hill and completed
our checking-in at the Port Authority. They wanted a
modest US$17 for a month’s stay in Spanish Water.

Discovering Willemstad in the Company

of Old Friends

On September 17th we met up with old friends who
had flown from Toronto. They were staying in a pleas-
ant hotel called Bij Blauw (which I think means Blue
Beach), located on Pietermaai, a road that follows the
shoreline of Willemstad and where most houses, many
of which have been restored and brightly painted, have
a direct outlook on the shore. The hotel has a terrace
overlooking the sea, where we enjoyed a lovely and
breezy dinner.

The next couple of days were spent exploring
Willemstad on foot.

The oldest part of town, on the eastern side, is called
Punda, which is a variant of the Spanish word Punta,
or Point (as it is situated on a point of land by the
harbour entrance.) The remains of the old Fort
Amsterdam stand there along with the Governor’s
Palace, a grand building in neo-classical style.

Willemstad is a UNESCO World Heritage Site, and it
has made an obvious effort to restore many of its older
buildings. The humbler dwellings are simple, low,
square houses, just big enough for a couple of rooms
inside. These are of a type found everywhere in the
Caribbean, called case in the French Antilles.

There are also grand mansions built with the typical
Dutch gabled facade. There seem to be three main
styles, the earliest buildings of the 17th century hav-
ing fairly plain upright gables shaped like inverted
funnels; the late 17th and 18th century ones have
elaborate “Dutch Baroque” gables with lots of volutes;
and finally the 19th century buildings (which seem to
correspond to Curacao’s most prosperous period),
present a neo-classical style with triangular frontons
and fluted columns evoking Greek temples.

All the gables, especially the convoluted Baroque
ones, are delineated with thick moulding painted
white, so they look like so many cakes decorated with
whipped cream!

I liked the backstreets of Otrobanda, less touristy
than Punda, with lots of narrow alleys and somewhat
rundown but charming old houses. Some of the neo-
classical ones, crumbling a bit and with faded paint,
reminded us of houses we have seen in Greece, in
places such as Spetsai or Symi, where retired sea cap-
tains had built them.

We visited the Kura* Hulanda museum, which
houses an eclectic collection of art and historical
objects from several African countries and Suriname,
with parts also dedicated to the Christian and Muslim
influences on African culture. The last part tells the
story of slavery, both from Africa to the Caribbean
islands (Curacao was an important slave-trading post)
and the more recent story of racial segregation in the
United States.

It was hard to follow any coherent thread as you
went from one set of exhibits to another, but they were
all individually interesting, with a few quite valuable
and rare pieces, I think, including cuneiform clay tab-
lets and parchment manuscripts from Timbuktu. This
curious collection was assembled by a man called
Dekker, who had made his money by starting the
Budget Rent A Car business.

Note: if you ever go there, do not take the English-
language guided tour: the guide was well intentioned
and no doubt knowledgeable, but her accent was
totally incomprehensible to us!

We tried to visit the Maritime Museum, but were
unlucky: both times we went there, it was closed,
the first time because they were hosting a special
event; the second time, we could not figure out
why, maybe because it was the eve of Yom Kippur!
A lot of shops seemed to be closing for that reason.
There was a significant Jewish community in

Curacao, which played an important part in the
beginnings of the colony. Willemstad’s synagogue
claims to be the oldest non-stop functioning syna-
gogue in the northern hemisphere.

At the Chobolobo Curacao liqueur factory we learned
about the Senior family, a Jewish family who estab-
lished one of the first distilleries making the famous
orange liqueur. The Spaniards first introduced the
orange trees, from Valencia, back in the 16th century
in the hope that they would thrive in Curacao’s cli-
mate. But it was too dry and the trees produced only
shrivelled and bitter fruit. So their cultivation was
abandoned and the trees survived as a wild plant.
Much later, somebody who walked on a fallen orange
and crushed it discovered the powerful fragrance con-
tained in the peel.

Curacao is made with dried orange peel, spices and
herbs, and alcohol distilled from sugar cane. The
resulting liqueur is white, but someone decided it
would be more interesting from a marketing point of
view to make it in different colours, the most famous
one being the blue Curacao. But there is no difference
in the taste. I suppose it enables barmen to produce
more colourful cocktails!

—Continued on next page
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Exploring Farther Afield

Our friends rented a car for a couple of days, and
we were able to discover a little more about this
small country.

The northwestern coast is barren and rocky, with big
waves constantly breaking against a jagged coastline as
the wind here blows at a fairly constant 20 to 25 knots.

‘We visited the Shete Boca (Seven Mouths) National
Park at a place called Boca Jubla. The coastline there is
rough and wild, consisting of limestone formations on a

volcanic base. With the erosion of the sea’s constant
battering, it has produced some interesting shapes,
such as a natural bridge, a sea cave where the waves
come crashing in, and a blowhole called the Pistol (Boka
Pistol) which is shaped like a keyhole and produces a
powerful low boom that does sound like a gunshot.

There are more bays and some deep inlets along the
southeastern coast, such as Spanish Water, where we
were anchored. It is also greener on this side, although
most of the vegetation (outside of tended gardens) is
low and of the prickly kind. Here too, as in Bonaire, we
saw iguanas, goats and donkeys, and flamingoes in
some of the saltwater lakes.

Curacao is an elongated island, not very wide but 64
kilometres long, making it the largest of the three
Netherlands Antilles. There are few beaches and,
because Curacao is basically oriented east and west,
there are no really protected ones (the prevailing wind
is from the east); so the beaches, which are often pri-
vate, have had to be carefully protected with jetties

made of rocks or manmade boulders of concrete,
behind which a narrow ledge of sand has been laid.

Public Transport

After misjudging it a couple of times, Hugh and I
became quite proficient in using the local bus network
to get to town.

Robin had kindly supplied us with a bus timetable,
which proved very useful. But it only gives you the depar-
ture times from the main station in town. So you have to
work out when it is likely to get to your stop, taking into
account peak hours when it runs into traffic jams.

The bus stop nearest our anchorage is at a round-
about next to a bar-restaurant called the Pirate’s Nest.
There is a figure of a pirate perched up in a crow’s nest
on top of a mast just outside, which is a useful land-
mark when you are still unfamiliar with the lay of the
land and are trying to work out where you want the
bus to drop you off!

The buses are quite sophisticated — you can get
WiFi on them and it works: I used it a lot. The ride
costs 1.7 NFL (Nederland Florin, but they call them
guilders), about US$1. We found out you could save
one guilder on the cost of ten rides if you buy a book
of ten tickets from a kiosk at the bus station that
opens when it feels like it.

There are also minibuses that are a little more
expensive (2.5 NFL) but cover a wider range of destina-
tions and will detour to take you exactly where you
want to go. They do not seem to run to a schedule but
leave when they are full.

There is also a useful free bus at 8:30 every morning

The Venezuelan ‘floating mariet’
along Ruyterkade

from the shipyard/marina to a supermarket close to
the two main chandleries: Budget Marine and Island
Water World.

Onward

Curacao is surrounded by a narrow ledge of coral and
sand that falls straight down a steep undersea cliff some
20 to 30 metres out from the shore. From the air, said
our Canadian friends, the island appears sharply delin-
eated by a light turquoise fringe, sitting in a dark blue
sea. Soon we would leave colourful Curacao and be back
out on that dark blue sea, onward bound for Colombia.

H3INOVd VTI0SIHd

* Kura means a courtyard: in Willemstad you still find
a lot of these 18th and 19th century large inner yards,
with a central house or mansion, surrounded by a
courtyard, the whole enclosed by outer buildings or
walls. They sometimes tale up an entire town block,
and must have been occupied by the richer merchant
Jamilies in the heyday of the city.

See more articles about Curacao in the
Compass Archives:

* ‘Bonaire, Curacao and Returning to the Eastern
Caribbean’ by Devi Sharp on page 24 at
wwuw.caribbeancompass.com/online/
may11compass_online.pdf

¢ ‘Follow the Yellow Brick Road to the Emerald City’
by Frank Virgintino on page 20 at www.caribbeancom-
pass.com/online/september1 1compass_online.pdf

¢ ‘Convenient Curacao’ by Candy Colley on page 16
at www.caribbeancompass.com/online/
aprill 5compass_online.pdf
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THE CARIBBEAN SKY: FREE SHOW NIGHTLY!

The Sky from
Mid-June
to Mid-July

by Jim Ulik

There was an intense rumble that was growing fast. Suddenly a massive ball of
flames passed overhead. In less than a second a blinding explosion filled the early
morning sky. The blast of an atomic bomb paled in comparison. The aftermath of
the blast left widespread destruction. Everything standing for 800 square miles
was flattened. Humans and wildlife near the explosion were gone. This time, how-
ever, the devastation was not caused by man versus man. Nature had given the
Earth a blow.

The above explosion was estimated to be equivalent to 2.8 million tons of TNT. Or if
you look back at any photo or film footage of the nuclear explosion over Hiroshima,
multiply that times 185. Some computer models put that figure at over nine million
tons of TNT. The event above was not the asteroid or comet that hit Earth subsequent-
ly killing the dinosaurs. The incident occurred on June 30th, 1908 over Siberia (‘the
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Tunguska event”). Fortunately the area was sparsely populated. Traveling at 33,500
miles per hour, the meteor that generated that blast was only 120 feet (36 metres) in
diameter and weighed 220 million pounds. For more perspective see a regional com-
parison in Figure 1. The zone of impact is circled in red. Five kilometres outside the
impact (yellow circle) would record wind speeds of 583 miles per hour (261 metres per
second) and a tsunami wave that could be up to 54 feet (16.5 metres) in height.

Currently most of known Near Earth Asteroids (NEA) are smaller than 3,300 feet
(one kilometer). The largest potentially hazardous asteroid currently known is between
two to four miles (three to 6.5 kilometers) in diameter. The diameter of the object that
killed the dinosaurs is estimated to be six miles (ten kilometres) in diameter.

In 1908 it was almost impossible to predict when an asteroid impact would occur.
Even today astronomers haven't discovered all potentially hazardous asteroids.
International cooperation between scientists is facilitating the process of identifying
and determining the orbits of asteroids. Public awareness of a potential problem can
influence policy decisions. Enter Brian May, the lead guitarist for Queen. He com-
pleted most of his Astrophysics PhD between 1970 and 1974. After taking a break
to play a few riffs with his band, he completed his thesis and received his doctorate
in 2007. Among his other projects, Brian May co-founded Asteroid Day with Apollo
astronaut Rusty Schweickart and German filmmaker Grig Richters. Asteroid Day is
an annual global movement to increase public awareness of potential asteroid
impacts with Earth, and the importance of guarding against them.

Thursday, June 16th

June 16th and 17th will find the Moon and Mars in close proximity. Mars is now fully
illuminated. The red planet will become fainter as Mars and Earth travel farther away from
each other in their orbits around the Sun. Mars’s close approach was on May 30th.

Saturday, June 18th

There is a conjunction between the Moon and Saturn. The Moon will appear in the
east just before sunset. As the sky darkens, Saturn, positioned south of the Moon
and north of Antares, will begin to brighten. You can also spot Mars shining bright
red above these celestial bodies.

Monday, June 20th

The Sun has finally reached its most northern point. Because of the Earth’s tilt the
Sun is now directly over 23.5 degrees latitude or the Tropic of Cancer. The summer
solstice is the first day of astronomical summer.

The Ophiuchid meteor shower will reach its maximum rate of activity. The source
of the shower is near the Moon, but look directly overhead to spot any shooting stars.
They will become more difficult to see after the Moon rises at around 1850 hours.
Ophiuchid meteors can be seen into early July.

Saturday, June 25th

There is a conjunction between the Moon and Neptune. Neptune is positioned off
the shaded side of the Moon, appropriately in the water stream of Aquarius. It takes
165 years for the god of the sea to orbit the Sun, so Neptune will not be in this posi-
tion again until the year 2181.

FIGURE 4

Thursday, June 30th

Asteroid Day is a global awareness campaign where people from around the world
come together to learn about asteroids, the impact hazard they may pose, and what
can be done to protect our planet, families, communities, and future generations
from future asteroid impacts. Asteroid Day is held each year on the anniversary of
the largest impact in recent history, the 1908 Tunguska event in Siberia.

Monday, July 4th

The Sun and Moon are positioned in Gemini, along with Venus and Mercury. If you

. have a clear view of the western

horizon you might be able to see
Venus begin to appear just as you
are waiting for the green flash.

Friday, July 8th

The Capricornid meteor show-
er will reach its maximum rate
of activity tonight. At 2000 the
source of the shower will be
from the east. It is just below
the grouping of Mars, Saturn
and Antares. Look straight over-
head to spot any meteors. Look
west to find Jupiter just above a
sliver Moon.

Monday, July 11th

The Moon has reached first
quarter at 2051. The Moon sits in
Virgo near the blue-white star Spica. Spica is formed by at least two stars that are
both larger and hotter than our sun. Looking down towards the horizon you will find
Jupiter near the head of the Virgin constellation.

Thursday, July 14th

High overhead at 2000 will be a heavenly foursome: the Moon will be grouped
with Mars, Saturn and
Antares. These four bodies
will surely shine through any
island streetlights.

Friday, July 15th

Round two of the Capricornid
meteor shower is tonight. Paths
of comets change, so there may
be more than one stream of
debris left behind from a comet.
Earth is now passing through
another debris field, making
this the second shower.
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FIGURE 3

NASA EARTH OBSERVATORY

Figure 1 — An example of the area affected by an asteroid 120 feet in diameter.
Hitting the sea would produce a tsunami wave up to 54 feet (16.5 metres) high
at 3.1 miles (5km)

Figure 2 — Photo of Tunguska area 21 years after the meteor impact

Figure 3 — The Tropic of Cancer passes south of Georgetown off Great Exuma
in the Bahamas

Figure 4 — Neptune's progression through Aquarius and the area of sky

known as The Sea in ancient Babylon

In the News

After a voyage of nearly five years, the spacecraft Juno is planned to arrive at
Jupiter on July 4th. Juno was launched in August 2011. Why go to Jupiter?
Scientists believe that Jupiter was the first planet to form in our solar system.
Understanding the formation of Jupiter is thought to be essential to knowing the
origins of the entire universe and the foundations of life. Because of its mass, the
composition of Jupiter hasn’t changed since it formed.

The spacecraft is solar-powered, using panels that are 50 percent more efficient
than most commercial brands. Juno’s panels are a combination of silicon and galli-
um arsenide. Those panels could be a future addition to any structure or sailboat.

All times are given as Atlantic Standard Time (AST) unless otherwise noted. The
times are based on the viewing position in Grenada and may vary by only a few min-
utes in different Caribbean locations.

Jim Ulik of S/V Merengue is a photographer and cruiser.



LOOK OUT FOR...
Mmmangos!

by Lynn Kaak

As you travel through the Caribbean, every month there’s something special
to look out for.

At this time of year, they're everywhere. They flood the markets, roadsides and lit-
ter the trails. It's MANGO SEASON!

‘While being so very tasty and plentiful, there’s a lot to know and appreciate about
these gems. They can be enjoyed in a multitude of different ways.

Like so many other tropical treats, it is not surprising to find out that mangos are
not native to the Caribbean. It is believed that Mangifera indica, the most prolific type
of mango, was spread from the plains south of the Himalayas to the rest of southeast-
ern Asia and Malaysia by Buddhist monks in around 500 BC. Buddha'’s insights were
said to have come while he was sitting under a mango tree. With time and migration,
exploration and exploitation, mangos had travelled to the African continent by about
the 10th century AD. Now mango trees can be found on every continent except for
Antarctica, and are reportedly the most consumed fruit in the world.

There are many, many different “cultivars” or types of mangos. There are over 400
known types in the world, with a number of unidentified local varieties thrown in for
good measure. In the Caribbean, we are familiar with a handful of the local mangos,
and what may exist and flourish in one place may not be found, or do well, in
another. As typical in this area, what may be a common name in one country may
not be how a type of mango is known elsewhere as you travel down the island chain.
The big “Belly Full”, “Grafted” or “Graham” is essentially the same cultivar, but the
name does not remain the same. “Julie” mangos tend to be known by the same
name, but there is a commercially developed variety, as well. When you learn to
recognize your favourites, at least you can identify them by sight, if not by the local
name. With so many varieties available, one is bound to find some favourites.

Mangos are related to some of the other tropical fruit-bearing trees, including the
cashew and pistachio, belonging to the flowering tree family Anacardiaceae. The fruit
is a “drupe”, which means it has the flesh surrounding a stone or pit, and has a
relatively thin skin. With grafting performed to create new varieties, not all trees can
reproduce by seed alone.

The trees are quite hardy, and some varieties can start producing fruit within three
to five years, with a typical productive life of 40 years or more. In that time, they can
reach heights of 35 to 40 metres (115 to 130 feet) and spread out as much as 25
metres (80 feet). With a tolerance for a wide range of soils, but a preference for well-
drained soil and something it can really sink its roots into, the preponderance of
mango trees throughout the Caribbean and the world is not surprising. The mango
tree isn't overly fond of lots of rain, but if the soil drains well, then it is fine, but
yields are better if it isn’t too rainy while the tree is flowering.

Speaking of the flowers, these trees produces tiny flowers about 0.8 cm across, but
do so in large masses of blooms with hundreds of flowers clumped together. Many of
the flowers are just male, for pollination, but of course some have female features
and when pollinated, eventually turn into those wonderfully tasty fruit. Not all of the
seeds inside that large pit are capable of becoming trees. The fruit takes three to six
months to develop and ripen after the flowers have been pollinated.

However, as with so many good things, there are a few caveats. Unripe fruit have
the same chemical that plants such as poison ivy exhibit, so some people may have
a bad reaction. The skin can also cause contact dermatitis in some people, but often
the flesh or juice may still be enjoyed without ill effects. Sometimes it is possible to
have too much of a good thing with mangos!

Here are a few hints for storage: While they can be kept in the refrigerator for quite
a long time, if you store them with citrus fruit, their ripening will be retarded. If
mangos aren’t getting ripe fast enough for you, wrap them in some newspaper or a
paper bag, and they will be edible in a short time.

Enjoy this mango season! It runs from approximately June until October, but that
varies by island, plus there are some off-season or “Christmas mangos” that appear
around December and January in some areas.

Whether you eat them plain, in a Trini “chow” with salt and hot pepper, as chut-
ney, jam or juice, or cooked into a recipe, there is nothing else quite like a mango.

Mangos come in myriad varieties, from the huge Imperials to the tiny Teacups.
Those in the photo are locally called ‘Tin’, perhaps because of their thin shape
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* All slips with fingers

* Showers, Laundry, Restaurant, 24 hr security
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* Free WIFI and Free Internet

 Dinghy Dock
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Now available as an y M} =
Cruising Life: The Best Stories from Caribbean Compass
is a collection of _4§['sgg§ta ng stories selected from more than

200 issues aribbean Compass. e

Ann Vanderhoof, author of An Embarrassment of Mangoes and

he Spice Necklace, says, “Given a new life bgypnd the npﬁznr}e
e, :

- the pieces in this collection respna!p nd,'spaég -
. inavery different way, offering new pleasur
Beyond its entertainment — the first piece had me hook
the collection is sure to spark ideas in both
cruising sailors and armchair dreamers.”
US$8.95

Read a preview and order Cruising Life now
at www.amazon.(glp!
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Mayreau Regatta 2016
Iraditiondl
Cooking Contest

“When in Rome, do as the Romans do”, and when in the Caribbean, eat lilkke
a local! Here the winners of the Traditional Cooking Contest held during
Mayreau Regatta have shared their recipes. Try them; you'll like them!

FIRST PRIZE

Rosita Williams’ Upside-Down
Sweet Potato Pudding

6 medium-size sweet potatoes,

grated

1 ounce raisins

1 ounce currants

2 eggs

1 four-ounce package

coconut milk powder

1 teaspoon baking powder

vanilla essence to taste

grated nutmeg to taste

Caribbean sweet potatoes are not
what North Americans think of when
they hear the term. These are red-
skinned with a crisp, white flesh.

Blend all ingredients in a blender
(use coconut milk powder in dry
form). Pour into a buttered deep pie
plate. Bake for 1 1/2 hours at 375°F
or until a tester comes out clean.
Cool slightly. Turn out upside-down
onto a serving plate. Decorate with
fruit such as sliced pineapple
if desired.

SECOND PRIZE

Shuntel Forde's Stewed Sea Egg

sea egg (roe of white sea urchin)

onion

garlic

sweet pepper

sive (chives/green onions)

big thyme

bottled seasoning

tomatoes

Sea eggs, like many other types of
seafood, have an open and a closed
season; enquire locally whether
they are in season. If you have
never cleaned a sea urchin before,
ask a local person to show you how
to do it, or find instructions on the
internet. The part you eat is the
roe, known as sea eggs: they must
be fresh.

“Bottled seasoning” (also known as
“green seasoning’) is a popular
Caribbean condiment usually made
from celery, green onions, peppers,
garlic and herbs such as cilantro,
parsley and thyme. You can find it in local markets.

Boil sea eggs for 10 minutes. Drain. Season to taste with onion, garlic, sweet
pepper, sive/chives, big thyme, bottled seasoning and tomatoes. Put a little oil in a
pot, add the sea egg mixture and cook for 15 minutes.

THIRD PRIZE

Loretha Isaacs’ Rice Porridge

1 pound uncooked white rice

1 tin evaporated milk

1/4 pound powdered milk

1 pinch salt

1/4 Cup sugar

1 pinch cinnamon

2 pinches nutmeg (freshly grated)

2 teaspoons vanilla essence

1/4 Cup raisins

Boil rice until soft. Add evaporated
milk and dry milk powder. Mix in a
little water to moisten, and then
(except for the raisins) add other
ingredients one at a time. Stir the
mixture until it thickens, add rai-
sins, and then pour into a serving
dish. Enjoy warm or cold.
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When I first came to the Eastern Caribbean islands, in the 1960s, most countries
that grew cocoa sold it abroad for others to process into chocolate, thus leaving the
profit of processing to others. The Grenada Chocolate Factory, founded in 1999,
changed all this, with its superb locally produced organic chocolate that quickly
caught everyone’s imagination and had us all stocking up on bars and using them
as gifts (of course we ate quite a few of those gifts on the way). This has proved an
inspiration: there is now a second chocolate factory in Grenada, called J'Ouvert, and
others are springing up on other islands, such as Point Baptiste Chocolate in
Dominica (see the June 2015 issue of Compass at http://www.caribbeancompass.
com/online/junel5compass_online.pdf).

When I sailed to St. Lucia last December to speak to the ARC arrivals, I was
delighted to find a booth at Rodney Bay Marina selling a new brand of locally made
chocolate, Cacao Sainte Lucie. Having sampled a bar and found it excellent I told
Maria Jackson, the owner, that I would love to come down some time to Canaries,
where she has her plant, to visit. A couple of months later I set out, accompanied by
my friends Pinky and Anne. We were running a little late so I gave Maria a call when
we got to Canaries. This was just as well, as we would never ever have found this
place for ourselves, and Maria came out to the road to guide us in.

Cacao Sainte Lucie is very much a one-woman business at this point. This makes
the production of chocolate very labor intensive and so the price on such “artisanal”
bars tends to be high (about twice the price of Grenada Chocolate). However, when
beautifully produced and packaged, there is a market for it as a specialty product,
especially as souvenirs for visitors. (We bought plenty, so I know.)

The Cacao Sainte Lucie plant is in Maria’s garage, which has been remodeled into
a shining clean workspace. The air conditioning keeps it very cool and everything is
to hand. She clearly knows exactly what she is doing, and has the process well
under control. One of the secrets, she told us, lies in how long you allow the cocoa
to ferment. She gave us some samples of cocoa to try, some fermented, some not,
and the fermented had a much fuller, sweeter flavor; the unfermented was more
bitter and sharp.

Maria gets her cocoa locally, ferments it down the road, and brings it back for
inspection. Then it gets ground. Maria’s chocolate grinder is small. It grinds enough
chocolate for about 120 bars, which takes three days of continuous running.

As she took us through the various stages of the operation I asked how on earth
she came to be doing this. “I was the pastry chef at Jade Mountain for many years,”
she said. (Jade Mountain, part of Anse Chastanet resort in Soufriere, is the most
upmarket restaurant in St. Lucia, though you might not realize it looking at the
exterior, which is a little reminiscent of a multistory car park). “We used to produce
a little chocolate at Jade just for the guests, and that is where I learnt.”

Maria produces a few different flavors of chocolate bars, using 60-, 65- and
70-percent cocoa. As the bars have a fairly high percentage of cocoa, she does not
have to take some cocoa and press out the cocoa butter (fat) to add in again to the
mix to enrich the flavor; this saves one big bit of equipment. However, she likes the
idea of a cocoa-butter press, because it would be fun to experiment with white
chocolate. Her plain 70-percent chocolate has a very fine flavor, sharp and clean, to
my taste, very similar to that produced by Grenada Chocolate Company. (This is
high praise.) She does a 60-percent bar with added nibs, another with local cashews,
and — to me, the best of all — a 65-percent bar with added local spice, which has
a wonderful flavor.

Cacao Sainte Lucie organic chocolate is currently available in just a few outlets in
St. Lucia. The closest is Zaka Art Café in Soufriere. This is a wonderful place to visit
anyway, a jumble of colorful art and characters, and they produce their own coffee,
which is some of the best I have tasted. If you are in Rodney Bay, try the Hallmark
shop in the mall. If you want to buy in quantity, give Maria a call at (758) 459-4401.
She hopes by next season to have a roadside attraction near her workshop at
Canaries, showing how her chocolate is produced and offering it for sale.
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The best anchorages are only in
Street’s Caribbean Cruising Guides

Other guides are best for shore-side
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nouan & Martinique. These are not cov-
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them the best in the eastern Caribbean
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When cruising the Caribbean be sure
to have Street’s guides on board as
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® Tidal information
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Street’s pilotage information is time-
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CUCKOO FOR COCOA
We Discovered Some of the
World's Best Chocolate —
Right Here in the Caribbean!

by Bill and JoAnne Harris

JoAnne and Bill love cruising and love chocolate,
and this led to some delicious discoveries

When you think of chocolate, it conjures up all kinds of thoughts: fun holidays,
decadent recipes, indulgence and sharing.

We have been cruising the Caribbean for several years, and recently met a wonder-
ful Swiss-German family aboard their 56-foot Lagoon catamaran. The couple is sail-
ing aboard with their two daughters, aged three and five years old. We had a great
time visiting with their family and sharing sailing stories. While we were getting a
tour of the bridge of their boat by the husband, the five-year-old came running up
to JoAnne to ask if she had any children. She spontaneously said that Bill was her
child. (JoAnne does not have any children.) The adorable little girl looked at JoAnne
with her big blue eyes and said, “Okay, I'll be right back!” A few minutes later she
reappeared with a big chocolate bunny. She explained that she had received this in
her basket from the Easter Bunny. She said to JoAnne, “This chocolate bunny is for
your son, Bill!”

That little story is just another reason we love chocolate.

Virgins to Cacao

The first time we ever saw and tried a cacao pod was just shy of six years ago on
a hike in bedazzling Dominica with our local friend, Martin Carriere of Providence
water taxi. He was armed with his machete and was collecting fruits along the way
for us to try — mangos, different kinds of citrus, coconuts, starfruits, ice cream fruit,
and yes, the coveted cacao.

The cacao pods look odd, since they protrude directly from the tree trunk. It
requires a machete to cut the tough stem and remove them from the tree. Martin cut
the pod width-wise with his machete and instructed us to scoop out some of the
white pulp-coated beans with our fingers and pop them into our mouths. The idea
is only to consume the pulp, not to bite down on or eat the bean. To our surprise,
the pulp tasted nothing like chocolate, but had rather a citrusy flavor.

We were later invited to have a delicious dinner with Martin and his family at
their home. His lovely wife, Flo, made the most amazing “cocoa tea”, a Caribbean
staple beverage. That was the first time we had ever had it and it was excellent!
Served hot or cold, it is an amazing blend of cocoa, spices such as cinnamon and
bay leaf, and milk.

Grenada Chocolate Company

At one of our favorite Eastern Caribbean islands, Grenada, we discovered the
Grenada Chocolate Company (www.grenadachocolate.com), located on the Belmont
Estate. Its award-winning organic chocolate is recognized around the globe as some
of the finest quality in the world. Most cacao grown in the Caribbean used to be
shipped to overseas chocolate producers. The Grenada Chocolate Company’s found-
er, Mott Green, had a vision to make chocolate right here in the Caribbean. After
refurbishing some antiquated equipment, he built his own chocolate-making
machinery and took it one step further to make it all run on solar power. Mott passed
away in 2013 after being electrocuted while repairing some of the machinery.
However, his great legacy lives on and his outstanding company continues to hold
its own in the global chocolate market.

You can also visit Dougaldston Estate on Grenada and see how cacao beans, along
with various locally grown spices, are processed.

Grenada now has a fun Chocolate Museum on Young Street in St. George’s, too.

Mark your calendars if you are going to be in Grenada at the end of April next year
to attend the Annual Grenada Chocolate Festival.

Rabot Estate Chocolate Hotel, St. Lucia

While we were anchored aboard our cruising trimaran, Ultra, at the Pitons in St.
Lucia, we visited the Rabot Estate Hotel Chocolat (www.hotelchocolat.com). You can
indulge yourself in “everything chocolate” at the hotel, spa, restaurant and bar. This
place is every chocolate lovers dream!

According to the Rabot Estate website, Hotel Chocolat Chief Executive, Angus
Thirlwell, was inspired by a book found and given to him by chance, a 1920 copy of
Cocoa & Chocolate, Their History from Plantation to Consumer. He says, “I was just
setting off on a trip to see my father, who lives in the West Indies, so slipped the book
into my baggage. As a chocolate-obsessed person, I couldn’t put it down once I'd
started it. What I hadn’t realized, and what I learned from the book, was how com-
mon it was for chocolatiers to make their own chocolate from the bean back in the
1920s and what an important cocoa-growing region the West Indies used to be... I
thought — why don’t we grow our own cocoa...?”

Green Acres Chocolate Farm, Panama

After spending several years cruising the Eastern Caribbean, we sailed Ultra
onward to the Western Caribbean. In Panama, we took a tour of Green Acres
Chocolate Farm (www.greenacreschocolatefarm.com) on the shore of Dolphin Bay
near Bocas Del Toro. The 30-acre farm is accessible by boat.

There we learned that out of 1,000 cacao flowers only three are pollinated and
actually produce fruit, and that furthermore it takes ten cacao pods to make one
pound of chocolate. Tree fungus, animals eating the fruit, and the wrong amount of
rainfall can contribute to poor crops. It is amazing that there is any chocolate at all
with those odds.

Growing cacao is very challenging, with so many issues that happen beyond the
farmers’ control. We hope all of you chocoholics will now be singing “R-E-S-P-E-C-T"
for all of those hardworking cacao farmers and chocolate makers in the Caribbean
who make it possible for us to enjoy this delicious treat!

JoAnne and Bill Harris are from Clear Lake, Texas and both hold 100-ton USCG
Master Licenses. They enjoy writing cruising articles and sharing their experiences.
Visit www.jandbyachtultraadventure.blogspot.com to follow their sailing adventures.

FROM BEANS TO BARS

A New World Native

Cacao trees are native to Central and South America and flourish in the shady
rainforest. The ancient Aztecs made a beverage called xocoatl by crushing cocoa
beans and then adding boiled water and seasoning the mixture with pepper and
other spices — a forerunner of today’s Caribbean “cocoa tea”.

The cocoa bean was introduced to Spain in the 16th century. The first chocolate
bar was made in Switzerland in 1819, and Switzerland remains the largest con-
sumer per capita of chocolate in the world — the second is Ireland.

Today, over 50 percent of the world’s commercial supply of cacao comes from two
African countries, Cote d'Ivoire and Ghana. Indonesia comes in third. It is also cul-
tivated in many other tropical parts of the world, including Caribbean countries such
as Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, the Dominican Republic, Haiti, Grenada, Jamaica,
Mexico, Panama, St. Lucia, St. Vincent and Trinidad. Island-grown organic chocolate
is becoming a sought-after gourmet item.

How Does Cacao Grow?

Cacao trees can live up to 100 years old and grow to around 40 feet. However,
farmers prune them to ten to 15 feet for easier harvesting. They require 60 to 100
inches of rainfall per year with a steady four inches per month, and a temperature
of around 70 to 90 degrees Fahrenheit.

Year round, the trees produce beautiful flowers resembling orchid blossoms. The
flowers are pollinated by both bats and gnats, but if the flowers are not pollinated
within 24 hours, they will die. A tree can
simultaneously flower and be loaded with
pods. It takes about five to eight months
from flower to fruit.

Cacao pods start out green then turn to
mostly yellow with a blend of brownish,
purplish, orangish or reddish hues mixed
in. They vary in shape and texture, with
sizes ranging from four to 16 inches in
length. They are shaped roughly like
American footballs and have long, pro-
nounced grooves running down their sides.

After the pods grow to full size, it takes
an additional month for them to ripen. A
ripe pod can be left on the tree for two to
three weeks without spoiling. It is important for the flavor that the pod be harvested
only when it is ripe. The aroma of the beans depends on several components: soil,
temperature, sun and rainfall. Each pod contains around 20 to 40 seeds.

Cacao or Cocoa?

Cacao is still in the raw state. Cacao “nibs” (crushed dried cacao beans) have not
been roasted and are full of antioxidants and minerals. When a dark chocolate label
reads 70 percent cacao, this means that 70 percent of the bar is cacao and the other
30 percent is sugar. The higher the cacao content, the richer the chocolate taste.
Therefore, chocolate with less cacao will be sweeter, but not as dark and intensely
chocolate-flavored.

Cacao has a higher antioxidant content than cocoa, and studies have shown some
health benefits including reduced insulin resistance and lowered blood pressure.
Plus, it boosts your mood!

Cocoa powder is made by the cacao beans being extracted, roasted and processed.
This processing lowers the nutritional value. Cocoa powder can be used to make hot
chocolate, and to flavor cakes, puddings and other chocolate delights: this is what is
normally found in the kitchen cupboard.

Chocolate-Making Steps

FERMENTING AND DRYING: To enhance the chocolate flavor, the beans are
removed from the pods, still coated in the white pulp, and placed onto large screens,
where they are fermented for approximately a week, and then dried in the sun.

ROASTING: The beans are then roasted, to loosen their husks. The inner part of
the seed is revealed, and broken into bits called “nibs”.

GRINDING: The nibs succumb to an intense grinding that converts them to a
paste. Then heat is applied to convert the paste to a thick liquid. The resulting cocoa
bean liquid contains over 50 percent fat. At this stage, it is either used for pressing
cocoa butter or mixed with sugar to make chocolate.

COCOA BUTTER PRESSING: The press forces the liquid out and leaves only a rich, solid
block of cocoa butter. Cocoa butter is an essential ingredient in chocolate. It is extracted
from a portion of cocoa beans and mixed together with another portion of cocoa beans
along with sugar to make chocolate. Cocoa butter is what makes chocolate creamy.

MAKING THE CHOCOLATE BARS: The final stage of the chocolate-making process
is to shape candies or chocolate bars.

We have a great BBC documentary onboard that includes an amazing interview
with Mott Green, the founder of the spectacularly successful Grenada Chocolate
Company. In the video he demonstrates the final step that his company uses to make
their world-famous chocolate bars. A set amount of chocolate is delivered each time
to the molds to make a consistent bar size. Then the filled molds are placed on a
vibration table that shakes the chocolate for a few seconds to allow it to evenly fill
the mold cavity and release any air bubbles. Then the molds are placed on cooling
racks to solidify. After about 20 minutes the molds are turned upside down to release
the finished solid bars, which are then wrapped by hand and put away to age for
several weeks to intensify the delicious chocolate flavor.

The world’s largest chocolate maker is Mars, Inc, but we're convinced that the
best chocolate on our planet comes from the small estates and factories right here
in the Caribbean.
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MONTSERRAT, MARMO, MOVIES AND MORE
Dear Compass,

Arriving in Marigot, St. Martin, after a near-idyllic
crossing of the infamous “Oh My Godda” Passage from
Round Bay in St. John USVI, I was delighted on our
first run ashore — where Roni cleared us in effort-
lessly on a computer at the Island Water World store
— to meet an old friend who had two back copies of
Caribbean Compass. (One of the disadvantages of
being in the USVI is that distribution of hard copies of
CC has ceased there for the last couple of years.)

I enjoyed reading my old buddy John Smith’s “The
Pits to Paradise” in the December 2015 issue. I realize
that the list of best places he has visited is based on
his own perspective and priorities as he pointed out,
but John hasn’t visited Montserrat in many years. We
had the pleasure of stopping there for several days last
year for the first time since before the volcano blew.
John rated Montserrat a four [on a scale of one to ten
— one being the best].

No, Montserrat doesn’t have a haul-out facility, no
mangroves to hide in, not much boatbuilding, and has a
harbour open to the north, rockbound in parts and often
rolly. But the harbour has clear water for swimming and
offers good fishing. And, as John points out, “the people,
if there are any, are an important consideration”. For me
visiting Montserrat for the first time since 1990 (a year
after Hurricane Hugo had hammered the island and
blown Radio Antilles, “the big RA” and the best source
for marine weather in the pre-technical days, off the air
permanently), and where the few thousand remaining
people live constantly under the threat of another major
eruption, was an intensely spiritual experience as the
genuine friendliness and up-beat attitude of the people
we met taught me to how to be patient again. Standing
above Plymouth, still buried under volcanic ash (the
island’s biggest export), I remembered the pleasant days
I spent chillin’ there, talking to people on the streets,
people into art, music, dance, theatre, movies. Seeing
Plymouth as it is now made me more intensely aware of
what the people have endured — those who chose to
leave but especially those who chose to stay. The inspi-
ration I got from the people of Montserrat would defi-
nitely score better than a four on my list.

In the same December issue of Compass I appreci-
ated Donald Stollmeyer’s tribute to Don Marmo of Ned
Kelly and the account of his incredible sailing career:
a man who enjoyed it to the max and knew how to
spread his enthusiasm to others. I can still hear his
voice and see the grin-smile-laugh on his face as if he
were here now.

Also enjoyed reading Billy Bones’ (William Pringle’s)
article in the April 2016 issue, “At the Movies with
Maurice Bishop”. I arrived in Grenada at about the
same time on Pole Star and remember hanging out on
Clover with Billy and Debbie, Mousey and Baby Face.

I also always read everything by Don Street, whom I met
in the same era in Grenada, and Chris Doyle for his inci-
sive articles. Don stayed on Pole Star while his nephew
Morgan “Bo” MacDonald and I sailed Iolaire to Trinidad
and back to Grenada with supplies when the strike
against the Government shut down the island’s port and
all stores, except the rum shops, for several weeks.

What I like best about the Compass are your efforts
to bring cruisers and islanders together and help to
create mutual respect between the two communities.

Thank you guys and all your staff for a fantastic job
over the years: and it's great to be back in the land of
the Caribbean Compass!

All the best,
John Everton
S/V Gaucho

IT"S NOT ABOUT OLYMPIC GOLD
Ahoy Compass,

I'm not a regatta fan but I scan through the Regatta
News to find the bits on kids sailing. I don’t much care
who won the races, I'm looking to see what opportuni-
ties are being offered to youth in general, most of

whom are just participants who will not race to fame
and glory, to whom dinghy sailing will just be a part of
their life’s samples, which should contribute to their
knowledge, competence, and confidence.

In CC's May Regatta News I was tickled to see the
last three stories under the heading, “Youth Sailing
News”, each of which filled the bill for me.

The third item, “Youth of Mayreau Start Sailing
Program”, blew me away start to finish, from the “19
young adults” of the Full Click Family who have taken
on the project, to Nicholas Dulac (Captain Gourmet,
Union Island) who has provided the fleet, to Amani
Cupid’s statement of the scope and goals of the project.

It's not about superstars or Olympic gold. It's about
giving youth constructive things to grow on. If there are
greater things to follow, fine. But these are the basics,
where you start. And sufficient in itself if it works.

I don’t think that the Full Click Family came out of
thin air. Several years ago I met a young Mayreau man
who wanted to start a sailing club on Mayreau. He was
enthusiastic and we talked seriously but he had no
boats yet and my dinghy-sailing resources were com-
mitted to kids sailing on Carriacou. I am pleased that
the resources were finally found locally.

Big up, Mayreau.

Fair winds,
Jim Hutchinson
S/Y Ambia

MORE YOUTH SAILING SUPPORT
Dear Compass,

We'd like to thank Ellen Ebert Birrell for her continu-
ing Y2A (Youth to Adult) columns that highlight youth
sailing programs in the Caribbean. Her article in the
May publication regarding Alick and Selma Daniel and
their Bequia Traditional Sailing Academy (BTSA) is
appreciated. Please keep up the good work.

Alick and Selma are doing incredible work with the
BTSA that needs to be acknowledged. They are very giv-
ing of their time to the youth of Bequia and their efforts
should be highlighted. It needs to be noted that Alick
and Selma have not only had the youth racing in the
Bequia Easter Regatta, but they also transport the
boats and youth to the Mayreau Regatta, the Whitsuntide
Regatta on Petite Martinique, and the Carriacou Regatta,
which is no small undertaking. The experiences, friend-
ships, seamanship, and leadership that the youth are
gaining from their efforts cannot be overstated.

We try to support the BSTA as much as possible and
I would like to encourage others to do also. A donation
of EC$5 or $10 can help purchase a lunch or dinner
for the young sailors when they are away at a regatta.
Youth life jackets or other supplies are also appreci-
ated. We know a number of the BTSA youths and
watched them grow up over the last ten years. They
have all benefited greatly through Alick and Selma’s
involvement.

John and Darcy Dillon
Minnesota, USA

SAFETY PLEA FOR SWIMMERS
Dear Compass,

The third of March 2016 will stay in the memories of
many who were in Admiralty Bay, Bequia. Two cruise
ships were anchored early in the bay. From my sailing
boat anchored abeam of Princess Margaret Beach I saw
their tenders full of passengers coming to visit the
island. These people went by taxi to tour the island and
some later walked along the Belmont Walkway from the
Frangipani to the Plantation House Hotel and then over
the hill to Jack’s Bar on Princess Margaret Beach.

Several water taxis were also transporting people to
and from Princess Margaret Beach. Most of them
respected a slow speed, whether full or empty of pas-
sengers. But two or three of them were always full
speed at any time. These water taxis are also renting
moorings in the afternoon when bareboats arrive, so
the speeding boats were going from Princess Margaret
Beach to the entry of the bay, to a mooring, and then
back as fast as possible to get passengers at the beach
— a triangle course through the middle of a multitude
of anchored yachts.

One skipper will remember this day for a long time.
I was around 30 yards from his catamaran, and
watched him swimming back to his boat after check-
ing his anchor. I saw a speeding water taxi going to
Jack’s Bar jetty. It passed within half a yard of the
swimmer — without seeing him. The guy in the water
was screaming, he was so afraid.

A small Coast Guard boat had been very close to the
beach since the morning, without a reprimand for the
speeding boats.

Two hours later I saw the three passengers of the
“lucky skipper” going swimming from the catamaran
to the beach, without being protected by the skipper
with his tender. I took mine and “spotted” them until
they reached the beach, explaining it is dangerous to
swim in this “race track” of boats. On the way back to
my boat I spoke to the skipper and I said how I was
shocked by the incident two hours earlier with himself.
He gave me a stupid talk about how it is the responsi-
bility of the speeding boats to take care of the swim-
mers. He learned absolutely nothing from the experi-
ence of the morning.

—Continued on page 43
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Letter of
the Month

Dear Compass Readers,

My name is Anneleize Strauss and I am a 15-year-old girl who lives with her fam-
ily on a sailing boat. I have a story I would like to tell, but in order to do that I must
tell you a little about my life.

My parents were never sailors in their youth. My mother lived in Colorado, far from
the sea; my dad lived in South Africa and didn’t visit the sea often. When they were
older they left to see the world. They met in Sri Lanka, off the coast of India. They
bought our boat in March of 2001. I was born a month later, my brother a year and
a half later. My parents had to wait until my brother was two weeks old to receive
his passport. We set off from San Diego, where the boat was, to Mexico, and then
across the Pacific. I had my second birthday in the middle of the Pacific Ocean.

After making our way through the South Pacific islands, we stopped in Australia,
and then sailed through the Torres Straits, up to Singapore, Malaysia, and Thailand.
My grandfather, aunt and two cousins joined us for a short while in 2006. From
Thailand we sailed to Sri Lanka and explored the island where my parents, on two
separate boats, had met. We left our boat in Galle and spent a few days in the coun-
try, learning about the amazing tea plantations there. From Sri Lanka we sailed to
the Chagos, an archipelago of uninhabited islands controlled by the British. We
spent a fair amount of time there with many new cruising friends. Then we left to
Madagascar and South Africa.

In Durban, South Africa, my dad bought an Optimist sailing dinghy. This dinghy,
called Bear Necessities, was a famous racing Optimist and won multiple races. The
owners were moving to Australia and had decided to sell it. My dad purchased it, and
we loaded it on the boat and set sail. We traveled through St. Helena, Napoleon’s isle

Bear Necessities has a drawing of Winnie the Pooh on the sides
and front and a Midmar Dam sticker on the baclk.
We miss our little boat!

of exile, Ascencion, the coast of Brazil, French Guiana, Suriname, Trinidad and
Tobago, and up the chain, meeting new people and sailing in our little dinghy all
along the way. In Puerto Rico, we stopped to fix the dinghy and we had my tenth
birthday in the rainforest park, El Yunque.

In 2012 we bought property in the Azores, an archipelago of nine islands autono-
mous to Portugal. We sailed to Morocco, the Canaries and back to the Azores. Then
we sailed to mainland Portugal, Morocco and the Canaries again, the Cabo Verde
Islands, and then the crossing of 2,500 miles to St. Martin in March of 2015. We left
our boat in Grenada and traveled on land for seven months. We returned to the boat
in January of 2016, and began to sail up the island chain again.

We stopped in Martinique in February, planning to stock up on good French food.
Every morning, either my brother or I would tack Bear Necessities up the bay of Ste.
Anne and buy fresh baguettes and croissants at the bakery. After being there three
weeks there were a few windy nights in mid-March. One morning we were shaken
awake by my mom and bundled into the rubber dinghy with an engine, called
George. Our sailing dinghy, with the sail, rudder, daggerboard and two oars in it, was
gone, the line broken. We spent an hour searching the open waters and the shore-
line, drenched in cold water, the wind howling. Eventually it grew too rough and we
had to turn back. My brother and I walked the coast all that morning, searching.
Unfortunately the wind direction had been such that the stern of the boat had been
pointing towards the open ocean.

My point in this story is asking for help. If anyone sees or hears about anything
regarding an Optimist sailing dinghy called Bear Necessities please let me know at
anneleizestrauss@gmail.com. My brother and I grew up in this sailing dinghy and
learned the finer points of maneuvering in it. It would be nice to know if it has a
new home, with a loving family. Maybe some new people can grow up in it. It was
a wonderful sailing dinghy and allowed us to meet many amazing new friends.
Thank you.

Anneleize Strauss
S/Y Abracadabra

WHAT’'S ON MY MIND

BUT WHY ARE THE
SHARKS GONE?

by Chelsea Pyne

In May last year I boarded a 14-hour flight from New York’s JFK Airport to Mossel
Bay, South Africa in order to jump into a steel cage. On that glorious day, I saw nine
Great White sharks up close and knew their awesomeness was all that I've always
imagined. Call me a strange girl, but ever since my goodie bag at my neighbor’s
eighth birthday party contained a poster of a Hammerhead, I've been enthralled by
the mysterious world of the fearsome fish.

The cage-diving experience inspired more adventures to come. As of last October,
I called my parents and told them I'd joined a sailing crew in the Caribbean so that
I could get a closer look at my beloved sharks. Surely they were ecstatic that their
youngest daughter was once again leaving the country in pursuit of the man-eating
monsters. “Chelsea, you're kidding?” my poor dad asked. “Just bought my one-way
ticket for January!” It took a while to sink in. “This time I'm not going for the Whites;
I just want to photograph a few Tigers then I'll be done,” I simply and sweetly
explained. No need to worry here.

And it turns out they needn’'t worry. Starting in Saint Martin, looping around
Grenada and stopping at every island in between, not one shark has been seen.

I know that people are generally happy about shark-free waters. But this worries
me and every other environmentalist alike. I am not a marine biologist, but I under-
stand ecosystem balance, and to see not a single shark was disturbing.

I am not looking forward to the day where I turn and am face to face with a shark.
Especially if it is a Tiger, I'd like to keep a good distance. But even the slightest fin
in the distance would give me joy. “Hey, they really do exist! Caribbean sharks
aren’t mythical!”

I think of sharks sort of like the bullies of middle school. They are just misunder-
stood, unfortunate-looking animals. They don't really mean harm; they are just
protective, sensitive and easily confused.

No matter what they seem like, everyone must understand they hold a grave
importance for a number of reasons. All animals have their migratory patterns and
are more common in some areas than others, but such an absence from a lively
Caribbean Sea is unnatural. And when things become unnatural, they become
unhealthy. It is the case of the “butterfly effect” You take one thing out of an equa-
tion and this change disrupts the rest of the process. So if we take sharks out of the
ocean, which at this point is not hard to imagine, our marine ecosystem takes a hit.
Sharks are apex predators, meaning they are at the top of their food chain, and they
provide a sort of order to other marine animals. Apex predators also provide greater
biodiversity and higher densities of individuals, while areas without apex predators
experience species absences. Sharks help maintain the health of ocean ecosystems
by promoting biodiversity. They have a mutualistic relationship with coral reefs
because they eat the fish that deplete the seabed grass, yet the reefs provide a buffet
for the sharks. By preventing one species from monopolizing a limited resource,
predators increase the species diversity of the ecosystem. So having this healthy food
chain will actually promote other fish populations, keep our seagrass beds intact,
and bring the price of a nice seafood dinner down.

The environmental and economic benefits don't stop here.

Sharks are a huge attraction for tourists, and divers cite sharks as a main appeal
when choosing their travel destination. A study by the PEW Charitable Trusts in
Palau quantified the economic benefits of its shark-diving industry. The estimated
value of an individual reef shark to the tourism industry was US$179,000, annually,
or $1.9 million over its lifetime. On the other hand, a single dead reef shark would
only bring about $108, around the usual cost of a bowl of shark-fin soup. So take
away the sharks, take away an industry, take away a healthy ecosystem.

As I continue my pursuit of photographing and understanding sharks, I hope that
others also sympathize with their loss and the degradation of the marine environ-
ment in all. My travels will take me north, up to the Virgin Islands (I'm not getting
my hopes up there) and on towards the US East Coast, where I am from. I know that
my college town in Wrightsville Beach, North Carolina will provide some of the
desired marine action I've been after (search “Mary Lee,” our celebrity White shark
who likes to make appearances). Although the Caribbean’s clear blue waters and
coral heads will surely be missed, I will have to dig deeper and farther to find what
I'm after.

I ask that if one does encounter a shark, not to mistreat it, but respect it, for all
too soon many species will become sacred and endangered animals.

Footnote: I am not an expert shark tracker, and I know that I could find nurse and
reef sharks by diving deeper around the islands, especially by shipwrecks. However,
if anyone has suggestions of where to go, hot spots or breeding grounds, I'd be very
grateful for the tips. I can be contact via my travel blog: Chelsepyne.blogspot.com
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NEILPRYDE Sails
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Check out our website or contact us directly
for a competitive quote on rugged and
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harsh environment of the charter trade

and blue water cruising.

Jeff Fisher — Grenada (473) 537-6355
www.neilprydesails.com
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FEEL THE FREEDOM

With Independent Self Steering AND an Emergency Rudder

« Your best crew member -
doesn't eat, sleep, or talk back!
« Completely independent -

no lines into the cockpit!
* No problem to install off centre -
with davits, arch, dropdown!




—Continued from page 39

Myself, I forbid my passengers to swim here without a tender for protection, or swim
no more than five metres from the boat.

Here are two suggestions for everybody in the bay — to the skippers, to the swim-
mers, to the pilots of water taxis and to the Coast Guards. First, it is the responsibil-
ity of the skipper to protect his guests at all times. Second, can a “swimming only”
zone be marked off busy beaches? In years past, the most dangerous bay for swim-
ming in the Windwards was Rodney Bay, St. Lucia, owing to the heavy traffic from
jetskis, speedboats, water-skiers, etcetera. Fortunately, two years ago a line of buoys
was installed to mark off a “no motorized watercraft” area to protect the beach-goers
and swimmers.

Dom Bouquet
Mikado of Sark

Dear Dom,

Thanlk you for sharing the safety warnings. We think that marked “no motorized
craft” zones off busy beaches can be a good idea, and bravo to Rodney Bay for
malking those waters safer for swimmers. Meanwhile, we know some swimmers
who tie a small, brightly colored float on a short line to the back of their swimsuit
while in busy waters, in order to make themselves more visible to the operators of
any motorized craft.
cc

‘NO ANCHOR’ ZONE IN PRICKLY BAY?
Open Letter to the Grenada Port Authority

‘We have just returned to Prickly Bay after six years away, and anchored in position
11°59.967N, 61°45.855W, not far from where we were when we were last here.

We were disturbed to find that the Coastguard vessel came as close as 30 feet of our
stern, coming in to their pontoon at 1720 hours on April 10th, doing 30 to 40 knots.
The wash created very nearly wrecked our dinghy and outboard.

On discussing the matter with them, they told us that we were anchored in a pro-
hibited area, but there is nothing on our up-to-date charts to indicate this, and on
checking in, no information was provided on prohibited anchorage areas.

Obviously the cruising community should be aware if this is a prohibited area, and
I would therefore be grateful if you could clarify the situation.

Regards.
Bob Hazell
S/V Pipistrelle

PS The letter above was sent to you by e-mail on April 14th. Within hours we
noticed that the smaller Coastguard patrol craft were entering and leaving the Prickly
Bay base at sensible reduced speeds, but my letter has still not been replied to.
Yesterday at midday, it appears that a lunch appointment was the “emergency”, as a
coastguard vessel returning to base surged in at approximately ten to 15 knots.

It really is important that cruisers know whether there is a prohibited anchorage area.

Grenada is extremely fortunate to have an active marine trades association, which
among many other things, acts as a liaison between the boating community (visiting
and local) and the authorities. Compass asked MAYAG (the Marine and Yachting
Association of Grenada) if they could look into the concerns that Bob raised, which
they did:

Dear Compass,

There are two issues to address in Mr. Hazell's letter: coastguard vessel speeds and
anchoring restrictions.

¢ The Commander of the Coastguard has advised that on the day in question, a
complaint was received and logged. But from onboard GPS computer records, they
can see that their large vessel was travelling at 11 knots, and one of the smaller
Interceptors was logged at 9 knots. On the following day, one of their vessels was
called out on an emergency mission, and was travelling at 21 knots, but no undue
disturbance was noted and no complaints received.

* There is currently no official “no anchoring” channel for the Coastguard vessels to
use coming in and out of their base. However, Coastguard, Port Authority and other
stakeholders, including MAYAG, are working towards designating a channel, for obvi-
ous safety and operational security reasons. The aim is have this in place before the
end of this year. Chart amendments and advisory notices will follow.

Thank you for giving us (and the authorities) a chance to clarify.

Kind regards,
Robin Swaisland, President
Marine and Yachting Association of Grenada

IT TAKES ALL KINDS
Dear Compass,

Some boat owners have boats only for family recreation, others to have the big
experience of sailing around the world, others just to have a place to live and to
keep busy.

Generally, boat owners who live and sail in them are retired people, but it doesn’'t
mean that they are retired from life! They just change the way work; before they
retired, they worked for money, sometimes in companies and businesses that they
loved, and many times in jobs that they hated. So to be retired and to have the oppor-
tunity to care for their boats by themselves is a great way to be alive — now they are
still working and working hard, but now not for money but for the joy of seeing the
world and accomplishing their projects. To own a boat for many owners is to have a
daily purpose. Every day will bring a new thing to do, to repair or to maintain. To own
a boat is to keep yourself alive, strong and active.

They are many more reasons to own a boat and whatever the reason might be, it's
just another way to live a sailor’s lifestyle.

Luz Adriana ‘Nana’' Quintero
Crew from the boat Adverse Conditions

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!
Dear Compass Readers,

We want to hear from YOU!

Be sure to include your name, boat name or shoreside address, and a way we can
contact you (preferably by e-mail) if clarification is required.

We do not publish individual consumer complaints or individual regatta results com-
plaints. (Kudos are okay!) We do not publish anonymous letters; however, your name
may be withheld from print at your request. Please keep letters shorter than 600 words.
Letters may be edited for length, clarity and fair play.

Send your letters to sally@caribbeancompass.com.

THE MULTIHULL COMPANY

THE WORLD’'S LEADER IN MULTIHULL
SALES, SERVICE AND CHARTER

BROKER SPOTLIGHT

ALEXIS DE BOUCAUD CHRIS RUNDLETT

2002 CATANA 581

ST MARTIN GRENADA
+590 690 58 66 06 473-440-1668 $829,000
ALEXIS@MULTIHULLCOMPANY.COM CHRIS@MULTIHULLCOMPANY.COM ]

CARL OLIVIER
VIRGIN ISLANDS TRINIDAD & TOBAGO
268-717-4536 868-680-8909

CARL@MULTIHULLCOMPANY.COM  JARYD@MULTIHULLCOMPANY.COM

JARYD FORBES

1990 PROUT QUASAR 50
$295,000

WWW MULTIHULLCOMPANY.COM

NEED ASSISTANCE? HAVE QUESTIONS? CO

JEFF JONES
FORT LAUDERDALE, FL
954-557-4050

ANTOINE@MULTIHULLCOMPANY.COM  JEFF@MULTIHULLCOMPANY.COM

ANTOINE LELIEVRE

GUADELOUPE
+590 690 34 20 60

2013 LAGOON 52

2007 DOLPHIN 460

FEATURED BROKERAGE LISTINGS

2004 LEOPARD 47
$295,000

2003 CATANA 521

€895.000 $895,000
]

2009 CATANA 50
$879,000

2006 PRIVILEGE 745

$579,000 $2,600,000
n T

2002 GUNBOAT 62
$1,500,000

2000 CATANA 471
$495,000

2006 DOLPHIN 460
$499,000

215-508-2704

SSVAINOD Nv3IddRIVO 910 INNF

€7 39Vvd



BOAT PAINT & STUFF

Time Out Boat Yard Saint Martin
Next to the French Bridge

ANTIFOULING SPECIALIST:

PPG Amron COPPERCOAT
Permanent Antifouling
(10 years and more...)

Fiberglass + Epoxy & Polyester Resins
Epoxy primer + Polyurethane Top Coat
Phone: + (590) 690 221 676
info@boatpaintstuff.com
www.boatpaintstuff.com

2006 Island Packet 445 “Tirnanog”
Excellent condition. Life raft, bow thrusters,
stereo, VHF, 2 anchors, all Coast Guard
equipment, 12’ Caribe RIB, bimini/dodger,
autopilot, chartplotter, electric winches.
Well priced at $335,000

1987 Island Packet 38’ “Salty Shores”
Rare centerboard two owner boat. Extremely
well maintained by second owner. The cen-
terboard and all centerboard brackets and
hardware have been re-engineered. Also
added, a rudder keel strap not on early IP’s
of this year. New rudder bearings and epoxy
glassed rudder. This boat is set up perfectly

Maxwell windlass, 55 Ib bronze Barnacle
anchor, new stanchions and lifelines, new
genoa tracks, primary winches, chainplates,
standing rigging. Stalok’s Harken furling, new
S/S arch, 6 x 65 watt solar panels with
charge controller. New custom centerboard,
new Yanmar 4JhJE 54hp.

2007 Island Packet 445

Lovely vessel with excellent maintenance record, one owner, always in IYC's care.
Equipment includes: Fridgaboat Keel Cooled refrigeration, bow thrusters, Autopilot,
Raymarine wind, knot and depth meters. Boat set up for bareboat chartering so has
minimal electronics, perfect for adding the newest gear. Asking $375,000

Andrea King, Island Yachts Charters, Red Hook, St. Thomas, USVI ¢
E-mail: sailing@iyc.vi Ph: 800-524-2019 « 340-344-2143

for cruising the Caribbean. Upgrades include:

YACHT MANAGEMENT SERVICES
SKINNER'S YARD, CHAGUARAMAS, TRINIDAD, WL,

TEL: {B68) 6344663 / 634- 4568 FAX: (368) 634- 4269
Contact Frances at dynamitemarine@ gmail.com
www.yachtworld.com/dynamitebrokerage

www.dynamitemarine.com

Large selection of Yachts & Power Boats
List available emn
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“HIGH LIFE"

1886 42 Endeavour 42

JUNE

3 Public holiday in the Bahamas (Labour Day)

5 World Environment Day

13 -19 International Optimist Clinic and Regatta, St. Thomas,
St. Thomas Yacht Club (STYC), www.styc.net

16 - 18 St. Martin Billfish Tournament

17 - 19 Heineken Regatta Curacao, http://caribbean-sailing.com

17 - 19 Heineken Light Caribbean Open Laser Championship, St. Maarten.
www.laserchamps.com

19 Public holiday in Trinidad & Tobago (Labour Day)

20 FULL MOON. Summer Solstice

20 Public holiday in Trinidad & Tobago (Labour Day observed)
21 Public holiday in BVI and Anguilla (Queen’s Birthday).

21 Féte de la Musique, St. Barfs. www .stbarth-tourisme.com

21-26 Leg Two of Casa de Campo Billfish Tourney.
Dominican Republic, (305) 213-5521

23 -25 St Kitts Music Festival, www.facebook.com/stkittsmusicfestival

24 Public holiday in Venezuela (Battle of Carabobo)

25 -29 Caribbean Billfish Tourney, Marina Cap Cana, Dominican Republic,
wteventsOl@gmail.com

29 Fisherman’s Birthday; local boat racing in many communities

1 Public holiday in Suriname (Emancipation Day)

2 Public holiday in BVI (Territory Day) and Curacao (Flag Day)

4 Public holiday in CARICOM countries (CARICOM Day), Cayman Islands

(Constitution Day), and Puerto Rico and USVI (Independence Day).
St. John USVI Carnival
4-5 St. Vincent Carnival

5 Public holiday in Venezuela (Independence Day) and Suriname and
Trinidad & Tobago (Eid ul-Fitr, end of Ramadan)
10 Public holiday in the Bahamas (Independence Day)

10-18 North American Optimist Dinghy Championships, Anfigua.
www.optiworld.org

14 Public holiday in French islands (Bastille Day): yole races in Martinique,
www.yoles-rondes.net

15 - Aug 1 Tobago Heritage Festival, www.tobagoheritagefestival.com

17 Bastille Day Kingfish Tournament, St. Thomas USVI.
www.facebook.com/pages/Northside-Sportsfishing-Club

18 Public holiday in Puerto Rico (Birthday of Don Luis Munoz Rivera)

18 Aruba Hi-Winds Kitesurf event. www.hiwindsaruba.com

18 =19 St Lucia Carnival

20 FULL MOON

23 Guy Eldridge Memorial Regatta, BVI. Royal BVI Yacht Club (RBVIYC),
www.royalbviyc.org

24 Public holiday in Venezuela (Simdn Bolivar’s Birthday)

25 Public holiday in Puerto Rico (Constitution of Puerto Rico Day)

25 -27 Public holidays in Cuba (National Revolutionary Festival)

27 Pre-Regatta Cruisers’ Potluck Barbecue & Raffle, Carriacou,
www.carriacouchildrenseducationfund.org

28 Annual Carriacou Children’s Education Fund Flea Market and Auction,

www.carriacouchildrenseducationfund.org
31-Aug 7 Around Martinique Yoles Rondes Race, www.yoles-rondes.net
TBA Bonaire Jazz Festival,
http://jazzfestival2016.com/bonaire-heineken-jazz-festival
TBA Chief Minister’s Cup Infernational Youth Regatta, Tortola, BVI

All information was correct to the best of our knowledge
at the time this issue of Compass went to press — but plans change,
so please contact event organizers directly for confirmation.
If you would like a nautical or tourism event listed FREE
in our monthly calendar, please send the name and date(s)
of the event and the name and contact information
of the organizing body to sally@caribbeancompass.com

We are on-line;

www.caribbeancompass.com



BOATS FOR SALE

CLASSIFIEDS

BERTRAM 28 FLYBRIDGE 1983
2x Yanmar 2007 w/ 2000 hrs.
Very good condition, com-
plefely renovated at Ottley
Hall, ~ St.Vincent. Well
equipped w/ AP, fish finder &
large * iceboxes.  US$40,000.
For quick sale E-mail:
gardenboutique@hotmail.com
or mausmed@yahoo.it. Tel:

(784) 458-3518 or (784) 430-5021

Aalag

50’ BENETEAU OCEANIS 1994
Excellent condition, refitted
2011. Lying Bequia, St. Vincent
&theGrenadines.US$125,000.
E-mail:kenyon_charlie@
hotmail.com

GALAPAGOS 43" STEEL KETCH
Center cockpit. Recently
hauled ouf and refurbished,
ready to sail, lying Bequia,
US$39,500. Robin, E-mail:
robinfixman@gmail.com

IRWIN 52 KETCH. Master state-
room w/ shwr tub, head, 2
dbl staterooms, 2 heads, spa-
cious salon, VHF, SSB. A/P,
radar, PV solar panel, 150W
inverter Perkins, Westerbeke
genset, electric  windlass,
inflafable dinghy w/ davits.
New 5hp OB, fully equipped
gol\ey, full AC 3 systems.

eady for Caribbean offshore
charter. US$178,000. Tel: (305)
407-2385  8-4pm  E-mail:
keat7179@yahoo.com

C&C 42 Reasonable condi-
tion. Perkins 60hp. Working
we\l USS]S OOO Lying Trinidad
Tel: (868) 634-4346 E-mail:
don@powerboqfs co.tt

PROPERTY FOR SALE

MAYREAU- DENNIS’ HIDEAWAY
26,900 sq/ft residence,
guest house, pool, restau-
rant & bar. US$1.1M, sale
or lease by owner. E-mail:
www.dennis-hideaway.com

BEQUIA- MT. PLEASANT
Residential Building Lot. Lower
Mt. Pleasant road, gelmonf area.
Admiralty Bay view, walk fo res-
taurants. 10,478 sq/ft. US$185,000.
lsland Pace Real Estate.
E-mail: info@islandpace.com

CARRIACOU - HERMITAGE

Overlooking Tyrrel Bay. 2 sto-
rey house with fenced gar-
den on Y acre. Upstairs apt
has 2 bedrooms, 1 bath,
large veranda. Downstairs
apfhas 3 bedrooms, 1 bath-
room, opens onfo garden.

Available immediately
EC$800,000 Laura Tel: (473)
443-6269 or +44 208-621-
5001 E-mail: toyh@usa.net

MISC. FOR SALE

HAMILTON JET DRIVE 212 Idecl
for 20-26" boat or yacht ten-
der. Diesel or gas engines up to
350hp, 250 hrs. Make an offer.
Located Dominica. Tel: (767)
277-2571 E-mail: underwater@
champagnereef.com

2 X VOLVO PENTA DIESELS MD
2020 D20 HP 2001 w/ Saildrives.
Still running. We are going fo
replace them with 30 HP
engines. Tel: (721) 5270619, +
491723920094 E-maill: info@
tropicalbeachparadise.com

¥y

3208 CATERPILLARS 2x3208 375hp
marine engines/ZF transmissions.
Fully rebuilt, zero hrs.

Tel: (784) 528-7273 E-mail:
rodney_gooding@hotmail.com

 TE——

41’ ROGER SIMPSON Light
weight cruising catamaran.
Fast & easy to sail. One of her
sister ships "Ti Kanot' owned
by the famous Chris Doyle for
his Caribbean  Cruising
Guides. US$87,000. Marc
One Marine Supplies Ltd. Tel:
(868) 684-7720 (Luc) E-mail:

Idemontbrun@hotmail.com

BEQUIA - MT. PLEASANT

Inferesting & unusual, 3 bdms,
2 baths, pool. Tel: (784) 533-4865
www.cedarefreat.wordpresscom
www.cariobeanhouseforsaleonine.com

2X 1998 VOLVO MD2030B
Engines, 120SE sail drives,
two-blade fixed propellers,
instrument panels & wiring
looms. Engine 1 overhauled
2013, 1500 hrs. Engine 2 orig-
inal, engine hrs unknown,
gearbox sliding sleeve WI||
need replacing. US$5,

for the pair. E- moM
kevingooch@hotmail.com

1999 JEANEAU SUN ODYSSEY
37 Yanmar 27hp, good con-
dition.  US$34,000. Lying
Trinidad. Tel: (868) 634-4346
E-mail: don@powerboats.co.ft

50" LUXURY YACHT 2 x 420hp
Caterpillar 3126, low hrs.
Complete yacht profession-
ally refit 2011. Excellent con-
dition ready to go. Full a/c,
ideal for charter.

Recent survey. Reduced
price  US$150,000. E-mail:
florent.dubois@hotmail fr

RENTALS

BEQUIA - LA POMPE

Large 2 bedroom house and/
or 1 bed studio apartment.Big
verandah and patio, stunning
view, cool breeze. Internef,
cable TV. 2 weeks minimum,
excellent long-term rates.

Tel: (784) 4951177

WITHOUT
Im
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WWW.CARIBBEANCOMPASS.COM

Share Our Passion
Become a Suzuki Marine Dealer

Suzuki del Caribe is inviting interested parties for
Suzuki Marine Dealership opportunity in key Caribbean

territories:

= St. Maarten / St. Martin

= Trinidad

- Jamaica

= Others
For more information and application details, please email
info@suzukipr.com.

CLASSIFIEDS

US 50¢ PER WORD

Include name, address
and numbers in count.

Line drawings/photos
accompanying classifieds are US$10.
Pre-paid by the 10th of the month
e-mail: shellese@caribbeancompass.com

HELP TRACK HUMPBACK WHALE MIGRATION
Your contributions of tail fluke photographs of humpback whales
from the Caribbean region are critical for conservation efforts.

INTERESTED in Helping? Go to www.CARIBTAILS.org
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" | WKS LUCKY, WHEN | GOT HOOKED IT WHS THROWBACK THURSDAY-"

wwwbviyachtsalesve. 0 I O = o g " © NEED MORE LISTINGS!

www.bviyachtsales.vg

TEL: 1-284-494-3260 B.VW.1. YACHT SALES 3350LDJAN- MAY 2016!!
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54' Jeanneau 54DS 2005 eanneau 54DS 2006 53"Amel Super Maramu 1990 50' Gulfstar CSY Walkover 50'87
Heavily Equipped $295K B8 Amazing Price & Condition! $295K 88 New Engine/Gen, Many Sails $199K Huge Galley, Nice Teak Decks $79K|
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49" Hunter 2008 48" Nautitech Dufour 475 1998 51" Privilege 5152011 47' Beneteau Oceanis 47305
From Fresh Water $295K Superb Value € 220K Private, W/ Everything! $1.199 Heavily Upgraded $149K

oI =

45' Freedom 45 1992 44" Beneteau 445 1994 43'Pan Oceanic 1986
Quiality Cruiser $149K Well Maintained & Equipped $92K Itra Strong World Cruiser$89K
15 = - [

i Ty - - E el
- Lt . —— =
43" Frers Center Cockpit 43 1986 42'R&C Leopard 42 2003 42' Dufour 425 GranLarge’12 41'Lagoon 410 52 2004 40' R&C Leopard 40 2009
Beautifully Constructed $59K  [Significantly Refitted, Solid $219Kl Air, Water Maker $135KEMPrivate, Nice Upgrades $189K| Owner’s Version $299K
", ) Do g i L - —
e — |, i - i ; . iy .-
T |
-y P e a
39' Beneteau Oceanis 393 200288 38' R&C Leopard 38 1999 8" Sabre 386 2004 37'Hunter 376 1998 35" Columbia 10.7 1979 32'Beneteau First 325590
Air Conditioning. Very Clean $79KBS Owner's Veer,, Lots of Solar $129K BImmaculate Quality Cruiser $215K @8 Super Clean, Great Price $69K@ Bargain Cruiser $39.9K B8Upgraded ,Young Engine $29.95K
[ ] [ J [ ] [ ] [ ]
To see all of our listings, visit www.bviyachtsales.com

ADVERTISERS INDEX

ADVERTISER LOCATION PG# ADVERTISER LOCATION PG# ADVERTISER LOCATION PG# ADVERTISER LOCATION PG#
Art Fabrik Grenada MP  Down Island Real Estate Grenada MP  Island Yachts Charters St. Thomas 44 Slipway Restaurant Grenada MP
Barefoot Yacht Charters SVG 14 Doyle Offshore Sails Tortola 4 Johnson Hardware St. Lucia 16 St Kitts Marine Works St. Kitts 13
Bay Island Yachts Trinidad 44 Doyle's Guides USA 37  Marc One Marine Trinidad MP  St. Maarten Sails St. Maarten 11
Blue Lagoon Hotel & Marina  SVG 15 Echo Marine Trinidad 11 Marina Santa Marta Colombia 28  Sugar Reef Bequia SVG MP
Boat Paint & Stuff St. Maarten 44 Edward William Insurance ~ C/W 35  Marina Zar-Par Dominican Rep. 35  Sunbay Marina Puerto Rico 31
Bob Bitchin Book C/w MP  Electropics Trinidad MP  Mclntyre Bros Grenada 8  Suzuki Marine C/wW 45
Budget Marine St. Maarten 2 Femando's Hideaway SVG MP  Mercury Marine C/wW 47 Technick Grenada MP
BVI Yacht Sales Tortola 46  Food Fair Grenada 39  Mid Atlantic Yacht Services ~ Azores MP  Tobago Cays SVG MP
Camper & Nicholsons Grenada 9  Free Cruising Guides C/wW 36 Multihull Company C/wW 43 Turbulence Sails Grenada 29/ MP
Captain Gourmet SVG MP  Gittens Engines Trinidad MP  Neil Pryde Sails Grenada MP  Venezuelan Marine Supply ~ Venezuela MP
Caraibe Marine Martinique ~ 18/MP  Gonsalves Liquors SVG 37  Off Shore Risk Management Tortola 19 Virgin Gorda Yacht Harbour  Virgin Gorda 5
Carene Shop Martinique 24 Grenada Marine Grenada 29  Perkins Engines Tortola 7  WIND Martinique 25/ MP
Clarkes Court Grenada 17 Grenadines Sails SVG 35  Plantation House Hotel SVG 21 YSATT Trinidad MP
Clippers Ship Martinique MP  Hydrovane International Marine C/W MP  Power Boats Trinidad MP

Cruising Life SVG 36  International Inflatables St. Lucia MP  Regis Guillemot Martinique 27

Curacao Marine Curacao 13 lolaire Enterprises UK 8/37 Renaissance Marina Aruba 33

DYT Yacht Transport C/w 6 Island Dreams Grenada MP  Sea Hawk Paints C/w 12 MP = Market Place pages 41 to 42
Dominica Yacht Services Dominica MP  Island Water World Sint Maarten 48  Seajet Paints C/w 23 C/W = Caribbean-wide




Mercury Marine offers the Verado 350 in a choice of
colors. In addition to our standard Phantom Black,
you also can order the engine in either of two shades
of white - Cold Fusion or Warm Fusion - that will

complement almost any boat design or style.
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ISLAND DEALER NAME CITY TELEPHONE NUMBER
ANGUILLA MADCO St. Martin +590-590-510-540
ANTIGUA Paradise Boat Sales St. Johns +268-562-7125
BAHAMAS Lightbourne Marine Nassau +242-393-5285
BAHAMAS National Marine Limited Marsh Harbour +242-367-2326
BAHAMAS Out-Board Services Limited Freeport +242-352-9246
BAHAMAS Spanish Wells Marine & Hardware Co. Ltd. Spanish Wells +242-333-4139
BARBADOS Marine Power Solutions Inc. Barbados +246-435-8127
BELIZE Belize Diesel & Equipment Co. Belize City +501-223-5668
BELIZE Thunderbirds Marine Placencia Village +501-624-1411
BELIZE William Quan & Co. Belize City +501-2-27-2264
BERMUDA Pearman Watlington & Co Ltd. Hamilton +441-295-3232
BRITISH VIRGIN ISLANDS Marine Power Service Ltd. Tortola +284-494-2738

CAYMAN ISLANDS

Scott's Industries Ltd.

Grand Cayman

+345-949-4186

DOMINICA

Dominica Marine Center Inc.

Roseau

+767-440-BOAT(2628)

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC

Auto Marina S.A.

Santo Domingo

+809-565-6576

FRENCH GUIANA Sovale s.a.s. Cayenne Cedex +594-594-359-777
FRENCH WEST INDIES MADCO St. Martin +590-590-510-540
FRENCH WEST INDIES Maximarine SAS Martinique +596-696-454-502
FRENCH WEST INDIES S.AD Guadeloupe +590-590-269-797
GRENADA Anro Agencies Ltd. St. George's +473-444-2220
GUYANA W & H Rambaran Marine Georgetown +592-226-4523
HAITI Matelec S.A. Port-au-Prince +509-2813-0829
JAMAICA Jamaica Offshore and Marine Supplies Limited Kingston 5 +876-383-4809
NETHERLANDS ANTILLES Boat and Fishing Paradise Aruba +297-588-1316

NETHERLANDS ANTILLES

Caribbean Nautical Sales and Service Distribution

Curacao & Bonaire

+599-9-563-7478

PANAMA Chikos Internacional +507-2-25-6331
PANAMA Acqua Marine S.A. +507-262-4824
PUERTO RICO Powerboat Marine LLC Toa Baja +787-510-2550
PUERTO RICO Vita's Marine Center Aguadilla +787-691-0669
SAINT KITTS AND NEVIS Dominica Marine Center Inc. Roseau +767-440-BOAT(2628)
SAIT LUCIA A1 Island Marine Supplies Inc. Castries +758-452-9404
SAINT MARTIN MADCO St. Martin +590-590-510-540
SAINT VINCENT AND THE GRENADINES A1 Island Marine Supplies Inc. Castries +758-452-9404
SAINT VINCENT AND THE GRENADINES  Dominica Marine Center Inc. Roseau +767-440-BOAT(2628)
ST. BARTS MADCO St. Martin +590-590-510-540
SURINAME Tomahawk Outdoor Sports Paramaribo +597-422-682

TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO

Corsa Marine

San Fernando

+868-657-4723

TURK AND CAICOS ISLANDS

Sherlock Walkin & Sons

Providenciales

+649-9-46-4411

VENEZUELA A&F Marine Center Maracaibo +261-752-9511
VENEZUELA Corporacion Alba Valencia +241-842-1644
VENEZUELA Engine Service Marine Caracas +212-267-9398
VENEZUELA Protienda C.A. Barcelona +281-286-5843
U.S.VIRGIN ISLANDS St. Croix Marine Corporation St. Croix +340-773-0289
U.S.VIRGIN ISLANDS Ruans Marine Service St. Thomas +340-775-6595
U.S.VIRGIN ISLANDS Ruans Marine Service St. Thomas +340-775-6595

©Mercury Marine 2016



WHAT’S ON

= SALE
“' IN STORE?

BAYSTAR/SEASTAR CYLINDERS AND HELMS

Seastar Outboard Hydraulic Steering offers many models of steering cylinders and
helms to suit most applications. Kits include helm, cylinder and bleeder kit and hoses.

Helms Pumps from $587.00 Cylinders from $425.00

ACR GLOBALFIX V4
406MHZ EPIRBS

Loaded with high-efficiency electronics

for performance you can count on,
including an internal 66 channel GPS

for faster acquisition from a cold start.

A protective keypad cover helps prevent "-'.-I,._.-.
false activation, and the all-new, user-replace- Ll ALL EPIFAN ES PAINTS,
able battery pack has a 10-year replacement Iy~ VARNISHERS AND PRIMERS

interval - reducing the overall ownership cost . . . . .
and making replacement a breeze. | FP_!F L Since 1902, Epifanes has been setting the highest standards of paint
b m ! quality in beauty, preservation and performance, developing and

Manual Release $582.75 200/ z mangfa:tur:ngkthe fl;nest .rfnalrmedcoa:;ngs possmllle_ No ot:er flndlsh is
. rreatll - =l required to look as beautiful, and perform as well, in such an adverse
Hydrostatic Release $728.95 (1] 2| Bl oo

OFF

Topside paints from $37.50 for 750ml
’ffszffff Varnishes from $19.20

MAGMA NEWPORT I
INFRARED STAINLESS STEEL
GAS GRILL

ALL WAECO BUILT-IN FRIDGES ~ tmam
AND FREEZERS e

Waeco’s premium range of leisure refrigerators come in a
stainless steel effect front. The range is tested to tropical

Ultra high temp glass viewing
window. new beautiful elegant
design, no sharp edges.
Completely redesigned combustion

system, won’t blow out. New dependable conditions of up to +43°C and can hold a temperature
electronic ignition system, always lights. of -?8"0 in the freezer ct_)mparlment and +5°C to +7°C
Infrared radiant screens deliver intense even heat in the rest of the refrigerator.

for searing, reduce flare-ups, and eliminate blow outs. Priced from $792 00

Priced at $597.95

DR SAILS EMERGENCY REPAIR KITS Saus

The new all-in-one adhesives technology for sailors by sailors. A two part
epoxy-based adhesive, fast, flexible and able to cure in the most extreme
conditions. DrSails can cure when surfaces are wet, dirty or even covered
in fuel or gasoline. Make temporary sail repairs at events with epoxy that
won’t ruin your sails leaving them free to be repaired properly after the
event!

Priced from $29.50 for 10ml kit

OFF

Island
Water World

Earn Miles for discount!

Get your FREE Advantage
Card now - Valid in all é
Island Water World stores!

keeps you sailing! =
[=] o= [m] I

islandwaterworld.com ¢ Store prices good while stocks last and for the month of June only.

Published by Compass Publishing Limited, Anguilla, British West Indies, and printed by Guardian Media Limited, Trinidad & Tobago





