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Locals make the eastward passage along Puerto Rico’s south coast and the pro-
tected side of Vieques in the evening and nighttime, taking advantage of mountain
downslope (katabatic) winds and the diurnal wind patterns affecting the prevailing
trades. Local knowledge also provided us an insight on ways to utilize the winds,

tides and currents to travel against the trades towards the Virgin Islands.

On traveling west to east, SSCA Station Host Janso Lassus and Chris
Parker of the Marine Weather Center both mentioned diurnal winds and
staying close to the southern coastline because of currents, gaining the
benefit of the mountain winds at night. By close, they mean very close, just
outside shoal and reef areas, in safe depths.

To sail west to east back to the US Virgin Islands, we followed the local
guidance and waypoints, staying just outside the reefs in over 20 feet of
water. This kept us away from the local fishery pots, and out of the west-
setting currents found off the southern coast of Puerto Rico. Some cur-
rents run as high as 1.5 knots. (There is a small circular current area to
the south and west end of Puerto Rico; be aware if you get counter-
current as you navigate that area.) Once to the tip of southern Vieques,
it’s easy to head north to Cubebra, or south.

Locals know to depart from Salinas via the Boca del Inferno/Bahia de
Jobos area in later afternoon, if necessary for tides and winds; cruisers can
anchor just to the north and west of the cut in good holding near the north-
ern shore line. Leaving Salinas at 3:00rM, we took the Boca del Inferno cut,
and then sailed close in along the southern coast to the eastern tip of
Vieques and onward to St. Croix, arriving at dawn in Christiansted harbor.

Cruising the southern coastline, long-time cruisers of more than 20 years’
experience, the Klumbs on their Morgan Out Island, S/V Orion, sail day
hops from Culebra to Punta Arenas (a.k.a. Green Beach) on Vieques to
Puerto Patillas on the southern coast mainland (be careful: this is a compli-
cated anchorage with reefs, and having local knowledge is a good idea), to
Salinas, onward to Coffin Island and Ponce, and then back. Sue Klumb says,
“Punta Arenas, located on the west coast of Vieques, is an excellent stopover
when sailing from Puerto Rico to Culebra or the USVI. Punta Arenas is a
peaceful anchorage with good holding in sand for a short stop.”

Bahia de Boquerdén

On the southwest tip of Puerto Rico, Boquerén is a large harbor with a
fishing heritage. This is the most popular western port for vessels heading
north or south from Puerto Rico on the east side of the Mona Passage. It's
well traveled, with lots of cruisers anchoring here, and well described in
Frank Virgintino’s Puerto Rico cruising guide (see footnote).

This is not a port of entry; crew will have to travel to Mayaguez to check
in. The holding is okay: note that this is an old harbor which has old fish

traps and more on the seafloor. A marina, Club Nautico de Boquerdn, has fuel and
water but very shallow depths. Contact the marina before attempting entry. On any
entry to the harbor or exit, carefully follow charts and guides: reefs and rocks make

difficult passages on the western side of Puerto Rico.
Boqueron has loud music and an active nightlife!

Just to the north of Boquerdn, find a second harbor, with a midsized marina,
Marina Pescaderia. SSCA Cruising Station Host José Mendez, says, “Draft is no

problem at all. The bay has anywhere from 12 to 18 feet on the entrance channel
and the marina has at least nine feet on all three docks at the end.” Vessels of up to
eight foot draft are seen in this harbor, just to the north of Boquerén. They offer full
services, with fuel and water.

Bahia de Ponce

Ponce, the second largest city in Puerto Rico and the key city on the southern
coast, is an excellent stop for cruisers. It offers boat services, provisioning, inexpen-
sive slips in the Ponce marina, an easy-in-and-out fuel dock with a T-head tie-up,
an anchorage (rolly at times), plus nearby Isla Caja de Muertos (Coffin Island) for

alternative anchoring in settled weather.

—Continued on next page

Crossing the channels between Caribbean islands with a favorable tide will
make your passage faster and more comfortable. The table below, courtesy Don
Street, author of Street’s Guides and compiler of Imray-Iolaire charts, which
shows the time of the meridian passage (or zenith) of the moon for this AND next
month, will help you calculate the tides.

Water, Don explains, generally tries to run toward the moon. The tide starts
running to the east soon after moonrise, continues to run east until about an
hour after the moon reaches its zenith (see TIME below) and then runs westward.
From just after the moon’s setting to just after its nadir, the tide runs eastward;
and from just after its nadir to soon after its rising, the tide runs westward; i.e.
the tide floods from west to east. Times given are local.

Note: the maximum tide is 3 or 4 days after the new and full moons.

For more information, see “Tides and Currents” on the back of all Imray Iolaire
charts. Fair tides!

July 2016 21 0058 10 1750
DATE TIME 22 0150 11 1836
1 0910 23 0242 12 1923
1009 24 0333 13 2012
3 1107 25 0424 14 2103
4 1205 26 0516 15 2155
5 1302 27 0609 16 2248
6 1355 28 0703 17 2341
7 1446 29 0759 18
8 1533 30 0856 19 0000 (full moon)
9 1619 31 0953 20
10 1702 21 0219
11 1745 August 2016 22 0312
12 1828 1050 23 0405
13 1911 2 1144 24 0500
14 1956 3 1236 25 0555
15 2043 4 1325 26 0651
16 2113 5 1411 27 0707
17 2222 6 1456 28 0853
18 2313 7 1540 29 0937
19 0006 8 1623 30 1028
20 0000 (full moon) 9 1706 31 1131

Now avallable as an ;QOK at Amaioﬁ com -
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Sue Klumb says, “Anchorage is not very good in the harbor, but can be done. Better
to get a dock at the Ponce Yacht and Fishing Club (PYFC) if possible. PYFC is a private
club, but they will accommodate transients and offer a special weekly rate, which
allows partial use of the facilities including showers, laundry, and dinghy dock.
Arrangements for hauling out and having work done at PYFC need to be coordinated
with the club’s management beforehand. Friendly warning: It is loud in Ponce anchor-
age and PYFC, because the boardwalk, La Guancha, is right next to it and music at
full power and dancing is enjoyed by all who go there, especially on the weekends.”

Ponce has the Old World flavor of Spanish colonial Puerto Rico as well as cultural
events and good shopping areas. Sue adds, “Ponce has an old inner city, a spec-
tacular Museum of Art, a huge indoor mall with upscale department stores including
Macy’s, and numerous fine dining restaurants as well as casual ones. There are two
Super Walmarts, a Sam’s Club, Pueblo Supermarket, Marshall’s, TJMax, Burlington
— you name it! In other words, good shopping and eating!”

Salinas, Bahia de Jobos

Midway along the coastline, in the Bahia de Jobos area, Salinas offers very
protected natural anchorage. It is known as a hurricane hole, and nearby man-
grove swamps are opened for public access for boats to go into and tie up to
the mangroves.

In the entry channel we found ten to 11 feet of water. Entering the harbor for his
first time, Hank Schmidt of Offshore Passage Opportunities had no issues with his
Swan, which draws eight feet, and tied up stern to at the Salinas Marina. We found
11 to 12 feet of water at the Marina de Salinas docks.

With vessels coming in for a day or so of rest and provisioning, then heading out
on their next leg of the passage, the harbor is a changing boatscape of transients
mixed with longtime liveaboards. Boats are anchored or on private moorings in the
harbor. In the harbor, as all along the southern coast, night-time winds die to zero
around 6:00pM, building again after 8:30aM, so make sure you take those winds into
consideration if choosing a spot to anchor. The fuel dock is not easy to access;
sailboat cruisers should expect to jerry-jug diesel fuel unless they have good
bowthrusters, a short turn radius for right angles, and the ability to back out
through several angles.

Marina de Salinas offers a monthly package to allow cruisers access to their
facilities, laundry, swimming pool, WiFi and more. Anchoring is, of course, free!

Cruisers are very welcome in Salinas; visitors find a family friendly community that
seems like a piece of Spain tucked into a corner of Puerto Rico. Most everyone is bi-
lingual, but the favorite is definitely Spanish! The nights in Salinas are filled with
Latin music sounds, but not usually noisy.

All over the area are excellent small family-run restaurants and tapas bars. On
Sundays, Mexican Train dominoes are played almost everywhere. Cruisers are wel-
come to join in, and many expats will offer advice on playing techniques. They are
serious about their dominoes and their beers!

There is barbecue on Friday nights at the Marina snack bar. The El Dorado
Restaurant is next door to the marina, for a more formal dining experience.
Walking towards the beach to the west you can find a lovely little bakery with
“Cuban” sandwiches for snacks. Just look for an open sign and walk in, no
reservations required.

A casual cruisers’ bar, Sal Pa Dentro, operated by SSCA Cruising Hosts Janso
(Gene) Lassus, Anna and little Yorkie Diego, is just outside the marina gates. Sal Pa

Dentro is on the water (tame tarpons beg for snacks), has a dinghy dock, and is
designed with the boating community in mind: “sin zapatos, sin camisa, sin prob-
lema.” The restaurant was rebuilt following a 2015 fire and Janso has been collecting
boat burgees again, as the old facility was covered floor to ceiling with boat flags. The
restaurant offers the most amazing homemade finger foods! Live music is provided
on holidays, or “just because”. The colorful local ferry stops by at the Sal Pa Dentro
dock on its way around the Bahia de Jobos mangrove area as well as on its way to
the oceanside bar beloved by locals.

‘Sailors welcome!” SSCA station hosts Janso and Anna with Offshore Passage
Opportunities’ burgees

Hank Schmitt adds, “Salinas is centrally located to rent a car and tour the island. The
crew of Avocation visited the Camay Caves, the waterfalls in the rainforests, the food
kiosks in Loquillo and the Bacardi Rum Factory. We look forward to visiting again.”

Next month: Vieques and Culebra.

For the best current guide to sailing Puerto Rico, including chart information, way-
points and location-specific details, go to Frank Virgintino’s wwuw.freecruisingguides.
com and download the Puerto Rico guide (2015). He utilizes the advice of many local
experts, such as Tom Cordero, for an excellent publication. There are so many aspects
of the western Puerto Rico coastline, it would require an entire article; the same for the
eastern coast with its many marinas and quality sailing areas near Fajardo. Virgintino's
guide goes into great detail about both east and west sides of the island. — JC

Joan Conover is the Cruising Station Coordinator of the Seven Seas Cruising
Association (SSCA).
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Panama: It Adds Up To a Lot More Than the Canal!

Part One:

SAN BLAS TO SHELTER BAY

by Priscilla Paclker

In our original plans and imaginations, the name “Panama” conjured up little more
than a narrow isthmus between the Americas, where we would find the canal that
would open the door to the Pacific for my husband, Hugh, and me aboard our 43-foot
aluminium sloop, Anemos.

However, after spending two months here, we have come to realize how much more
this small country has to offer, both to cruisers like ourselves and to visitors that
come to explore its many national parks and protected forests.

Here you will experience surprising contrasts, as when going from a lush rainforest
environment full of an incredible variety of birds and wildlife, to the tall and glittering
jungle of high rise towers in Panama City, a huge commercial center for Central and
Latin America.

As we are on a yacht, naturally what we have appreciated the most are the many
beautiful coastal archipelagos both on the Caribbean and the Pacific side.

The San Blas Islands

We spent the month of November in the San Blas, or the Comarca de Kuna Yala
as its inhabitants prefer to call it. This is a hundred-mile long archipelago, stretched
along the Caribbean coast of Panama, between Obaldia, on the Colombian border at
the eastern end, and Punta San Blas at the western end. It comprises some 340
islands, many uninhabited, plus an awful lot of reefs.

The islands are home to the Kuna (or Guna) Indians, who have fought to preserve their
traditional lifestyle. After the Republic of Panama was established in 1903 (before that,
all this area was part of Colombia), the Kuna territory was ruled by the new Panamanian
government. The Kunas, normally a very peaceful people, had retained a loyalty to
Colombia, and they eventually organized a bloody rebellion. It was only through the
intervention of the United States that the central government did not retaliate militarily.
Instead, the Kuna were granted a form of autonomous government that allowed them to
continue in their ways, with an economy based on producing and selling coconuts and
a social structure of small village communities headed by a cacique.

Our first landing was near a place called Snug Harbour, and we were immediately
enchanted by our surroundings: everywhere we looked were small, low-lying islands,
covered in palm trees and/or mangrove. Most have white sandy beaches but are
resting on coral shelves, and all around you can see waves breaking on the reefs that
protect this inner sea from the swell usually coming from the east. It felt like our
dreams of the Pacific before the Pacific!

Some of the islands, such as Aridup, behind which we had anchored, are not
inhabited, but are cultivated as a coconut grove. The ones where there are settle-
ments look from a distance like rafts on which all the houses are huddling together,
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with their big shaggy palm roofs that reach almost down
to the ground. You think of floating villages, or villages
built on stilts as you might see in Southeast Asia.

Ours was the only sailing yacht around, but there were
plenty of dugout canoes (cayucos in Spanish or ulus in
the Kuna language), mostly propelled by paddle power or
gently wafting under small homemade sails, around the
bay. They make no noise and you are sometimes sur-
prised to hear a friendly “Hola!” next to the boat. The
Kunas are invariably polite and soft spoken and, though
they obviously want to sell their fish, or lobster, or banan-
as, or molas, they are not pushy about it.

—Continued on next page

‘We were immediately enchanted by our surroundings.” For many cruisers,
the first taste of Panama is a tiny, uninhabited isle in Kuna Yala

Perkins M135 Marine Engine

Perkins M225Ti Marine Engine

The Perkins M135 and M225Ti are the last new non-electronic
6 cylinder marine engines available on the market.
The engines are now discontinued but we have a stock of the last of them.
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info@partsandpower.com
+1 284 494 2830
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Molas are beautiful rectangular pieces of textile craft, made by the Kuna women using
several layers of multicolored cloth sewn together in a kind of inverted appliqué technique.
They are really attractive and I especially liked the more traditional, abstract and geo-
metrical designs that use no more than three complementary colors. These colorful rect-
angles are often made in symmetrical pairs as they form the front and back of the tradi-
tional blouses worn by Kuna women. A really good mola can sell for US$40 to 80 depend-
ing on its size and quality, and with the expansion of the tourist trade, this has made the
women major earners in their communities, already fairly matriarchal in structure.

From Snug Harbour we went west, stopping in Isla Tigre, a delightful and peaceful
village where we met lots of shy women and children, all keen on showing us their
work. The houses there are lined up along a long stretch of concrete that goes from
one end of the small island to the other: the old American-built landing strip, dating
back to WWIL. You find a lot of these all over the San Blas, with a couple still opera-
tional like the airfield in El Porvenir.

‘We then continued to visit several wonderful cays, notably the Coco Banderas and the
Holandes Cays, which offered a particularly beautiful and well-protected anchorage.

All the while we were in these islands, we had plenty of fresh water and food: fresh
water was supplied by the skies, opening up regularly in deluges of rain, which
typically lasted an hour or so and filled our buckets to the brim; and fresh lobsters,
bananas and coconuts were brought to the boat by the locals in their ulus, all at very
reasonable prices. So, having done a good shop for staples before we left Colombia,
we did not set foot in a tienda for almost a month, which was great.

We did see signs that things were changing in the San Blas, for instance almost

At the head of a well-protected bay. Portobelo (‘puerto bello’
means beautiful port) offers basic provisions and more than
Jour centuries of history

everywhere portable phones and tablets can be seen, and most houses in the vil-
lages are equipped with solar panels for electricity. Unfortunately, less positive
aspects of “civilization” were in evidence, too, such as a lot of litter on most beaches
we landed on, and floating in the waters that surround the islands. We do hope that
the Kuna communities will react in time to preserve their little piece of paradise!

There are other groups of islands to be enjoyed on the Caribbean coast of Panama,
notably the Bocas del Toro group. Many sailors we met had only good things to say
about them, but we had run out of time.

[See article on Bocas del Toro on page 30.]

Panamarina

And so we headed straight for the place where we were to leave Anemos for our
holiday in Europe: Panamarina, a secluded mangrove creek equipped with mooring
buoys. It boasts a small compound offering some boat services and a nice open-air
restaurant. This is well run by a French couple, who, having built their catamaran
on the African coast some 20 years ago, sailed it across the Atlantic and eventually
ended up here, in this little enclave in the rainforest, close to Puerto Lindo.

After we returned from Europe, in February 2016, we spent a little time getting
Anemos ship-shape again, then pursued our way west towards the Canal.

Portobelo

On our way we stopped at Portobelo, a small town located a short sail away from
Panamarina. As you approach the bay of Portobelo, you round off a small island
called Drake Island: it is said that after Francis Drake died of dysentery in 1596 he
was buried in a lead coffin in this bay.

—Continued on page 27
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We anchored in a pleasant cove on the north side of the bay, just off San Fernando
fort. This cove was alive with pelicans and I spent a lot of time watching them dive-
bombing the fish all around us. In between dives, they would all cluster around an
old wreck not far from where we anchored.

Portobelo is a rather ramshackle little town situated at the head of a deep and
well-protected bay, some 20 miles from the Atlantic entrance to the Panama Canal.
It was founded at the end of the 16th century by a Spanish explorer and it quickly
became a major port for the exportation of Peruvian silver to Spain. Because of all
the Spanish treasure transiting through this port, the Spaniards built some impor-
tant fortifications, some of which can still be seen on either side of the bay.

UNESCO has put the site on their World Heritage List, but so far little has been

Shelter Bay Marina: ‘A good place to stop while organizing a passage to the Pacific’

done to make the place more attractive or preserve the fairly extensive architectural
remains. We walked around the fort and admired the arcades of what was the old
Aduana (Customs) building, but found no explanations anywhere.

Here we did learn, however, more about Admiral Vernon, whom we first “met” in
Cartagena, Colombia. In 1739, Admiral Vernon, with a small fleet of six British
ships, attacked and captured Portobelo. This victory generated an outburst of popu-
lar acclaim throughout the British Empire. More medals were struck for Vernon than
any other 18th-century British figure! This is also why there are so many places that
bear that name, such as the Portobello Road in London.

However, the Spanish quickly recovered from their initial defeat and soon took the
town back. And a little later Admiral Vernon was soundly defeated at Cartagena de
Indias, in 1741, and forced to return to London with a decimated fleet.

We did some basic provisioning at the Chinese supermarket in town and the next
day, we headed towards the Panama Canal entrance and Shelter Bay Marina.

Shelter Bay Marina

As you approach the very long breakwater that protects the Atlantic entrance to
the Canal, you weave your way among the innumerable big ships at anchor, all wait-
ing for their passage to the other side. It is quite a sight, all those tankers, car-
carriers, container ships and cargo vessels from all over the world. You begin to
understand the international economic importance of this canal.

Once inside, we turned right along the west breakwater, keeping close to the green
buoys marking the way to the marina. It is situated in a well-protected inlet and your
first impression as you come in is that it has a “military base” atmosphere — which
is quite accurate, as this used to be Fort Sherman under United States rule. There
is still a small Panamanian naval base on site.

This is a good place to stop while organizing a passage to the Pacific. As it was a
little on the expensive side for us, we tried to be as efficient as possible, contacted
our agent immediately and booked a time to haul out and repaint the hull in the
adjacent boatyard. Everything seemed to progress smoothly until we discovered an
oil leak in the windlass gearbox that needed fixing before we crossed.

‘While we waited for the necessary parts to arrive, Hugh and I had a chance to visit
the Gatun Locks. At the original locks — over a hundred years old today — you get
a really close-up view of the big ships going through, pulled by the “mules” that keep
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them centered in the lock chamber. There is very little room to spare on either side!
Which is why the government of Panama is currently building new, bigger locks that
will accommodate the super-size ships now being built. From what we could see,
these new installations are almost finished.

Thanks to a good and informative Sailors’ Net, we learned about events in the
marina and saw several good documentary films — one about the Kon-Tiki adven-
ture prepared us for the Pacific sail ahead — and attended the Pacific Puddle Jump
meet organized at the marina thanks to several sponsors. Attended by over 80 peo-
ple, it was informative and fun.

I also went for walks, as the area all around, apart from the naval compound, is
almost like a nature reserve: it is located in the San Lorenzo National Park and I have
been told there are sometimes crocodiles (or are they alligators in this part of the
world?) swimming around the boats in the marina! Even if you don’t fancy meeting
crocodiles, you can easily spot lots of different birds, and howler monkeys, too.

But I think what I will remember best about Shelter Bay are all the people I got to
meet here, every one with a different background, and an interesting story to tell.

Next month: Part Two, The Canal Transit.

When Is Graffiti More Than
Just Writing on the Wall?

by April Delahunt

Yachts crossing the Atlantic Ocean have a longstanding tradition of painting an
image of their vessel at their departure port for good luck. The tradition started in
the Azores. The full brunt of the Atlantic Ocean’s power is clearly visible here, and
captain and crew painted an image of their vessel on the walkways and seawalls
hoping for good fortune. This tradition spread to the Madeira Archipelago and final-
ly to the Canary Islands.

The tradition has now come to the Caribbean side of the Atlantic. Yachts transiting
the Panama Canal, many of which are planning a Pacific voyage, now have a chance
to leave behind a memorial and a lucky talisman. Shelter Bay Marina has converted
an old theatre building into their new Sail Loft. They have invited cruisers to paint
their boat names and images on the structure’s exterior walls.

The theatre building itself has seen a lot of history. The Marina grounds were
originally used as a US Army base. For decades young American soldiers, many of
whom were shipped out to war, were taught the art of jungle warfare here. Since the
exodus of the US from the Canal Zone, most of the structures on the site have been
taken over by the jungle, but the old theatre remains standing. With the Marina’s
efforts to fix up the structure and the cruisers’ artistic skills, the old theatre building
looks set to become a historical and nautical landmark for the Panama Canal.

All of this is just in time for the grand opening of the new bigger, wider Canal.
Progress continues, but it is nice to see traditions living on!

April Delahunt, who once memorialized
a voyage in the Azores (below),

now sees this sailors’ tradition carried
on in Panama (left)
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Above: Racing goats and their jockeys burst from the starting gate at Mt. Pleasant, Tobago on Day One
Below: Undoubtedly, the world’s finest goat racing stadium is the one at Buccoo

As fans of Trinidad, it was starting to seem odd that
we had never sailed to Tobago, the “other” part of the
island nation of Trinidad & Tobago.

Since 2014, my wife, Sabrina, and I have kept our
boat in Chaguaramas for hurricane season for two big
reasons — it’s out of the storm zone and it's one of the
best places in the Caribbean for boat projects. This
year, we left in early December to sail north, but
planned to return in late January to experience
Carnival for the first time. After a cruise through the
Grenadines, we returned to Trinidad, and once we
recovered from Carnival, we needed to plan our next
move. Tobago has been on the short list for quite a
while, so we decided this was the year.

Many other cruisers told us “it’s a hard sail, against
the wind and current”, “only Trinidadians go there on
holiday”, or “there’s not much there for cruisers”. Well,
for starters, we're used to sailing against the wind and
current, as many Caribbean cruisers will agree. Plus,
it’'s only a 40-mile trip once you leave the Boca at
Chaguaramas. Also, we like to make our own judg-
ments regarding a new destination. After seeking advice
from cruising friends in Trinidad, Tobago seemed like a
must. The plan was to motor-sail along the northern
coast of Trinidad just offshore, and then crack off
toward Tobago.

That’s just what we did and it wasn’t bad at all. We
arrived in Store Bay on March 2nd after a 13-hour
motor-sail with light winds and calm seas. We checked
in with Immigration and Customs in Scarborough

after taking a short taxi ride. We presented our clear-
ance papers endorsed by officials in Trinidad, and
were treated with every courtesy.

There were only two other cruising boats anchored in
Store Bay, but plenty of vacationers enjoying one of
the most spectacular beaches in the Caribbean. We
soon started making our way around town, which nor-
mally includes talking to locals about things we should
see and do. We quickly learned that Easter weekend
was a big holiday for Tobago, and oh, that’s when the
annual goat races are held.

Goat races, now that had our attention. We had to find
out more. We consulted with another cruising couple
who had been to Tobago the year before and discovered
their visit also included the goat races, and it was quite
the spectacle. So, with Easter weekend almost three
weeks away, we had plenty of time to explore Tobago and
meet some of the locals, most of whom take the races
very seriously. We learned that the goat race festival
began in 1925 at the recreation grounds in the small
fishing village of Buccoo, in southwestern Tobago. It has
been an annual event ever since and occurs on Easter
Tuesday. This event is so popular and important that the
village now boasts a state-of-the-art goat-racing stadium
adjacent to Buccoo Beach, constructed with government
assistance five years ago. In addition to the racing at
Buccoo, the nearby village of Mt. Pleasant also hosts an
Easter Monday Sports Meeting which features goat rac-
ing along with a parade, racing for boys and girls, a
mathematics competition, and other family events. Mt.
Pleasant has been hosting this event since 1972.

—Continued on next page
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We were starting to get the idea that Easter was a big
deal in Tobago and we needed to participate.

On Easter Monday, we flagged down a private taxi
for the 15-minute ride to Mt. Pleasant from Store Bay.
Accompanying us were our new Swedish friends whom
we had met in the anchorage at Store Bay. They had
planned to leave Tobago several weeks prior, but after
meeting us in Store Bay and learning about the goat
racing, they decided to stick around as well.

We arrived in the afternoon and purchased our tick-
ets outside the walls of the sporting grounds. The full
crowd hadn’t yet arrived, so we made our way to the
paddock to check out the goats and mingle with the
jockeys. Earlier in the week we had met a goat owner

and trainer at a beach barbecue hosted by a local tour
operator. His name was Blundie, and he had been
training a goat named Brigadier, who was set to run in
his very first race that afternoon. We learned that the
training regimen for goats and jockeys is very compre-
hensive, usually consisting of early morning runs,
swimming, and special diets. Training for most goats
and jockeys starts in October. These aren’t the goats
you see on the hillside or a vacant lot chewing away at
what’s left of the greenery. In fact, shortly after we
arrived in Tobago, we rented a car for a tour of the
island and witnessed several trainers walking goats
along the road. We both remarked that these didn’t
look like regular goats — they were tall, lean, and
appeared to be very strong willed, certainly they must
be racing goats. It turns out we were right.

In the paddock, Blundie introduced us to several
owners and jockeys and pointed out some of the more
highly ranked goats. We wished him well and hoped
his jockey and goat made a good first showing,.

The first race was announced and we made our way
to the bleachers. We saw the starting gate with ten

stalls and ten very excited goats ready to sprint down
the 100-metre track. When the gun went off, goats and
jockeys exploded down the track at a speed we couldn’t
have imagined. Think college track meet with runners
clocking in at 12 seconds or less for 100 metres: that
was how fast the goats were running. Not all jockeys
could keep up with the goats, and that is part of the
racing. Jockeys must be in top form to keep up with
the goats, which are led by a rope no more than nine
feet long. This rope must be held by the jockey at the
finish line for the time to be official. Other jockey rules
include mandatory white shorts and no shoes or
spikes. Just like in horse racing, each goat had a col-
orful name, such as Corruptor, Super Jet, Magnum,
News Flash, C Biscuit, and even Obama.

Twelve goat races were held that day, with prize
money awarded for win, place, and show. Typically,
third place was worth $1,500, second $1,800, and first
$2,200. The final race, Champion of Champions,
awarded $3,200 for first place — all in TT dollars of
course. [One TT dollar is equal to about 15 US cents.)
Our friend Blundie had his goat entered in two races
but failed to place in either one. He was hopeful for the
next day’s racing in Buccoo, where Brigadier was
entered in two more races.

The second day of racing, held in Buccoo, was just
as exciting and the new stadium was impressive. Most
of the same goats from Mt. Pleasant were there, but in
the new stadium, the level of organization was a bit
higher, which made the paddock off limits to the pub-
lic. We had wanted to get another look at the goats and
mingle with the jockeys, but no such luck.

As with the grounds at Mt. Pleasant, food and drink
vendors were in big supply so we treated ourselves to
some amazing “buss up shut” roti, one of our Trini
favorites. There were 15 goat races that day, along
with some live musical acts and other fun events such

as a beer-drinking contest and the famous crab races.
The crab races seem to get equal billing to the goat
races, so we were intrigued. It turns out a large con-
tainer full of crabs is brought out to the track, where
contestants pick a crab at random and place it on a
line. The first crab to cross another line a few feet away
is the winner. It was over in about a minute and we
couldn't see much of the action, but the crowd cer-
tainly enjoyed it. This happened about midway through
the goat racing, so it was more of an intermission than
a serious competition.

The goat racing was intense, just like the day before.
Several jockeys took a fall right out of the gate, one of
whom required assistance from the medics stationed
nearby. Our friend Blundie didn’t have any better luck

Above: On the way to the starting gate at

Mt. Pleasant. Mandatory jockey gear includes white
shorts and bare feet. Racing goats have names

like Brigadier and C Biscuit

Left: Sabrina and Tom trackside at Mt. Pleasant

with his goat, Brigadier, but as he told us before, every
goat has his first race and only gets better as time goes
by. The final race was the championship race and the
winner was a goat named Flash Light. This was one
fast goat that either won or placed in all of its previous
races. First prize was TT$10,000.

While the goat races can be a reason for a stop in
Tobago, this island gem has plenty of attractions to
keep a cruiser exploring for weeks and even months,
as we found out. Our plan was to stay for a week or
two then sail up island, but Tobago grabbed us and
offered up amazing beaches, rainforests, terrific snor-
keling and diving, but best of all, local people who are
among the most welcoming we've found in the
Caribbean. We stayed for almost two months and plan
on returning next year for another day at the races.

Since 2013, Tom and Sabrina Nichols have been
cruising the Eastern Caribbean aboard their Caliber
40, Honey Ryder. For more information about their
adventures, visit Sabrina’s blog at
www.wildcatsailorgirl.blogspot.com
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Bocas del Toro:

The Undiscovered
Caribbean

by Ray Jason

For anyone out there still seeking a great spot to hide from the hurricanes this
coming season, I've got a hot tip for you. It is the Bocas del Toro archipelago in
Panama. It consists of nine big islands and hundreds of smaller ones. They range
from heron height to Eastern Caribbean height

They are home to many wonderful wild creatures including monkeys, sloths, ant-
eaters, toucans, and parrots. And because they are below the latitude where the hur-
ricanes roam, even insurance agents like this spot. To make it even more enticing, it
is probably a fairly easy downwind sail from where you are reading this article.

Here are some of the reasons why those of us who have already found this gem
consider it The Undiscovered Caribbean:

There are dozens of splendid anchorages without a single boat in them at any given
time. Even the “crowded” anchorages rarely have more than 12. And there are no
“pay until it hurts” mooring fields.

For those who prefer marinas, there are three to choose from — Red Frog Beach
Marina, Careening Cay Marina (Marina Carenero) and Bocas Marina — with all of
the usual First World amenities. My favorite, the Bocas Marina (www.bocasmarina.
com), has floating concrete docks, sparkling clean shower rooms, reliable water and
electricity and free WiFi. But what really makes it special is the bar and restaurant
sitting out on its little peninsula. While sipping a festive rum drink, one can admire
the boats bobbing on their anchors on one side and those tugging at their dock-lines
on the other. This hangout is one of the last true “cruisers’ havens” still out there.

The main town of Bocas del Toro is so laid back that it is almost horizontal. It is a
human kaleidoscope of surfers, backpackers, sailors and adventure travelers. There
is not a single franchise outfit, and yet most of your shopping needs are readily
accommodated. Plus shore-side errands provide much more flair here. Just recently,
a friend and I were entering a market when he stopped to hand some coins to some-
one outside the door. He laughed when I remarked, “You could visit a thousand
Walmarts and never get pan-handled by a midget.” But we had just done so.

The quality and affordability of the waterfront restaurants is amazing. Unfortunately,
the Rip Tide, which was a reformed shrimp boat and a great favorite of sailors,
finally reached the point where she had more leaks than planks. Fortunately, the
magical “pizza in the jungle” restaurant is still going strong, way out in the islands.

Boat repairs are far easier now since a full-service boatyard (www.bocasyachtser-
vices.com) has opened with a 60-ton travel-lift that can accommodate vessels up to
20 feet wide. Their haulout prices are very reasonable and the labor prices of their
welders, fiberglass slingers and painters are also quite affordable. Even heavy items
such as anchors and dinghies can be brought in by ship using their Marine

Warehouse system. So while you are waiting for your AIS cappuccino machine to
arrive, you can cruise around the islas.

Because this archipelago is ringed by a protective string of islands, the cruising is
essentially done in a mellow inland sea. Big waves are waist-high and normal waves
are knee-high. Plus, the many possible destinations make it easy to avoid plowing to
weather. If the wind is blowing from Starfish Beach then you can fall off and head
for Dolphin Bay. By the way, each of these spots is named quite accurately, with the
latter boasting many newborn dolphins.

It is a surfer’s paradise here, with beautiful, almost empty beaches if one prefers
to ogle the surfers and the waves. The reefs are young and protected, and there is
an excellent National Marine Park.

But as alluring as all of these aspects of Bocas del Toro are, it is the intangibles
that have cast their spell on me. Things just constantly happen to you here that
certainly do not occur in the misnamed “real world”. Here are a few examples:

One day, when I was anchored alone in a secluded cove, a small boy rowed over to
me in his tiny cayuco. He had previously sold me coconuts that I use for what I call
Tarzan Tea (delicious coconut water). But today he had expanded his merchandise
inventory, and he attempted to sell me a live chicken. Although my Spanish is
pretty good, I had trouble verbalizing what a nuisance a chicken would be on a sail-
ing boat. So I scurried around the sidedeck pantomiming a very disgruntled chicken,
and the young boy laughed so hard that he nearly tipped his little cayuco over.

Then there was the time that a sailing buddy and I were renting bicycles from an
easy-going Jamaican who had relocated to Bocas del Toro years earlier. After we had
selected bikes and were ready to
pedal off, my friend Tor asked the
vendor if we needed to leave a
deposit. In his musical Antilles
accent he replied, “I know you
boys didn’t sail your pretty boats
all the way down here just to steal
me bicycles!”

But I am hardly the only per-
son who is drawn to the kick-
back charms of Bocas. Jimmy
Buffett has vacationed here at
least twice that I recall. And if it
is chill enough for Jimmy, it
should be good enough for just
about anybody who cherishes
time on the water and time away
from the hurricanes!

Clockwise from left: The old shrimper-turned-restaurant Rip Tide has finally
succumbed to the sleepy vibe of Bocas Town; this local boy was selling coconuts
and chickens from his canoe; a casual sidewalk nail salon
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CARIBBEAN MEMORIES

Deshaies Bay, at the northern end of
Guadeloupe, was our first and last
stop out of Antigua. Fran MacKenzie,
our chef and second in command,
usually got a well-deserved break
there. It was a sleepy fishing village
with only a few lights at night. In the
evening we would run the dinghy up
onto the sand and walk into the only

) A
.. ‘ -v l J I S I ‘ ‘ s l J D restaurant: a ramshackle tin roof on

Iﬂ. posts and table legs settled in the

sand. Madame Racin was a little tur-
\ | - ‘ " baned Creole woman who held sway
over the staff — her husband and boy.
There was no menu, just whatever
H,. was on that day, usually spicy fish,
' T
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and it was always good after a long
day of sailorizing.

By TD Matzenik —Continued on next page

Left: Designed by

L. Francis Herreshoff

and built in 1936, Ticonderoga
is a living legend — as fast

as she is beautiful

Below: Ken MacKenzie owned and
skippered ‘Big Ti’ during her glory
days in the Caribbean. In the early
1970s, he was instrumental in
organizing the races that evolved into
the Antigua Classic Yacht Regatta

my job when the S&S schooner So Fong
was laid up. So, I shouldered my sea-
bag and headed south. Classic sailing
yachts had been my passion, even

before they called them classics. It was late 1973 and there I was in Antigua, on the
quay in Nelson’s Dockyard, looking at the fanciest sailboats in the charter fleet. It
would be my third winter in the Caribbean, back in the days when 50 bucks a week
was good money for a deckhand.

Trouble was, most every classic sailing yacht arrived here fully crewed, but I
accosted a few likely lads until I got a tip. “Yeah, I think there’s a job going on
Ticonderoga, but no way would I work for that guy!” I had not met “that guy,” but I
knew his hire-and-fire reputation.

I saw him coming down the gangway, Captain Ken “Fourteen Knots” MacKenzie.
He was a tall, ruddy-faced Yankee about 12 years my senior, and he shut me up fast:
“If you want to sail in Ti, there are three ways to do it: the right way, the wrong way,
and my way. Guess which one it’s gonna be.” I guessed right, but part of doing it his
way, he told me, was to make sure the fridge was full of beer at all times, and not
bother him if I wanted to crack one.

Ken liked to brag that Big Ti could make 14 knots, and it was not just the beer
talking. Ticonderoga is a 72-foot ketch by L. Francis Herreshoff, launched in 1936.
Her clipper bow and raked masts give her tangible links to the earliest days of
American yachting. But her lines are so long and easy that she could still win major
ocean races in the 1960s.

On our first charter we cleared English Harbour leaving placid waters that gave no
hint of what was to come. We sailed out from under Shirley Heights into a brisk
tradewind with the big cresting seas of the open ocean. The uninitiated would hang on
with white knuckles for the 25-mile reach across to the French island of Guadeloupe.
Big Ti would fairly romp over the swells, tight sailcloth all-a-thrum. This is what I lived
for, and most of our cruises in the lower Caribbean were much like this.

Accommodation & Event Packages: Beachside Restaurant & Bar:
Weddings, | Faneymaon, Aneersary & Bathday P ~ Diaily breaidfast, lunch & dinner using fresh local &
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After several weeks on charter farther south, Tireturned to English Harbour with
her main engine a total write-off. It was a financial disaster for a charter yacht in
mid-season, and it looked like a month at the dock. But to my surprise MacKenzie
did not cancel any charters, and when he came on deck with a mask, fins, and a
wrench he said, “If we are going to sail, no reason to drag the propeller.”

And sail we did. With two days until our guests arrived down-island in Martinique,
we got underway and slipped out under short sail through the anchored yachts. That
season turned out to be the heaviest in my ten years in the West Indies. It rarely blew
less than 25 knots, and often well over 30 with rainsqualls.

We carried the reefed mainsail while we had daylight. Under the lee of Guadeloupe,
the reinforced tradewind drove down the ravines from storm-clouded jungle peaks.
We could see the williwaws coming down through the bending trees, but the flat
water allowed us to drive Ti for all she was worth. The lights of Basse Terre were just
coming on to port while we put the mainsail to bed. West of les Iles des Saintes, the
last of the sun set in an angry smear of yellow and grey.

Tiwas under mizzen and headsails and we were unlikely to see any traffic crossing
the channel to Dominica, but that did not make the loss of visibility any more cheery.
It was all soon blotted out in torrential rain. The old sailing instruments were long
unserviceable, but I learned to sail without them anyway. I guessed wind strength
by observing the sea state, and by how the spray stung my face. Thirty knots seemed
a suitably conservative estimate. My crewmate Cathy and I took one watch, Ken and
Fran the other, but Ken was around most of the night. Ti bucked her way across the

20-mile passage, with the wind backing and veering with each squall.

Dominica is a wild island with a history of war and conquest. The first headland is
named in French for the devil and brimstone. We swept in under the lee close by the
village of Plymouth. At the Spot Light Bar, of stewed frog fame, they would be hoping
the weather would bring in a passing yacht or two, but we were “dead-heading” all
the way to Martinique.

The wind backed and blew enough to shimmy the rigging. Was this really the
Caribbean? The heavy rain made my teeth chatter when it fell down the mountain
slopes from peaks of 3,000 feet. When the wind began to come ahead, we knew we
were close to the southern end of the island. Pointe des Fous is where the mountains
tower over the sea like the eerie ramparts of Skull Island. Apparently the French did
not care for the place too much either. Even in good weather you can expect some
powerful gusts to come licking around the near-vertical cliff faces. It was too dark to
see what was coming until the wind blustered and came ahead. Soon I was fisting
the working jib out on the end of the bowsprit.

We had not seen the end of the island, except for a weak light in the vicinity of
Soufriere, but Dominica was not done with us. The wind and rain howled around the
headland, close to gale force. Ticonderoga forged on under mizzen and a reaching
staysail, the wind backing as we came out from under the cliffs. We certainly hadn’t
missed the engine so far. I took the helm in heavy bursts of spray that carried all the
way from the weather bow to the mizzen boom.

Sometime after midnight I had taken my position at the lee side of the wheel, with
MacKenzie standing to windward. The wind was about 35 knots, boat speed maybe 10
or 11, when she shouldered into a big one. The spray shot up like geyser and seemed
to pause, and then it pelted down on us. Ken turned away as it hit like hail and hissed
into the sea. I must have voiced some complaint, because Ken leaned over to me. I
made out his dripping nose in the glow of the compass light. He put his hand up to his
hooded face to help carry his words. “Didn’t go to sea to keep your ass dry, did yeh?”

No, I did not, and I wouldn’t exchange the memory of that night in the Martinique
Channel for the prettiest day in paradise. Ti was snugged down, close reaching on
the top of the breaking seas. At times she would gather momentum beyond her
natural boat speed.

Like many clipper-lined vessels, Ti had a habit of settling by the stern when driven
hard. The Golden Eagle on her transom would get a regular dunking. “Drowning the
chicken,” Scotty the rigger called it.

A sea would gorge the deck, water spewing over the rail, and then I'd hear the free-
ing port slam shut as she rolled to leeward again. Steering in those conditions was
work. You had to pay attention, but I was slightly disappointed when the wind
backed and eased a bit. First light caught Ticonderoga running in under the lee of
the sleeping volcano at St. Pierre, Martinique. I'd been up all night. But hey, no
problem, I'll sleep when I'm dead.

For the next two weeks Ti worked in and out of every anchorage and berth under
sail without incident. Ken was a born seaman and I was fortunate to see his deft
handling of Ticonderoga without an engine. They were feats I would attempt to emu-
late in coming years, with less than spectacular results. But those adventures could
wait. In the meantime, I knew that when we got back to English Harbour and the
Admiral’s Inn, MacKenzie would swear Big Ti had touched 14 knots that night. Who
knows? Maybe she did.

Down Island in Big Ti is an excerpt from an unpublished memoir by TD Matzenil,
author of the South Seas romance Song of the Mokihana.
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Carriacou’s Mermaid Tavern:

YESTERDAY TODAY AND TOMORROW

Souls of Poets dead and gone,
What Elysium have ye known,
Happy field or mossy cavern,
Choicer than the Mermaid Tavern?

— John Keats
What became Carriacou’s Mermaid Tavern, and is now the Mermaid Hotel, had its

beginnings in 1954 when John and Mariah Scott, of a prominent merchant family
from the village of L'Esterre, built the premises on lower Main Street in Hillsborough.

A haberdashery and a bakery were housed on the bottom floor, while rooming accom-
modations occupied the upstairs. The new property was an addition to those owned
by the Scott family, including Everybody’s store, also on Main Street, Hillsborough,
and the Mariah Scott store (later Cromwell and Scott) in St. George’s, Grenada.

Sometime in the early 1960s, Jamaican-born sailing enthusiast J. Linton Rigg
became a tenant, acquired a lease, and transformed the property into a six-room
hotel to host his guests and as the staging post for the Carriacou Regatta.

Rigg, a veteran mariner, was involved in starting a sailing regatta in the Bahamas
and was well connected in the yachting world, as detailed in the book Sixty Years of
Sport, by Art Ross. Carriacou and Petite Martinique, with their strong seafaring tra-
ditions, were a new and interesting feeding ground for his enthusiasm, and soothing
relief for his “itching to do something that would popularize Carriacou for all time.”
An annual regatta was mostly his idea and Rigg helped put shape to what was
launched in 1965 as the Carriacou Regatta. In 1970 he wrote: “The Carriacou
Regatta has simply called the attention of the world to the talent which has always
existed here.”

Of course, being his home, and a significant tourism and entertainment landmark,
the Mermaid Tavern’s story is closely interwoven with that of Carriacou Regatta. It
was here that sailors of the various “navies” in attendance for the inaugural event
were hosted, and dances with live band music held. The Mermaid was the happening
thing of its day.

The name “mermaid” — which perhaps derived from the many paintings of mer-
maids done by Carriacou’s best-known artist, the late Canute Calliste; or John
Keat’s poem “Lines on the Mermaid Tavern” — was also lent to the sailing sloop he
built in partnership with a local shipwright, and Mermaid of Carriacou has since
become a part of regatta folklore.

One of the regular bands at the Mermaid was the Sun Blisters Combo, which
evolved into YTT (Yesterday Today and Tomorrow), known for their popular single,
“Cry of the Poor” [1974]. Leo Joseph played lead guitar in that band, and like most
other members, eventually migrated to Brooklyn, New York. But Joseph, a man of
the sea himself and participant in the first regatta, was connected to the Mermaid in
other ways — by family. He is the nephew of Mariah Scott.

Proprietorship of the business changed hands after Rigg retired and there were
also slight variations in the name over the years. Eventually though, the Mermaid

Tavern lost her preeminence and was largely unused.

And thus it remained until its rebirth through Leo Joseph, an entrepreneur with a
keen eye for a promising real estate investment. Of course, there are the sentimental
strings of attachment to the Mermaid Tavern, and in an interesting twist, Joseph has
served as chairman of the Cariacou Regatta committee, somewhat reminiscent of the
days when Rigg of the Mermaid was at the helm.

Last year marked the Golden Jubilee celebrations of the Carriacou Regatta
Festival. And after 50 years, the Mermaid Tavern is back and on a larger scale, now
as the completely rebuilt Mermaid Hotel and beachside Callaloo Restaurant, poised
to again be a prominent place for Carriacou Regatta.

Carriacou Regatta 2016 will take place from July 29th through August 1st.
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The sloops still sail; the Mermaid Tavern still lives. Clockwise from left:

View of Hillsborough Harbour from the Mermaid Hotel;

the once-lively Mermaid Tavern had lapsed into disuse;

the 1968 launching of Linton Rigg and Zepherine McLaren’s Mermaid of Carriacou
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THE CARIBBEAN SKY: FREE SHOW NIGHTLY!

The SKky from
Mid-July
to Mid-August

by Jim Ulik

Where's the Fireball?

Making up part of the 100 to 300 metric tons of cosmic dust entering the Earth’s
atmosphere each day is a barrage of meteors. The mid-July to mid-August period will
provide us with scattered showers from 16 different meteor showers. Shooting stars
should streak across the sky every night, but this period will provide us with seven
nights of peak activity. One of these events is called the Perseids with up to 100
meteors per hour.

Some issues back I wrote about brushing up on navigation skills and chart plotting
because of the potential threat of GPS satellites getting hacked. There is also the
possibility that the satellites may go down owing to solar flares, or software or hard-
ware failures. Recently the European Space Agency’s (ESA) Swarm Mission detected
changes in an area known as the South Atlantic Anomaly. The Earth’s magnetic field
protects us from cosmic radiation. The South Atlantic Anomaly is an area where the
Earth’s magnetic field actually directs cosmic radiation towards Earth instead of
repelling it. The Swarm satellites’ instruments showed that the weakened magnetic
field area is getting larger and declining in strength, further reducing Earth’s protec-
tion from cosmic radiation. This area is the most dangerous place on the Earth’s
sphere for satellites and spacecraft to traverse. Anything electronic traveling through
it is vulnerable to strong radiation from space, resulting in electronic malfunctions.

In addition, the Swarm satellites have determined that magnetic north is wander-
ing east, toward Asia. The speed of the magnetic north shift has increased to 40
miles or 65 kilometres per year. So pay attention to the accuracy of the annual
magnetic variation as noted in the compass rose of your chart. It is shifting at an
increasing rate.

The satellite named Swarm B will pass from south to north just over the western
horizon on the morning of July 17th.

Four navigational stars are in the well-known constellation Orion. They will begin
to show bright in the eastern sky early in the morning. Look for the constellations
Canis Major and Minor to rise in the morning as August approaches. During the
evening hours, Jupiter will be getting lower in the west along with constellations Leo
and Virgo.

Saturday, July 16th

Look low in the western sky just after sunset. See if you can pick out Mercury. The
messenger of the gods will be positioned right next to Venus in the constellation
Cancer. Turn to face east and you will find that the Moon has shifted eastward from
Saturn, away from yesterday’s conjunction.

Tuesday, July 19th

Full Moon is at 1856 hours. Rising at 1825, the Moon will be located on the oppo-
site side of the Earth from the Sun.

Thursday, July 21st

Shooting stars associated with the Alpha Cygnid meteor shower are expected to be
visible each night from July to August. The maximum rate of meteors expected to be
visible from a dark location is around five per hour.

Saturday, July 23rd

There is a conjunction between the Moon and Neptune. There will be less than one
degree separating them. Both objects are situated in Aquarius.

Tuesday, July 26th

As the Moon reaches third quarter it has moved away from Neptune and now
appears near Uranus. The conjunction will occur just after midnight July 25th.
Uranus was discovered in 1781 by William Herschel, a German-born British musi-
cian turned astronomer.

The Capricornids meteor shower will reach its maximum rate of activity. There
won't be any moonlight to hinder your ability to see shooting stars as long as you
look for them before the Moon rises just after midnight.

Friday, July 29th

In the morning sky you will see that the illuminated portion of the Moon faces
Aldebaran, the eye of Taurus and “follower” of Pleiades. As you look at Aldebaran,
ponder that the star is a planetary system. Aldebaran is 50 times the size of our Sun
with an orbiting star, Aldebaran B, and planet.

The Delta Aquarids peaks this year on the night of July 28th and morning of July
29th. Meteors will radiate from the constellation Aquarius, but can appear anywhere
in the sky. This shower could produce 20 meteors per hour. Light reflected off the
Moon will not hinder viewing shooting stars until after 0100.

Sunday, July 31st

The Piscis Australid meteor shower will reach its maximum rate of activity tonight.
Shooting stars from this shower can be seen between July 15th and August 20th.

Monday, August 1st

This is the date of the Alpha Capricornids shower to peak. What sets this shower
apart is that these meteors are very bright and slow moving. Here is a good oppor-
tunity to view some meteors with three meteor showers peaking near August 1st.

Tuesday, August 2nd

The Moon will rise at 0533 with sunrise following at 0554. The Sun will gradually
appear closer to the Moon reaching the New Moon moment at 1644. This is the best
time of the month to observe faint objects such as galaxies and star clusters because
there is no moonlight to interfere.

Thursday, August 4th

After sunset in the western sky near the horizon is Venus, positioned near the star
Regulus in Leo. Looking higher you will find a very thin sliver of a Moon positioned
right next to Mercury. Above that grouping will be the planet Jupiter. Tomorrow
evening will find the Moon appear closer to Jupiter.

Saturday, August 6th

Tonight is the peak of the Southern Iota Aquarids meteor shower. This marks

Earth’s pass through the first of two debris fields left behind from a comet. The sec-
ond peak will occur on August 25th when the Earth passes through this comet’s
second debris field.

Friday, August 12th

The Perseids meteor shower takes place between July 17th and August 24th. The
peak shower occurs from tonight into tomorrow morning. A maximum of 100 mete-
ors per hour may be seen as the Earth passes through the debris left behind by
comet Swift-Tuttle during its 133-year orbit around the Sun. The source of these
meteors will originate near the constellation Perseus in the northeastern sky around
2300 hours. These meteors are fast moving at over 135,000 mph (217,000 km/h).

The Moon has moved past Spica over the last couple days and is now grouped with
Mars, Saturn and Antares. The Moon will finally set at 0134 on August 13th. After
that time will be your best opportunity to watch the fireballs from the Perseids.

In the News

Astronomers at the European Southern Observatory’s (ESO) La Silla Observatory
have discovered three worlds with potentially habitable regions, orbiting a dwarf
star. According to the ESO, these worlds are similar in size and temperature to Earth
and Venus. The planets are considered to be the best targets found so far for the
search for life outside the Solar System. The star and planets are positioned in the
constellation of Aquarius

All times are given as Atlantic Standard Time unless otherwise noted. The times are
based on a viewing position in Grenada and may vary by only a few minutes in
different Caribbean locations.

Jim Ulik of S/V Merengue is a photographer and cruiser.

Figure 1: Swarm
satellites measure
the changes

in Earth’s
magnetic field
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Figure 2: Location of
the South Atlantic
Anomaly. Blue
designates a
wealkened

magnetic field

Figure 3: Artist’s
concept of three
planets in the
Goldilocks
(habitable) Zone
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LOOK OUT FOR...
HELICONIA —

An Eye-Catching
Native

by Lynn Kaalk

As you travel through the Caribbean, every month there’s some-
thing special to look out for.

It's rainy season in the Caribbean now, party time for the extravagantly coloured and shaped heliconia
flowers. The heliconia really needs little introduction. These showy relations to the banana plant can be
seen most everywhere around the Caribbean Basin. This spectacular flower was here when the Europeans
arrived, already decorating the landscape. There are a few varieties that are native to the Pacific, but the
majority can trace their roots here.

Heliconia caribea is the most common of the heliconias in the Caribbean. This is the one known as the
“lobster claw”. There are approximately a hundred or more known species of heliconia, with numerous
subspecies to be found. Considering their popularity as ornamental plants and cut flowers, it's no sur-
prise that gardeners have been mixing and matching to create ever more splendid types. The “False” Bird
of Paradise is also part of the heliconia family, but the real one is native to South Africa, and while dis-
tantly related to the Caribbean’s poser (like ginger and bananas), is not a close relation.

Like many tropical plants, the heliconia is a bit of a cheat in the flower department. What is typically
thought of as the flower, the large waxy “lobster claws” or the more delicate “birds”, are in fact bracts;
these are showy and attractive structures on the plant that surround the flower itself, both to protect the
delicate structure and to attract pollinators. But when the hummingbirds do get to the flower, they are
rewarded with a rich supply of nectar. In the meantime, the riot of colours that run the spectrum from
a solid, dark red to a brilliant yellow, with oranges, pinks, greens and mixes of colours thrown in for
variety, create a feast for human eyes.

Over time, heliconias have developed a relationship with their pollinators. Most times these are hum-
mingbirds, but in some parts of the world bats do the job. Some of the pollinators call the flowers home,
tucking themselves under the leaves for protection from the elements and concealment from predators.
There are some bats that will alter the banana-like leaves to suit their housing requirements.

The pollinated flowers will eventually develop bluish seeds, which birds and mammals help disperse.
While this is a method to help spread the plant, it is not the plant’s primary method of reproduction.
Heliconia spread from rhizomes, spreading their roots out and sending up new plants. Some heliconia
send the new shoots up quite close to the mother plant, while others will let the rhizome run farther
before a new plant shoots up. All of the species will let their stalk die after seed production, but there
will always be active offspring around from the same plant.

Heliconias flourish in wet, warm conditions, doing very well in rainforest areas. When walking or driv-
ing, it’s not uncommon to see them by the side of the road or in areas of second growth; if you've ventured
anywhere outside the towns of Dominica, you've probably witnessed this. The stands can become quite
dense, and finding a path cut through the stalks is a regular sight in some of the wetter areas of the
islands. While heliconias seem to prefer altitudes of less than about 450 metres (1,500 feet), the greatest
variety seems to be found in higher altitudes.

Besides being decorative, heliconias have at least one use; the Kalinago people of the Caribbean would
use the leaves as a liner in some of their baskets to help waterproof the containers. Otherwise, it would
seem that there is no food or bush-medicine use for this pleasing-looking plant.

The banana plant’s crazy cousins, heliconias aren’t shy about appearing

in their most surprising shapes and colors

and complet
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BOAT INSURANCE

Any Craft, Any Use, Any Age, Anywhere!

« Careful sailors rewarded with no claims discounts
« All hull types considered, including Ferro, Steel & Timber
« For no obligation quotation call us or go to our website

« Introducers wanted in all ports, waters & related industries
* Generous commissions available

Edward William Marine Services are appointed on behalf of an E.U. fully authorised and regulated Insurer to offer quotations
and arrange cover for Private and Pleasure marine insurance on their behalf. Insurers terms and conditions apply
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Insurance

The insurance business has changed.
No longer can brokers talk of low rates.
Rather, the honest broker can only say,

“I'l do my best to minimize your increase!”
There is good insurance, there is cheap
insurance, but there is no good cheap
insurance. You never know how good
your insurance is until you have a clai

My claims settlement record
cannot be matched.

I have been connected with the marine insurance
business for 47 years. I have developed a rapport
with brokers and underwriters at Lloyds and am
able to introduce boat owners to specialist brokers
in the Lloyds market.

e-mail: streetiolaire@hotmail.com

\ www.street-iolaire.com f

McINTYRE BROS. LTD. @

True Blue, St George’s Grenada
Call 1 (473) 444 3944 macford@spiceisle.com

We service what we sell!
2 & 4-Stroke Engines  Genuine Parts & Service
Yamaha Certified Technicians
Duty free deliveries & reliable service for Yachts
Honda, Mazda and Ford Dealership
Vehicle Sales & Service
Book your Car rentals & Island Tours with us
Discover Grenada with
Caribbean Horizons Tours & Services
info@caribbeanhorizons.com
www.caribbeanhorizons.com

HEY, READERS!

If you'd like to receive notification by e-mail
when each month’s new Compass is available
free online, just drop a note to
sally@caribbeancompass.com and we’ll put you
on the list — it’s as easy as that!

BOOK REVIEW BY J. WYNNER

A Caribbean Classic

From Thornfield Hall
to the Tropics and Back

Wide Sargasso Sea by Jean Rhys, Buccaneer Books, Inc., ©1966, 190 pages, ISBN 1-56849-729-6

This year marks the 50th anniversary of the publication of Dominica-born author Jean Rhys’s Caribbean classic,
Wide Sargasso Sea.

Mrs. Rochester, the wife confined in the attic of Thornfield
Hall in Charlotte Bronté’s timeless novel Jane Eyre, gets a
rewrite in Wide Sargasso Sea. Although the book is still set
in the early 19th century, Rhys removes her protagonist from
the confines of Thornfield Hall in England to the Caribbean
islands in a “prequel” to Jane Eyre, before returning her to
the attic.

“For many years, Jean Rhys has been haunted by the figure
of the first Mrs. Rochester — the mad wife in Jane Eyre,” says
Francis Wyndham in his introduction. Through Rhys’s novel
we get to know the circumstances of the mental illness of
Mrs. Rochester, born Antoinette Cosway and eventually
renamed Bertha Mason.

On the surface, the book reads like a simple story, but it
is a layered novel, dealing with landscapes vital to the
story, racial tensions, complex characters and relation-
ships, and, in turn, the diverse voices of Antoinette, and
then Mr. Rochester.

In the question-and-answer segment of the discussion on
“Wide Sargasso Sea at 50” held in April at the NGC Bocas
Literary Festival in Port of Spain, Trinidad, a former University
of the West Indies lecturer commented that if she had to
teach the book again she would teach it as a ghost story,
highlighting it from the perspective of the disembodied voice
of Bertha Mason.

Rhys unfolds her story in three parts. The first part, told by
Antoinette, is set at the Coulibri Estate in Jamaica. The sec-
ond part, set in Dominica where Rhys was born to a Welsh
father and a white Creole West Indian mother, is narrated by
Mr. Rochester. And Thornfield Hall is revisited in the third
part, with Antoinette continuing her story up until shortly
before Jane Eyre’s scene of the fire in the attic.

In the first section a young Antoinette Cosway relates the
story of her early life on the estate, although it takes an eter-
nity for the narrator to identify herself. The account opens
around the time the Emancipation Act was passed (1833), and Antoinette muses, “All Coulibri Estate had gone wild
like the garden, gone to bush. No more slavery — why should anybody work? This never saddened me. I did not
remember the place when it was prosperous.”

Her world comprised her widowed mother, Annette, a pretty Martinican woman who was her father’s second wife,
and much younger than him: her brother Pierre: Aunt Cora; the servants, Christophine and Godfrey: and Tia, the
daughter of Christophine’s friend Maillotte.

Antoinette tries in vain to gain the love and attention of her mother, who only has eyes for her sickly son, Pierre.
When her mother marries Mr. Mason, Antoinette recalls some of the previous conversations she overheard from
the gossiping ladies: “Why should he marry a widow without a penny to her name and Coulibri a wreck of a place?

.. Her new husband will have to spend a pretty penny before the house is fit to live in — lealks lilce a sieve. And what
about the stables and the coach house darl as pitch, and the servants’ quarters and the six-foot snalce I saw with
my own two eyes curled up on the privy seat last time I was here.”

But the somety ladies were not the only source of ridicule. The blacks also had their say. “They called us white
cockroaches... ‘Go away white cockroach, go away, go away... Nobody want you. Go away.”

After a year of marriage Annette, begins pleading with Mason to take them away from Coulibri, “An agent could
look after the place... The people here hate us. They certainly hate me.” But he always kept putting her off.

Even as the blacks were stoning the house, prior to setting it on fire, Mr. Mason was still making excuses for them.
Pierre died while the family was making their escape as the house burned. Antoinette, running to her friend Tia who
she thought would help her, saw the jagged stone in Tia’s hand, but she did not see her throw it; I did not feel it
either, only something wet, running down my face. I looked at her and I saw her face crumple up as she began to cry.
We stared at each other, blood on my face, tears on hers. It was as if I saw myself. Like in a looking-glass.

When Antoinette came to, she was recovering from the ordeal at Aunt Cora’s home. “Your mother is in the coun-
try. Resting. Getting well again. You will see her soon.”

But on her way to start the first day of school at the convent a native boy and a girl she met along the way gave
her their taunting version. The girl said, ‘Look the crazy girl, you crazy like your mother. Your aunt frightened to
have you in the house. She send you for the nuns to lock up. Your mother wall about with no shoes and stockings
on her feet, she sans culottes. She try to kill her husband and she try to kill you too that day you go to see her. She
have eyes like zombie and you have eyes like zombie too.”

Prior to leaving the convent, Mr. Mason, on one of his visits to see Antoinette, tells her that he had asked some
English friends to spend next winter with them. “Do you think they will come?” Antoinette enquired. “One of them
will. I'm certain of that.”

But Mr. Mason dies soon after Mr. Rochester embarks for the West Indies. In section two of the book, on Mr.
Rochester’s arrival, Antoinette’s half brother Richard makes him an offer of a handsome sum of money to propose
to Antoinette.

At first Antoinette declines the marriage proposal but later gives in. “What is the matter, Antoinette? What have
I done?”

She said nothing. “You don’t wish to marry me?”

“No.” “She spoke in a very low voice.

“But why?”

“I'm afraid of what may happen.”

“But don’t you remember last night I told you that when you are my wife there would not be any more reason to
be afraid?” And after kissing her fervently and “promising her peace, happiness, safety” they were wed in Spanish
Town and set sail for Antoinette’s inherited estate in Dominica.

Soon everything is too much for Mr. Rochester — his wife, the climate, the people, his surroundings, the ser-
vants, especially Antoinette’s attachment to Christophine, whom he comes to hate. A spiteful letter to Mr.
Rochester from Daniel Cosway, Antoinette’s father’s bastard child, relating Antoinette’s family background of men-
tal illness, does not help either. Mr. Rochester cruelly begins rejecting Antoinette and brings a servant girl to his
bed, fully aware that his wife is in the next room listening to them. He grows heartless and colder towards
Antoinette and even takes away her identity by his insistence on calling her Bertha.

Mr. Rochester’s earlier promise to Antoinette of peace, happiness and safety falls by the wayside, as does the
marriage, and eventually he returns to England where he places his “mad” wife in the attic from where, in the third
and shortest section of the novel, Antoinette recounts her recurring dreams of setting fire to Thornfield Hall.

This book is as imaginative and moving as it was half a century ago, and just as well worth reading — a deserved
Caribbean classic.

JEAN RHYS
WIDE SARGASSO SEA
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A New
Addition
to Our
Galley’s
Pantry

Willa and I have an extra bin in our galley of late and it contains an excellent
complement to the dried beans, peas, rice, corn, barley and oats that accompany
us on any voyage. It’s not a new product but a very old one that we recently have
been using more and more.

Quinoa is an ancient grain native to South America, where it has been cultivated
and used for more than 3,000 years. Like many additions to our diet, it has gone
from obscure to front-of-view with the advent of healthy eating.

This grain has a wonderfully nutty flavor and is quickly and easily cooked in
boiling water with a pinch of salt. In less than 20 minutes, you can have a pot full
of fluffy quinoa ready for use as a breakfast alternative or in a salad or simply as
an accompaniment with meat or fish. It can be purchased in colours ranging from
red to black but white is the most common. All are high in antioxidants but have
the same flavour. Furthermore, this gluten-free grain has a high protein content
and has all eight essential amino acids plus magnesium, potassium, zinc and
Vitamin E and B making this a potent super-food.

When you purchase quinoa, check the package carefully to see if it needs to be
soaked before cooking (to eliminate the bitter saponins), or if it is pre-soaked.

My wife and I prefer the regular white quinoa, as it is available in almost any
food store. Before cooking, it should be rinsed in cold water, cooked for about 15
minutes in boiling water and fluffed with a fork. Here are a couple of recipes we
enjoy and recommend you trying them.

BY ROSS MAVIS

Quinoa Breakfast

1 Cup cooked quinoa, fluffed with a fork

1/2 Cup cut-up banana, mango or fruit of your choice
2 Tablespoons brown sugar

Milk or yogurt to taste

Mix quinoa and fruit of
your choice with a sprin-
kle of brown sugar.

Add milk or yogurt
and enjoy.

Toasted Quinoa and Beef

2 Cups cooked quinoa

1/2 pound ground beef (or pork, turkey, etcetera)
1/2 medium-size onion, chopped

1 clove garlic, finely diced

2 teaspoons olive oil

1/4 Cup chopped fresh parsley

Salt and pepper to taste

Hot pepper sauce to taste

Toast quinoa in a hot frying pan.
Toss to brown nicely. Then add
chopped onion, garlic and small
amount of olive oil. Stir while brown-
ing. Add ground meat and cook until
nicely done. Sprinkle with parsley.
Salt and pepper to taste, and enjoy
for a protein-packed lunch or light
supper. We like a dash or two of our
favourite hot sauce as well.

Shrimp and Quinoa Salad

1 pound shelled shrimp, cooked

2 Cups mixed greens of your choice

1 Cup cooked quinoa

Red and/or green pepper and/or tomato, diced

2 Tablespoons cider vinegar

4 Tablespoons olive oil

2 teaspoons honey

Salt and pepper to taste

In a large salad bowl toss mixed greens, shrimp and quinoa with pepper
and tomato.

Whisk cider vinegar and olive oil and honey and pour over salad. Toss to mix.
Salt and pepper to your liking and serve.

Delicious light lunch or side salad!

Use quinoa as you would cooked rice and develop your own recipe ideas. It is an
easy, healthy alternative to potatoes or pasta as well.
Enjoy.

EEER evian speLLEGRING

PROVISIONING YOUR YACHT?

Dromn™t worry we're here for vou! At Gonsalves Liguors you'll
Findd all than vou need, We have the widest selection ol wines,
spirits and liguenrs in S Vineent and the CGrenadines.
Were just a phone call away!
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Cror, Middle & Mehdlle Streets. Kingsiown
LIQUORSLTOL o vincent & the Grenadines, P.0kox 353
Ted: (784) 457 1881 . Fax: [7B4] 456 3654
Email: info@gonsstvesliguors.oom

Establshed 1970

For less than the price of a
fancy meal for one,

Chris Doyle will visit
everywhere in your old guide,
update all the
information, and print
you a brand new copy!

Watch out for the new
Windwards & Trinidad
guides

doyleguides.com

The best anchorages are only in
Street’s Caribbean Cruising Guides

Other guides are best for shore-side
information & are provided to the charter
fleets so what harbours & anchorages
they do include are more crowded.
Street’s guides include: south east & east
coast Grenada, the south & east coast of
Carriacou, & the east coasts of Can-
nouan & Martinique. These are not cov-
ered by other guides but Street considers
them the best in the eastern Caribbean
now Venezuela is no longer safe.

The perfect navigation companion
for all the other guides

When cruising the Caribbean be sure
to have Street’s guides on board as
your primary pilot. Only Street has:

® Inter-island and harbour pilotage

® Tidal information

o All eastern Caribbean anchorages
Street’s pilotage information is time-
less and is your key to a quiet night’s
sleep in unspoilt anchorages!

Order online
USA/Caribbean:

iUniverse or Amazon g
(search Donald M. Street)
UK/Europe: www.imray.com
(search: Don Street)
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The
Food
Fair

Stock Up

on the widest selection and the

best prices in Grenada at our two

conveniently located supermarkets. The Carenage:

Monday - Thursday
8 am to 5:30 pm
Friday until 8:45 pm
Saturday until

Whether it's canned goods, dairy

products, meat, fresh vegetables

or fruits, toiletries, household goods, 1:00 pm
. . . . Tel: (473) 440-2588
or a fine selection of liquor and wine,
Grand Anse:

Monday - Thursday
9 am to 5:30 pm
Friday & Saturday
until 7:00 pm

Tel: (473) 444-4573

The Food Fair has it all and a lot more.

Hubbard’s

JONAS BROWNE & HUBBARD (G’da.) Ltd.

www.caribbeancompass.com
FREE on-line version!

I B B EAN

Read in
Next Month’s
Compass:

Cruising Culebra and Vieques
The Grenadines’ Marine Protected Areas

Sugar Apple — the ‘busy’ fruit

...and much more!

@ REMEMBER

to tell our advertisers you
saw their ad in Compass!

r—

KUDOS TO ST. LUCIA MARINE POLICE
Dear Compass,

A long, loud scream terminating in a dramatic crash
just behind my head but on the other side of the hull
interrupted an otherwise pleasant sunny afternoon
anchored by Pigeon Island in Rodney Bay, St. Lucia. I
quickly went on deck, fully expecting to be pulling
unconscious bodies from the water but instead spot-
ted two heads swimming after their rental jet ski,
which was blowing down past my transom.

Yelling for my first mate to get a camera, I jumped in
the dinghy and followed. The two tourists were shaken
but unhurt and stammering their apologies and
explaining that they lost their steering when they let
off the throttle to slow down. This did not come as
major news to me; I have witnessed a number of jet ski
collisions in Rodney Bay.

They offered a name and address in England but
were now in a great hurry to get off the jet ski, which
they still did not have under control, and left to return
it, They did not know the name of their hotel nor the
operator they had rented the jet ski from. To me this
was a somewhat less than satisfying conclusion to
their little holiday adventure.

I contacted the Vigie Light on VHF channel 16 and
was met within an hour by the Customs boat with
representatives from Customs, SLASPA (the port
authority) and the Coast Guard. The Marine Police
arrived shortly thereafter. They maintain a 24/7 watch
on channel 16 and had heard our conversation. They
took a very professional report including copying the
photos onto an officer’s cell phone.

They went out and found the jet ski and its owner, who
had not been informed of the incident, and brought him
back to my boat. I explained that I was not happy with
the vague promise to pay for repairing the damage to the
hull by a couple of strangers who would be leaving the
island in a few days. Furthermore, I don't care that they
signed a waiver of liability. His boat hit my boat and it is
his responsibility, regardless of who is driving,.

The end of the story is that the jet ski owner went
and found the rider, and brought him back to the boat
for a discussion. We agreed on an estimate for the
damages and the jet ski owner rode him to an ATM
and back with a cash settlement. He was given a

receipt and I called the Marine Police to let them know
I was now satisfied.

The whole incident was handled most professionally
by the Marine Police and they deserve kudos for their
work. However, I do believe I helped by:

e getting the license number for the vessel and a
clear description, plus details such as the time and
names of everyone involved;

¢ having a local phone number to facilitate commu-
nication; and

¢ staying on island and indicating my willingness to
follow up in person.

1 hope this letter will be helpful to anyone involved in
an accident and that the authorities on the other
islands are able to resolve the matter so professionally.
Lance Batten
S/V Queen Emma

CARBON MONOXIDE DETECTION
Dear Compass,

Carbon monoxide (CO) detectors are fast becoming
important standard pieces of equipment on cruising
yachts (see www.tradeonlytoday.com/2016/06/min-
nesota-law-mandates-co-detection-system-on-boats).

Carbon monoxide is produced from the partial oxi-
dation of carbon-containing compounds; it forms
when there is not enough oxygen to produce carbon
dioxide (CO2), such as when operating a stove or an
internal combustion engine in an enclosed space. CO
is a colorless and odorless gas that can kill you. What
we do smell are the other components in the exhaust
fumes. The effects of CO are cumulative and CO com-
bines faster and easier with hemoglobin than oxygen.

Many cruisers don’t realize the dynamics of airflow
past their yachts. With or without hatches closed, the
shape of the dodger over the companionway creates a
tiny negative pressure as the breeze passes by.
Exhaust fumes from nearby boats with engines run-
ning can be drawn in and collect below decks. When
the companionway is open, the CO is drawn down
below by a sort of a Venturi effect.

If the deck hatches are open and there is a breeze,
then the airflow through the boat might displace the
CO or prevent it from being drawn in. The problem is,
you just don’t know.

As a former commercial diver we learned the acro-
nym for CO poisoning symptoms “VENTID”:

Vision

Ears (ringing)

Nausea

Trembling

Trritability

Dizziness

But don’t wait for symptoms. A good CO detector can
save your life.

Mitch Witt
Accredited Marine Surveyor

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!
Dear Compass Readers,

We want to hear from YOU!

Be sure to include your name, boat name or shoreside
address, and a way we can contact you (preferably by
e-mail) if clarification is required.

We do not publish individual consumer complaints or
individual regatta results complaints. (Kudos are okay!)
We do not publish anonymous letters; however, your
name may be withheld from print at your request.
Please keep letters shorter than 600 words. Letters may
be edited for length, clarity and fair play.

Send your letters to sally@caribbeancompass.com.

Island Poets

RICH AND FAMOUS

They never mix in island life,

Its richness, laughter, quarrels, strife;
They don’t know the coconut vendor,
While locked in isolated splendor,

In air-conditioned villas where

They never sniff the island air,

Never know when conch shells blow
It’s time to buy fresh fish and go
Down to the beach to check the catch,
Barter for what you want, and watch
The seabirds swoop and swirl and screech,
An early morning on the beach!

Like skater insects on a pond,

They never see a thing beyond

Their perfect villa, their dimension,
Never breaking surface tension.

That’s fine! It doesn’t bother me

Until they dictate where I can be

On my own island, my own beaches:
Money corrupts, avarice reaches
Politicians who arrange

Things so that quickly laws are changed.
No longer can we drop a hook

To anchor. Wardens say, “Hey look,
You’ll ruin all the coral there.”

(There’s not a polyp anywhere!)

Now Rich and Famous have the notion
They own the beach, the bars, the ocean.
They bring in money, that’s for sure,
Money that doesn’t reach the poor,

Who watch their freedom drift away,
Until they wake up one fine day

To find that they are now bereft

Of everything and nothing’s left!

— Nan Hatch



Letter of
the Month

SCHOONER GLORIA COLITA: FACT OR FICTION?
Dear Compass,

Having run charter yachts in the Caribbean waters for more than half my adult
lifetime I've read more than my fair
share of the Caribbean Compass
issues. Two articles have stood out
more than the usual “liveaboards”
grumps and groans over Immigration
costs, mooring costs and the “highly
dangerous” waters outside of the safe
anchorages (pirates everywhere!).

The first was Chris Long taking a pop
shot at Don Street, saying that Don
was rather irresponsible going about
these waters without an auxiliary
engine — which I have to agree with.

And second was the subject matter
concerning the loss of the windjammer
Fantome in 1998, during Hurricane
Mitch — of which there were several
really well informed articles and letters
of a very high standard.

Enough; on with my business.

Currently I am again reading Clean
Sweet Wind by Douglas C. Pyle. He
travelled through the Windward
Islands in the 1970s, recording and
researching the designs of the sailing
craft built on the beaches throughout
these islands. Seems his research
methods were to just pitch up on an
island, go to the beach with a tape
measure, and see what happens. And what a mass of information came his way, no
doubt with the occasional aid of some local liquid produced from a sugar plant.

The book can get quite technical down boat-design avenues, which is fine by me
but might get a little glossy for others. But he does go into some local Caribbean lore,
which is what I am coming to.

The chapter on Bequia already had my attention, as it’s been a favorite of mine for
charter stops and regatta sailing. There I've sailed a “two-bow” open-deck boat,
enjoyed fine dining, and on one or two occasions at the bar had the ground give way
unexpectedly for no apparent reason. Mr. Pyle obviously has the capacity to take up
not just boat designs, but pretty much anything going regarding Caribbean sailing.
So the story of Reg Mitchell and his 165-foot (yes, read it again, 165-foot!) Bequia-
built schooner is given a brief account in the Bequia chapter. He writes thus:

“Even allowing for the well-known inflationary tendencies of folklore, the builder of
Gloria Colita must have been a man of unusual abilities. Himself the son of a schoo-
ner builder, Mitchell owned two schooners before building Gloria Colita. His first was
Water Pearl (94 feet, 68 tons), built in partnership with his father and launched in
1932. Two years later the schooner failed to come about when tacking over Bequia
Head and was blown ashore. Next came the Juliana, a Nassau-built schooner, larger
than the Water Pearl.... With her, Mitchell freighted between British Guyana and
Cuba and on one occasion set out to New York until turned back due to heavy
weather off Cape Hatteras...”

The three-masted schooner Gloria Colita was built where the Frangipani Hotel now
stands, and was launched in 1939. Pyle wrote:

“On his last voyage, Mitchell again loaded rice in British Guyana for Havana, and
then loaded sugar for Venezuela. There he discharged his Bequia crew without expla-
nation and sent them home. He shipped a Spanish-speaking crew and returned to
Mobile, where he loaded lumber and cleared for Havana. No overdue report was ever
made. The Gloria Colita was simply found abandoned and awash in the Gulf Stream
by a US Coast Guard patrol plane... No report was ever had of Mitchell or the crew.

COLLECTION OF JF MITCHELL

The schooner was towed to Mobile and sold....”

The mystery of what happened to Mitchell and his crew was never solved.

I was thinking that maybe the power of the Compass might find a reader or two
who might be able to clarify what did actually happen to Capt. Reg Mitchell on his
last voyage. Or does the Windward Islands have its own Marie Celeste? If no factual
knowledge exists, then any additional information to add to what Mr. Pyle says I am
sure would be interesting reading. As we all know in this part of the world, the
Mitchells’ name goes far and wide across these waters. The family was/is synony-
mous with the evolution of sailing within the region and the loss of Reg Mitchell must
have been quite a severe blow at the time of his disappearance.

Jerry Bethell
St. Lucia

Dear Jerry,

We asked Sir James F. Mitchell, Capt. Reg Mitchell’s son and former Prime Minister
of St. Vincent & the Grenadines, for comment. He tells us:

“I still remember the spot outside school, near where the Port Hole restaurant is now,
where the cable from the Coast Guard was read to me as an eight-year-old boy:
‘Schooner Gloria Colita found abandoned. No souls on board.’

“Other than that, I have nothing to add. My father did disappear. So did my mother’s
father — in a hurricane off Bequia. So my mother turned down my grandfather’s offer
to build me a schooner, and instead he paid my way for a second degree at the
University of British Columbia, in Soil Science. I eventually got a bigger ship to steer:
St. Vincent and the Grenadines.”

An article in the St. Petersburg Times dated February 6th, 1940, simply reported:
“The blue waters of the Gulf of Mexico last night still concealed the fate of nine crew
members of the schooner Gloria Colita found Sunday helpless and abandoned 150
miles south of Mobile, Ala.

“The Coast Guard, towing the 125-foot [sic] vessel to Mobile, reported a skiff — possibly
the lifeboat of the water-soaked Colita — had been found upside down in the Gulf....

“Chief Boatswain Sven Halvorsen, commanding the Cartigan, radioed yesterday, ‘No
lifeboat on board the Colita. From the general condition of the vessel, the deck cargo of
lumber shifted and parted the main rigging... the ship has taken severe punishment’.”

Pyle notes some other theories:

“The version chiefly favored by the old heads is that the Spanish [i.e. Venezuelan]
crew mutinied and abandoned ship after murdering Reg... The heroic theory — chiefly
Javored by the younger set — is that Reg was kidnapped by a U-boat and pressed into
service as a pilot, since it was surely known to the German High Command that ‘it only
in Bequia you could get real true navigators’. In support it is claimed that on several
occasions when schooners were being sunk by the deck gun of a surfaced U-boat (as
was frequently done), a tall dark man without uniform was seen on the bridge.”

Do any Compass readers have more information about the possible fate of the cap-
tain and crew of the Gloria Colita?
cc

.

\'. I,
At upper left, the | _‘\\-‘
last known photo
of Captain Reginald
Mitchell, taken in
Mobile, Alabama

At right, Douglas
Pyle’s rendering of
the lines of the
Gloria Colita,
taken from a
half~hull model
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Chain & Rope
Anchors & Fenders
Electric Wire
Marine Hoses
Bilge Pumps
Lubricants & Oils

Johnson Hardware Litd.

FOR YOUR MARINE HARDWARE, AND MORE

452 0299 @ Fax: (7

Stainless Fasteners
Stainless Fittings

VHF Radios

Flares & Life Jackets
Snorkeling Equipment
Fishing Gear

Antifouling Paint

Paint Brushes

Epoxy Resins

Sanding Paper & Discs
Hand & Power Tools
Houseware & Cookware

452 0311 ® ec-mai
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“If swimming is so good for your
shape, how come we look like this?”

BEACHCOMBER COMBOVER

HIM TO STANY ROME, Top | v

“I was having so much fun, I didn't pay
attention to how far I was going. Can you
bring me some gas? I'm on an island
somewhere in the Caribbean.”



Caribbean Compass Market Place
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MID ATLANTIC
YACHT SERVICES

PT-9900-144 HORTA / FAIAL, AZORES
Providing all vital services to
Trans-Atlantic Yachts!

Incl. Chandlery, Charts, Pilots, Rigging
EU-VAT (16%) importation
Duty free fuel (+10.000It)

TEL +351 292 391616  FAX +351 292 391656
mays@mail.telepac.pt

PR PP per he

www.midatlant y vices.com

Dominica

DOMINICA YACHT SERVICES
- Relax! Leave the work to us -

Hubert J. Winston

18 Victoria St.
Roseau & Bay St. Portsmouth
Dominica

+767-275-2851 Mobile / 445-4322
+767-448-7701 Fax
info@dominicayachtservices.com
www.dominicayachtservices.com

seldom weon
ART==
bockdoge ART
gollery
FA B lzcaly maode
waarable art
R I K handpainted
btk
workshop

shop on famous Youngstreet
woensy artfabrikgrenado.com 473 440 0558

TechNick Ltd.

. Engineering, fabrication and welding.
: Fabrication and repair of :
: stainless steel and aluminium items. :

Nick Williams, Manager

: Tel: 1 (473) 405-1560

S.LLM.S. Boatyard, True Blue, Grenada
technick@spiceisle.com .

Grenada

GUARDIANAGE &
4 YACHT I"."I.ﬂ.l'dAL\EMENT

www.islandreamsgrenada.com
Island Dreams

CARRIACOU REAL ESTATE

Land and houses for sale
For full details see our website:
www.carriacou.net

Contact: islander@spiceisle.com Tel: (473) 443 8187

” Open 11.30 - 2.00 for Lunch 'ﬂ:il

| 6.00 - 9.00 for Dinner
Tuesday to Saturday

Sunday Brunch 11.30 - 14.30

Reservations recommended

Phone (473) 443 6500 or call CH 1

Situated on the South Side

of Tyrrel Bay.
Bar open all Day

Tyrrel Bay, Carriacou

our nmnw.inghy-Do '
e

Slip’ﬁ\ymw.

-

NEILPRYDE Sails
Grenada

NJEE

Check out our website or contact us directly
for a competitive quote on rugged and
well-built sails that are well suited to the
harsh environment of the charter trade

and blue water cruising.

Jeff Fisher — Grenada (473) 537-6355
www.neilprydesails.com

FUREULENCE Lid.
F=—Jr:

PROVEN QUALITY
FIVE YEARS /50,000 MILES GUARANTEED

Good for the economy
Made right here in the Caribbean

Minimal Ca2 Print Mo Internatieonal Air Freight

Martinigue

Composites . Paints & Varnishes . Marine batteries
Teak . Glue & Caulking . Maintenance products

Martinique +(596) 596 682 128
Guadeloupe +(590) 590 992 769

WHOLESALE & RETAIL

@ REMEMBER

to tell our advertisers you
saw their ad in Compass!

Martinique

Specializing in flags
since 15 years in the Caribbean.
Any country, any size, customized
wide stock, fast delivery.

+ (596) 596 682 128

www.wind-flag.com

team splrlt nt yaur urvi:!

Martinigue FWI - Le Marin Marina
«596m596 74 B0 33

www.carsibe-masine fr Sk, contacticaraibe-marine fr

=

Pllartinkgue FW I - Le Saria -

e 'fn MﬁHn Sew in Marin

-+ wbe T1 41 61

- -

St. Lucia
BUDGET
MARINE
* Duty Free Sales

» Part Exchange Deals on Dinghies and Outboards
» Free Online Valuations

» Free Storage & Insurance

+ Free Boat Name in Hypalon

+ Mo Quibble Guarantes

¥ Warrantes claims dealt within 24 hours
» Fulll after sales service

» §lip available to take up to 307t dinghles

j:mlemallu nal Inflatables Ltd.

Radney Bay

v/ 5t Lucia W, 09124

o Pelci T5R) 115 S671 /(75E) 285 2408
-/)'/i'j Infastatemationalinflatabie com

[ 'THIS COULD BE |

I YOUR

MARKET PLACE AD
|_t0m@caribbeanc0mpass.com_|
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continued on next page ——»



SVG

» UNION ISLAND

: St. Vincent
8 & the Grenadines

Tel/Fax:

E (784) 458 8918

4 capgourmet
all P"":‘j"""‘a @vincysurf.com

b

Caribbean Compass Market Place

IS

Trinidad

-

Caribbean-wide

k ‘\HI-I“"I \LIIIIIHI][.

EELGIMESAT] FIEREGLASS REINFORCED PLASTICS

----- Stainless Steel Boat Filtings
----- Epoxy Resins
"""" Polyester Resins

- BEE 614 T159

_ Suamu@a,ﬂ

boutique hotel
Farm and fisherman to table

Open daily for lunch and dinner.

Call 784.458.3400 for
directions or reservations.

Crescent Beach, Bequia
(Industry Bay)

at a beachfront coconut plantation.

" ..Formal Marine Litter System

Flaprews Tobaps Copn Faros Park, Ui bnlsed
o, - b from $:0 wm - 1:00pm
The Southern Grenadines Water Taxi Association
through grant from the Global Environment Facility-
Small Grants Program has pud in place a formal
maring garbage collection aned il‘ii')\.luiilf system i the
maring park to protect the marme emvaronmend from
the amoant of garbase emering the sea
hhqﬂdhlﬁd’pﬂhlhlmmhl
o Call - ST~ ) for mare inkec s o hocwboni romy el

Trinidad

B Ton Hoist
' = Fuel Dock
/\._ Yacht Storage
W ik
Power Boats .

"the Place for Yachts"

= Siern-1o Docking
= [Dockside Food Mart
= Bo a1er5 shop

EGE B3 4327

Tl DowertOats con

Porwer Boats bufual Faciifies Lid SBRE B3
P B 3163, Cansrage, Trnadad, WA |

THE ELECTROMICS EXPERTS!

ELECTROPICS

AUTHORISID DEALER & SEEVICE CENTER FOR
SCS wsumume X

SIMRAD g asvervorr SKyViale
ACR

and toe many mee fz be named bare

Venezuela

VensZelam Maring EMP‘[.‘-LH
Venased, oA,

Marine Distributors
Wi MIMArsy, V.
Vema C: nal.ve

Aw, Raul Leoni, Playa Concorde, Sede Asovena
Paorlamar - Ista Margadita
P 58 205 2642837
F 58 285 2647283

“MPASS
We’re on the Web!
Caribbean Compass

WWW.
caribbeancompass.
com

FREE On-line

B B EAN

'MPASS

FOR SALE
LOOK YONDER VILLAS
BEQUIL Sineent & 1 trininen ™ 2

LadArea: 39,315 sq ft
3 Cottages: 12,664 sq ft
including 2 Decks & 2 Pools
Boat Mooring next to Property
Contact: (403) 940 4743 (June-Oct) | (784) 457 3362

vthadley@uincysurf.com vthadley@shaw.ca
www.begos.com/lookyonderbequia

LAND FOR SALE]

LOTS 1/4 ACRE AND LARGER
CARRIACOU |

Spectacular Views of Tyrrel Bay &
the Southern Grenadines to Grenada

R

@@4@@/] 4049280
SR\ \W\wICaribtrace:comms

Mow available a2 o hard-cover, first
edition] The real story behind how an
outlew biker became & world crulser,
www.bobbitchin.com
FTW Publishing -Bax 100 - Berry Creak, CA 95916

FEEL THE FREEDOM

With Independent Self Steering AND an Emergency Rudder

« Your best crew member -
doesn't eat, sleep, or talk back!
« Completely independent -

no lines into the cockpit!
* No problem to install off centre -
with davits, arch, dropdown!




COMPRASS
CARTOONS

SCOTT MASEAR

BILL & BOB THOMAS

YACHT FOR SALE

Acting in accordance with an order of The Eastern Caribbean Supreme Court in the High Court of
Justice, dated April 15, 2016, and pursuant to Section 47 (1) of the Proceeds of Crime Act, No. 38 of
2013, the Management Receiver over the realizeable property of Antonio Gellizeau offers for sale,
the following sailing yacht:

Type: Fiberglass, Length: 13.72 meters, Depth: 2.04 meters, Beam: 4.51 meters
Registration No. P598612, Registered Name: Orion

For viewing appointments, or enquiries:
Contact: KPMG, Telephone: (784) 456 2669, Facsimile: (784) 456 1576,
Email: kpmg@kpmg.vc

Offers should be submitted in sealed envelopes, no later than July 31, 2016 and addressed as follows:

The Management Receiver, Offer for Yacht, KPMG Eastern Caribbean,
The Financial Services Centre, P O Box 561, Kingstown Park,
St. Vincent & the Grenadines
W Brian A Glasgow acts in his capacity as Management Receiver over the property of Antonio Gellizeau,
¥ and not in his personal capacity. The Management Receiver contracts without personal liability. All

information contained within this advert is subject to change and amendment without notice. For full
particulars of sale please contact the Management Receiver.

THE MULTIHULL COMPANY

THE WORLD’S LEADER IN MULTIHULL
SALES, SERVICE AND CHARTER

BROKER SPOTLIGHT FEATURED BROKERAGE LISTINGS

ALEXIS DL BOUCAUD “”R‘QSR*E‘E,TSETT 2002 CATANA 581 2013 LAGOON 52 2003 CATANA 521 2004 LEOPARD 47
+590 690 58 66 06 473-440-1668 $829,000

ALEXIS@MULTIHULLCOMPANY.COM CHRIS@MULTIHULLCOMPANY.COM

€895. 000 $895,000 $295,000

19CATANA 471 2007 DOLPHIN 460 2009 CATANA 50 2006 PRIVILEGE 745
V?QSILNO[LSIJ\IE’E)S TRI!\?]}B(AEEJ }&(L)iﬁ)ﬁssmo $449,000 $579,000 $879,000 $2,600,000
268-717-4536 868-680-8909 ™ ] I

CARL@MULTIHULLCOMPANY.COM  JARYD@MULTIHULLCOMPANY.COM

2002 GUNBOAT 62 2000 CATANA 471

1990 PROUT QUASAR 50
$295,000 $1,500,000 $495,000 $499,000

+590 690 34 20 60 954-557-4050 WWW. MULTIHULLCOMPANY.COM

2006 DOLPHIN 460

ANTOINE LELIEVRE JEFF JONES
GUADELOUPE FORT LAUDERDALE, FL

ANTOINE@MULTIHULLCOMPANY.COM  JEFF@MULTIHULLCOMPANY.COM

NS S N VAN@ Y s WA OISO YCONIVYeNE 2 1 5-508-2704
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2006 Island Packet 445 “Tirnanog”
Excellent condition. Life raft, bow thrusters,
stereo, VHF, 2 anchors, all Coast Guard
equipment, 12’ Caribe RIB, bimini/dodger,
autopilot, chartplotter, electric winches.
Well priced at $335,000

1987 Island Packet 38’ “Salty Shores”
Rare centerboard two owner boat. Extremely
well maintained by second owner. The cen-
terboard and all centerboard brackets and
hardware have been re-engineered. Also
added, a rudder keel strap not on early IP’s
of this year. New rudder bearings and epoxy
glassed rudder. This boat is set up perfectly
for cruising the Caribbean. Upgrades include:
Maxwell windlass, 55 Ib bronze Barnacle
anchor, new stanchions and lifelines, new

: genoa tracks, primary winches, chainplates,
standing rigging. Stalok’s Harken furling, new

. -— - | S/Sarch, 6 x 65 watt solar panels with
E charge controller. New custom centerboard,
new Yanmar 4JhJE 54hp.

2007 Island Packet 445

Lovely vessel with excellent maintenance record, one owner, always in IYC's care.
Equipment includes: Fridgaboat Keel Cooled refrigeration, bow thrusters, Autopilot,
Raymarine wind, knot and depth meters. Boat set up for bareboat chartering so has
minimal electronics, perfect for adding the newest gear. Asking $375,000

Andrea King, Island Yachts Charters, Red Hook, St. Thomas, USVI «
E-mail: sailing@iyc.vi  Ph: 800-524-2019 * 340-344-2143

BOAT PAINT & STUFF

Time Out Boat Yard Saint Martin
Next to the French Bridge

ANTIFOULING SPECIALIST:

PPG Amron COPPERCOAT
Permanent Antifouling
(10 years and more...)

Fibef-glass + Epoxy & Polyester Resins
Epoxy primer + Polyurethane Top Coat
Phone: + (590) 690 221 676

info@boatpaintstuff.com
www.boatpaintstuff.com

PICK UP!

Ahoy, Compass Readers! When in Grenada, pick up your free monthly copy of
the Caribbean Compass at any of these locations (advertisers in this issue
appear in bold):

ST. GEORGE'S AREA
Art Fabrik
Grenada Board of Tourism
Grenada Yacht Club
Island Water World
McIntyre Bros
Port Louis Marina
Office and Victory Bar
SOUTH COAST
Budget Marine
Clarkes Court Marina
Essentials Mini-Market
Grenada Marine
Island View
Le Phare Bleu Marina
Nimrod’s Bar
Prickly Bay Marina
Secret Harbour Marina
Spice Island Marine
TechNick
Timbers Restaurant
Turbulence Sails
CARRIACOU
Alexis Supermarket
Carriacou Marine

Gallery Café
Malick’s Shop, Windward
Matherson Supermarket
Port Authority
Regatta Jupa
Osprey Office
Slipway Restaurant
Tourism Office

PETITE MARTINIQUE
B&C Fuel Dock

JULY

Public holiday in Suriname (Emancipation Day)

Public holiday in BVI (Territory Day) and Curagao (Flag Day)
Firecracker 500 race, BVI. West End Yacht Club

Public holiday in CARICOM countries (CARICOM Day), Cayman Islands
(Constitution Day), and Puerto Rico and USVI (Independence Day).

St. John USVI Carnival

4-5 St. Vincent Carnival

BN —

5 Public holiday in Venezuela (Independence Day) and Suriname
and Trinidad & Tobago (Eid ul-Fitr, end of Ramadan)
10 Public holiday in the Bahamas (Independence Day)
10 Mott Memorial Hobie Challenge, Grenada. Petite Calivigny Yacht Club

(PCYC), www.pcycgrenada.com

10-18 North American Optimist Dinghy Championships, Anfigua.
www.opfiworld.org

14 Public holiday in French islands (Bastille Day)

14 Yole races in Martinique, www.yoles-rondes.net

15-16 Petite Martinique Maroon & Heritage Weekend

15 - Aug 1 Tobago Heritage Festival, www.tobagoheritagefestival.com

17 Bastille Day Kingfish Tournament, St. Thomas USVI.
www.facebook.com/pages/Northside-Sportsfishing-Clubo

18 Public holiday in Puerto Rico (Birthday of Don Luis Mufoz Rivera)

18 Aruba Hi-Winds Kitesurf event. www.hiwindsaruba.com

18 =19 St Lucia Carnival

20 FULL MOON

23 Guy Eldridge Memorial Regatta, BVI. Royal BVI Yacht Club (RBVIYC),

www.royalbviyc.org
23 -25 Culebra Cup, Culebra, Puerto Rico. Borinquen Islands Sailing Assn.,
smileandwavesailing@gmail.com

24 Public holiday in Venezuela (Simén Bolivar’s Birthday)

25 Public holiday in Puerto Rico (Constitution of Puerto Rico Day)

25 -27 Public holidays in Cuba (National Revolutionary Festival)

27 Pre-Regatta Cruisers’ Potluck Barbecue & Raffle, Carriacou,
www.carriacouchildrenseducationfund.org

28 Annual Carriacou Children’s Education Fund Flea Market and Auction,

www.carriacouchildrenseducationfund.org
31-Aug 7 Around Martinique Yoles Rondes Race, www.yoles-rondes.net

AUGUST

1 Public holiday in many places (Emancipation Day) and Barbados
(Grand Kadooment parade) and Jamaica (Independence Day).

1-2 Carriacou Regatta Festival, Grenada Grenadines,

www.ccouregattafestival.com

1-2 Public holidays in Antigua & Barbuda (Carnival)

1-3 Public holiday in BVI (Emancipation Festival)

1-4 Nevis Carnival

2 Public holiday in many places (Emancipation Day observed)

6 Public holiday in Anguilla (Constitution Day)

8-9 Grenada Carnival

9 Public holiday in Suriname (Indigenous People’s Day)

15 Public holiday in Haiti (Assumption Day)

16 Public holiday in Dominican Republic (Restoration Day)

17 -21 Dominican Republic International Fishing Open, Cap Cana.
wteventsOl@gmail.com

18 FULL MOON

19 -21 Aruba International Regatta, http://aruba-regatta.com

20-21 Round Grenada Race, PCYC

31 Public holiday in Trinidad & Tobago (Independence Day)

TBA Carib Great Race (powerboats) from Trinidad to Tobago

All information was correct fo the best of our knowledge
at the time this issue of Compass went to press — but plans change,
so please contact event organizers directly for confirmation.
If you would like a nautical or tourism event listed FREE
in our monthly calendar, please send the name and date(s)
of the event and the name and contact information
of the organizing body to sally@caribbeancompass.com

We are on-line;

www.caribbeancompass.com



BOATS FOR SALE

CLASSIFIEDS

BERTRAM 28 FLYBRIDGE 1983
2x Yanmar 2007 w/ 2000 hrs.
Very good condition, com-
pletely renovated at Ottley

3|40

50’ BENETEAU OCEANIS 1994
Excellent condifion, refitted
2011. Lying Bequia, St. Vincent
&theGrenadines.US$115,000.
E-mail:kenyon_charlie@
hotmail.com

DOMINICA- UNIQUE PROPERTIES.
The Peanut Farm Bungalows in
Picard, featuring two all wood-and-
stone bungalows, overlooking RUSM
& Cabrits, see http://milleniareaity-
dominica.com/property/viable-
business-for-sale-in-picard-port-
smouth for information. Currently
being utiized as a guest house with
a 17" x 26" view deck, 15 different
fruit frees, hot springs nearby &
Sisserou & Jaco Parrots, see www.
homeaway.com/vacation-rental/
p3706602 for photos & current rental
rates. EC5425 ,000/US$159,000

Camp DominEco at Syndicate Falls,

Share Our Passion

Become a Suzuki Marine Dealer

Suzuki del Caribe is inviting interested parties for
Suzuki Marine Dealership opportunity in key Caribbean
territories:

- St. Maarten / St. Martin

= Trinidad

Hall, = St.Vincent.  Well INTREPID 36’ 1996 “BONSAI Il see www.syndicatefalls.com (has a « Jamaica
equipped w/ AP, fish finder & 12m offshore power boat, 2 x lond survey and great photos) and
large " iceboxes. US$40,000. 250hp 4 sfroke engines. http://milleniarealtydominica.com/ « Others
FOrd qglolf; S{g:?mE.ImO\l 1Sk?n?o,e\/HFc,jfresh lzzvofer shgr, p;tooaeny/prodpeg?y-fofrf-soleg-omiwon-
garaen: ique@noimal.com oilet. Good working condi- estate-in-syndicate offering 9.9 acres, s : 5 3 s 3
or mausmed@yahooiit. Tel: tion. Tel: (784) 465-5520 E-mail: a se\f—susﬂ!ined solar con%refe bun- For more information and apphcatlon detallsx please email
(784) 458-3518 or (784) 430-5021 Mackiebonsai@yahoo.com galow & a cinnamon free house on . .
1400 feet of riverfront land with |nfo@suzuk1pr.com.

GALAPAGOS 43" STEEL KETCH
Center cockpif. Recently
hauled out and refurbished,
ready fo sail, lying Bequia,
US$39,500. Robin, E-mail:
robinfixnnan@gmail.com

“=oT

41’ ROGER SIMPSON Light
weight cruising catamaran.
Fast & easy to sail. One of her|
sister ships 'Ti Kanot' owned
by the famous Chris Doyle for|
his  Caribbean  Cruising
Gmdes US$87,000. Marc
e Marine Supphes Ltd. Tel:
(868) 684-7720 (Luc) E-mail:
ldemontbrun@hotmail.com

50" LUXURY YACHT 2 x 420hp
Caterpillar 3126, low hrs.
Complete yacht profession-
ally refit 2011. Excellent con-
dition ready to go. Full a/c,
ideal for charter.

Recent survey. Reduced
price  US$150,000. E-mail:
florent.dubois@hotmail.fr

C&C 42 Reasonable condi-
tion. Perkins 60hp. Working
well. US$15,000. Lying Trinidad
Tel: (868) 634-4346 E-mail:
don@powerboats.co.tt

PROPERTY FOR SALE

UNION ISLAND- RICHMOND BAY
Wellsituated land in the height of
Clifton, Mcyreou &Tobago Cays
view, 13973 s% USSéOOOO Tel:
(896) 69692718  E-mail:
karma972@gmail.com

BEQUIA- MT. PLEASANT
Residential Building Lot. Lower
Mt. Pleasant road, Belmont area.
Admiralty Bay view, walk fo res-
taurants, 10,478 sq/ft. US$185,000.
Island Pace Real Estate.
E-mail: info@islandpace.com

CARRIACOU - HERMITAGE
Overlooking Tyrrel Bay. 2 sto-
rey house with fenced gar-
den on Ya acre. Upstairs apt
has 2 bedrooms, 1 bath
large veranda. Downstairs
apt has 3 bedrooms, 1 bath-
room opens onfo gorden
Avail immediately
ECSSOO 000 Laura Tel: (473)
443-6269 or +44 208-621-
5001 E-mail: tbyh@usa.net

BEQUIA - MT. PLEASANT

Inferesting & unusual, 3 bdrms,
2 baths, pool. Tel: (784) 533-4865
www.cedanetreat. e55.C0mM
www.carbeanhouseforsaleoniine.com

income-producing  utility  fees
charged to foursts on their way fo
see Miton Falls (we are the only
access to it.) EC$440,000/US$165,000
Contact Captain Mark Denebeim,
E-mail: mark@captainmarksway.com

RENTALS

BEQUIA - LA POMPE
Large 2 bedroom house and/
or 1 bed studio apartment.Big

verandah and patio, stunning
view, cool breeze. Intemet,
cable TV. 2 weeks minimum,
excellent long-term rates.
Tel: (784) 495 1177

MISC. FOR SALE

Twin LZ 200 Yamaha (HPDI) OB
engines, 450 hrs US$8,000 ONO.
Contact Franc, c/o Power Boats,
Trinidod Tel. (868) 6207686 E-mail:
francbasp@gmai.com

HAMILTON JET DRIVE 212 Ideal
for 20°-26" boat or yacht fen-
der. Diesel or gas engines up to
350hp, 250 hrs. Make an offer.
Located Dominica. Tel: (767)
277-2571 E-mail: underwater@
champagnereef.com

2 X VOLVO PENTA DIESELS MD
2020 D20 HP 2001 w/ Saildrives.
Still running. We are 3%0|ng to
replace them with

engines. Tel: (721) 5270619, +
491723920094 E-mail: info@
tropicalbeachparadise.com

YOUR CLASSIFIED
IS ON-LINE!

—

3208 CATERPILLARS 2x3208 375hp
marine engines/ZF fransmissions.
Fully rebuilf, zero hrs.

Tel: (784) 528-7273 E-mail:
rodney_gooding@hotmail.com

NNVWL4OH HINISYD

CLASSIFIEDS

US 50¢ PER WORD

Include name, address
and numbers in count.

Line drawings/photos
accompanying classifieds are US$10.
Pre-paid by the 10th of the month
e-mail: shellese@caribbeancompass.com

-

HELP TRACK HUMPBACK WHALE MIGRATION
Your contributions of tail fluke photographs of humpback whales
from the Caribbean region are critical for conservation efforts.

INTERESTED in Helping? Go to www.CARIBTAILS.org
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—Continued from page 15 ...Regatta News

The event, which is exclusively for sailors ages eight to 15, will begin on July 10th
and run until July 18th. The aim of the Championships is to promote youth sailing
worldwide. The Championships should also provide the environment necessary to
ensure that individual friendships develop among competitors and goodwill
amongst all participating nations.

This is the first time that the Optimist North American Championships organizers
have afforded a host country the opportunity fo host the event consecutively.

Paola Vittoria, chairperson of the local organizing committee, said, *“We are very
proud that Antigua has been selected as the host venue for this prestigious event
for the second year in a row. Antigua has lived up to its reputation by proving that it
has the best sailing conditions, the most beautiful venue — Nelson’s Dockyard —
and great hospitality.”

She adds, "It was with the help and generosity of the government and people of
Antigua & Barbuda that we were able to successfully host Optinam 2015 and pro-
mote the sport of sailing in Anfigua. We have a great organizing committee, prepa-
rations have already begun for the 2016 event and we hope to see many kids,
friends, and family in Nelson’s Dockyard in July.”

Last year, the desfinafion welcomed 165 serious competitors from 23 countries as
far as New Zealand, Japan and Singapore.

Visit www.optinam2016.org for more information.

“The Informative Brokers”
www.bviyachtsales.vg

TEL: 1-284-494-3260 B V.1. YACHT SAL

R
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60' Moschini Mostes 6090
Performance, Quality $260K
/ ]
L.
R
50" Hunter 50CC 2011
Super Loaded $379K

P

-

49' Hunter 2008
Arrival From Fresh Water $259K
[/ o,
! v‘.‘
47'Ben.Oceanis 473 2003 47'Tayana 47 1991
en/Air, Amazing Refit! $129KBOffshore Passagemaker $149K
o g
Ll S AE K
| i r %
i-'i':-_'_r-"' 1 ik e ST
- -
' 42'R&C Leopard 42 2003 42"Whitby 42 1977
Significantly Refitted, Solid $219KI8 Immaculate Well Equipped$95K
“ N
e s #.ﬂ__ 1 - =
-
e = ] -
40 'Jeanneau SO 409 20118 39' Ben. Cyclades 39 2007 6 'Beneteau First 36.7 200
Amazing Deal! $119K Great Price $70K Private, Performance Cruiser $59K

47' Beneteau Oceanis 47305
Heavily Upgraded $129K

43'Shannon 43 1991
|deal Offshore Voyager $180K]
-

—— bl

P -
54" Jeanneau 54D5 2006
Amazing Price and Condition! $295K

49'Trader 485 Signature 02
Luxurious, Rugged Cruiser $160K
t

47" Ben. Oceanis 4 00
Nicely Outfitted $119K

41"Lagoon 410 52 2004
Private, Nice Upgrades $189K

36' Ben. Oceanis 361 2000
ind, Solar, All Furling! $55K

ES 33850L

WE NEED MORE LISTINGS!

-

48' Privilege 5152011
Private, With Everything! $1.199M

43" Privilege 435 2004
Quality Workmanship $249K

40" R&C Leopard 40 2009
Owner’s Version $299K

35" Columbia 10.7 1979
Bargain Cruiser $39.9K

D JAN - JUN 2016!!

52'Jeanneau SO 52.2 2003
Fast With Full Sailing Kit $179K|

48' Nautitech Dufour 47598
Superb Value €220K

Sistership A T -

#3' Beneteau Cyclades 43.3 2005
New Sails $79K

40' Hudson Seawolf 1978
lassic William Garden Ketch $39K

32'Beneteau First 325590
Upgraded ,Young Engine $29.95K|

To see all of our listings, visit www.bviyachtsales.com
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Mercury Marine offers the Verado 350 in a choice of
colors. In addition to our standard Phantom Black,
you also can order the engine in either of two shades
of white - Cold Fusion or Warm Fusion - that will

complement almost any boat design or style.

Vi ot

[ .
ISLAND DEALER NAME CITY TELEPHONE NUMBER
ANGUILLA MADCO St. Martin +590-590-510-540
ANTIGUA Paradise Boat Sales St. Johns +268-562-7125
BAHAMAS Lightbourne Marine Nassau +242-393-5285
BAHAMAS National Marine Limited Marsh Harbour +242-367-2326
BAHAMAS Out-Board Services Limited Freeport +242-352-9246
BAHAMAS Spanish Wells Marine & Hardware Co. Ltd. Spanish Wells +242-333-4139
BARBADOS Marine Power Solutions Inc. Barbados +246-435-8127
BELIZE Belize Diesel & Equipment Co. Belize City +501-223-5668
BELIZE Thunderbirds Marine Placencia Village +501-624-1411
BELIZE William Quan & Co. Belize City +501-2-27-2264
BERMUDA Pearman Watlington & Co Ltd. Hamilton +441-295-3232
BRITISH VIRGIN ISLANDS Marine Power Service Ltd. Tortola +284-494-2738

CAYMAN ISLANDS

Scott's Industries Ltd.

Grand Cayman

+345-949-4186

DOMINICA

Dominica Marine Center Inc.

Roseau

+767-440-BOAT(2628)

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC

Auto Marina S.A.

Santo Domingo

+809-565-6576

FRENCH GUIANA Sovale s.a.s. Cayenne Cedex +594-594-359-777
FRENCH WEST INDIES MADCO St. Martin +590-590-510-540
FRENCH WEST INDIES Maximarine SAS Martinique +596-696-454-502
FRENCH WEST INDIES S.AD Guadeloupe +590-590-269-797
GRENADA Anro Agencies Ltd. St. George's +473-444-2220
GUYANA W & H Rambaran Marine Georgetown +592-226-4523
HAITI Matelec S.A. Port-au-Prince +509-2813-0829
JAMAICA Jamaica Offshore and Marine Supplies Limited Kingston 5 +876-383-4809
NETHERLANDS ANTILLES Boat and Fishing Paradise Aruba +297-588-1316

NETHERLANDS ANTILLES

Caribbean Nautical Sales and Service Distribution

Curacao & Bonaire

+599-9-563-7478

PANAMA Chikos Internacional +507-2-25-6331
PANAMA Acqua Marine S.A. +507-262-4824
PUERTO RICO Powerboat Marine LLC Toa Baja +787-510-2550
PUERTO RICO Vita's Marine Center Aguadilla +787-691-0669
SAINT KITTS AND NEVIS Dominica Marine Center Inc. Roseau +767-440-BOAT(2628)
SAIT LUCIA A1 Island Marine Supplies Inc. Castries +758-452-9404
SAINT MARTIN MADCO St. Martin +590-590-510-540
SAINT VINCENT AND THE GRENADINES A1 Island Marine Supplies Inc. Castries +758-452-9404
SAINT VINCENT AND THE GRENADINES  Dominica Marine Center Inc. Roseau +767-440-BOAT(2628)
ST. BARTS MADCO St. Martin +590-590-510-540
SURINAME Tomahawk Outdoor Sports Paramaribo +597-422-682

TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO

Corsa Marine

San Fernando

+868-657-4723

TURK AND CAICOS ISLANDS

Sherlock Walkin & Sons

Providenciales

+649-9-46-4411

VENEZUELA A&F Marine Center Maracaibo +261-752-9511
VENEZUELA Corporacion Alba Valencia +241-842-1644
VENEZUELA Engine Service Marine Caracas +212-267-9398
VENEZUELA Protienda C.A. Barcelona +281-286-5843
U.S.VIRGIN ISLANDS St. Croix Marine Corporation St. Croix +340-773-0289
U.S.VIRGIN ISLANDS Ruans Marine Service St. Thomas +340-775-6595
U.S.VIRGIN ISLANDS Ruans Marine Service St. Thomas +340-775-6595

©Mercury Marine 2016



WHAT’S

NEW?

LUCI LIGHTS

Collapsible, inflatable solar powered LED
lights. Ideal cockpit or emergency lighting.
Run up to 12 hours on a full charge. Available
in soft warm ambient light, color changing,
bright white and emergency lantern.

Priced from $12.50

= WHAT’S ON

w SALE

IN STORE?

ALL JABSCO AND RULE PUMPS

Huge range of bilge, diaphragm, engine cooling, macerator,
freshwater, fuel transfer, refrigeration and general purpose pumps. /
ol

Priced from $34.60 “
i)

p 9

ALL IGLOO COOLERS

20%
OFF

zo% L Igloo’s industry-leading assortment of sizes, function and
‘ -y style, ensures their is an Igloo cooler for everyone.
OFF Priced from $59.95

NAUTIKFLOR
“CLICK LOCK” FLOOR SYSTEM

Made from 100% Marine Grade PVC, featuring a quick install
»click” system. Fast and Easy to install. Lightweight water-
resistant marine grade PVC. Beautiful wood grain texture finish. High
UV protection with anti-skid surface. Planks are 4.5mm thick and cover 3
surface of 2.7 sq ft. 35 sq ft per box.

Available in teak and holly & black and holly.

Priced at $382.50 per box

ALL PELICAN CASES

Pelican cases, with Pick ,n‘ Pluck foam, are unbreakable,
watertight, airtight, dustproof, chemical resistant and
corrosion proof hard cases used to carry any kind
of equipment that needs to be protected from the
elements. Made of ultra high impact structural
copolymer that makes them extremely strong
and durable.

Priced from $38.75

SEANOVO 2 STROKE 2.5HP OUTBOARD

Great back-up outboard. Max Output: 2.5HP (1.8kw),
RPM: 4000-5000, Stroke: 2, Cylinder: 1, Weighs 9.8kg.

Priced at $549.00 O,%

Island
Water World

keeps you sailing! =

Earn Miles for discount!
Get your FREE Advantage
Card now - Valid in all
Island Water World stores!

islandwaterworld.com e Store prices good while stocks last and for the month of July only.

Published by Compass Publishing Limited, Anguilla, British West Indies, and printed by Guardian Media Limited, Trinidad & Tobago





