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REGATTA NEWS 
Challenging 2020 Round Tortola Race 
The Nanny Cay Challenge (NCC) was launched in 2010, when yachts 

visiting the British Virgin Islands were invited to try to beat the latest Round 
Tortola records. The NCC can be attempted any time but must start and 
finish at Nanny Cay, circumnavigate Tortola in an anti-clockwise direction, 
and leave Beef Island, Scrub Island, Great Camanoe, and Guana Island  
to port.
During the 2019 BVI Spring Regatta, the monohull and multihull records 

were both smashed. The Bieker 53 catamaran Fujin posted an elapsed 
time of 1 hour 57 minutes 16 seconds, while E1, the Volvo 70 skippered by 
Rafal Sawicki, set a new monohull record of 2 hours 53 minutes 8 seconds.
The 2020 Nanny Cay Round Tortola Race took place on November 14th. 

Eleven boats entered the course on a challenging day with afternoon 
squalls and wind shifts. Mark Sanders on the Corsair 31 Island Hops was the 
overall winner.
Line honors went to Firewater, the Melges 24 with Christian Thompson at 

the helm, finishing at 13 hours 59 minutes 9 seconds. Racing in Paradise, 
the IC24 skippered by Jason Putley, came in almost exactly one hour later. 
On corrected time, the Racing Class win was safe for Firewater.
The second boat to arrive, after 14 hours 10 minutes 23 seconds, was the 

Island Hops. Chris Haycraft’s Ting a Ling, another Corsair, and Miles 
Sutherland Pilch’s Odyssey, a Beneteau 44.7, were in tight competition with 
only 24 seconds between them. Becky Paull’s Jeanneau 42, Aira, was the 
next one in line.
The end results came down to the wire in both the multihull and cruising 

fleets. Each boat’s final position was decided by their corrected time, 
which is calculated using their rating and the elapsed time (actual time 
spent racing). Ultimately, the wind gods favored the faster boats. Island 
Hops clinched the Multihull Class win from Ting a Ling by 1 minute 26 
seconds, while Aira was the victor in the cruising fleet, just 23 seconds 
ahead of Odyssey.
Visit https://nannycay.com/nanny-cay-challenge for more information.

Excellent Turnout in Grant Thornton Keelboats
The Sint Maarten Yacht Club reports: This pandemic has allowed some 

points of light. It is clear that local sailing has been strong, regular, and well 
supported, as we have noticed in our club activities. The same has 

occurred in other islands, such as Antigua, where keelboat sailing has 
been very popular on Saturday afternoons for the last four months, their 
Melges 24s and Cork 1720s being major players. Their dinghy sailing 

remains prevalent as well, with the focus on Optimists and Lasers. In 
Curaçao, they recently had a strongly supported regatta that 
involved Sunfish, Centaurs, and Ynglings.
The first Grant Thornton keelboat race of the new season, held on 

November 15th, saw an excellent turnout and sailing under idyllic 
conditions in Simpson Bay, St. Maarten. There were two classes: one for the 
larger racing boats and one for the smaller participants. 
Frits Bus on the Melges 24 Team Island Water World took the win. Second 

to arrive was the Melges 32 Kick ’em Jenny 2 with Ryan Hope Ross at the 
helm and a crew of younger sailors. Franny, the J/70 sailed by Garth Steyn, 
grabbed third place. Each team worked hard to achieve success in the 
four short-course races, especially at the weather mark, which was a 
scene of intense activity.
In the smaller Sunfast 20 class, Ian Martin was the fastest. Robbie Ferron 

and Petro Jonker followed in his wake for all the races without being able 
to pass.
A new addition to the fleet was Elena, an Archambault 22 that turned out 

to have a high-quality sail wardrobe and promises to be a good 
competitor in the future.
Visit www.smyc.com for more information.

Light Airs for Aberson Dinghy Series
The second and last day of the Aberson series on November 27th saw 

light winds that never dropped off totally but did manage to leave some 
competitors “parked” for frustrating seconds of loss. A solid entry 
concluded this, the Sint Maarten Yacht Club’s final series for the dinghy 
sailing in 2020. The participation was excellent in many classes in this series 
named after a long-time club member.
In the Optimists Caii Banting was beaten only twice in nine races by 

Adriaan Coppelmans. Third was Veronica Destin.
Ajani Blake dominated the Pico class, but Louka Williams managed three 

first places to take second. Massimo Lapierre took third place.
The Jeanneau 20 class saw club coach Nils Jannichsen taking two firsts 

and a second on the final day of racing. The overall results found Iain 
Mobbs in third after consistent performances and Robbie Ferron winning 
the series on the basis of the first day’s racing.
The most competitive class was the Lasers. Jolyon Ferron won the series, 

but Frits Bus dominated the second day with three first places. Justin 
Pieterse is proving that his development in 2020 is not a fluke. He was being 
closely followed on corrected time by Emma Lennox and Ryan Hope Ross 
on series points.
St. Maarten’s next dinghy series, the Hoedemaker series, will start on 

January 9th and will be a two-day series with a weekend between the 
race days.
Visit www.smyc.com for more information.

Salty Dawgs Arrive in Antigua
Barbara Theisen reports: A stormy passage and challenges from Covid-19 

did not stop the annual Salty Dawg Fall Rally 2020. 
—Continued on next page

The Melges 24 Team Island Water World took the Grant Thornton win.

The Salty Dawg ralliers at Nelson’s Dockyard, Antigua

Services we provide: Customs advice • Mast Up Vessels • Divers  
Experienced Loadmasters • Customised Cradles • Surveyor • Insurance

For a quote, contact the team: US: +1 754 263 3001 / UK: +44 2380 480 480  
By email: oslo@petersandmay.com / www.petersandmay.com

US – Caribbean Yacht  
Transport

We offer monthly sailings to and from:
Newport, RI • Freeport • Fort Lauderdale • St Thomas / 
Tortola • Guadeloupe • St Lucia • Barbados

Other ports available on request, subject to demand.  


