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Horizon Yacht Charters docks at True Blue Bay Marina, Grenada
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Breaking News!

We reported in last month’s Compass that legislation had been passed requiring
“all” air and sea carriers — including yachts — to submit passenger information in
advance when arriving at, and departing from, each of ten Caribbean Common
Market (CARICOM) member states. Participating countries are Jamaica, Antigua &
Barbuda, St. Kitts & Nevis, Dominica, Barbados, St. Lucia, St. Vincent & the
Grenadines, Grenada, Trinidad & Tobago and Guyana. 
As this issue of Compass is ready to go to press, with articles on pages 6 and 19
about the electronic Advance Passenger Information System (APIS), the difficulties it
presents for individual yachts, and its enforcement’s possible negative impact on
the Eastern Caribbean’s yachting industry as a whole, we have just received news
from Sharon McIntosh, Manager of the Caribbean Marine Association.
Sharon reports that the Director and the Compliance Manager of CARICOM’s
Implementation Agency for Crime and Security will be meeting soon with officers
and members of the Caribbean Marine Association to discuss the needs of the
yachting community regarding APIS.
We will have a report on the outcome of that meeting in the November 
issue of Compass.

New Extension Fee for Grenada

Yachting visitors to Grenada are currently being granted an initial stay of one
month by Immigration, after which an extension of stay in the country must be
applied for. On August 1st, 2007, Grenada’s Minister Responsible for Immigration
signed a new regulation requiring applicants for an extension to pay EC$25
(approximately US$9.35) for each month for which the extension of stay is granted. 
Cruising permit costs (ranging from EC$50 to EC$150, based on boat length) have
not changed, and are still valid for the duration of the yacht’s visit.
For more information visit www.grenadagrenadines.com.

Latest Wreck Dive for Carriacou

Max Nagel, President of the Grenada Scuba Diving Association, reports: On

September 10th a tugboat named Boris was sunk with the permission of the
Grenada Ports Authority in the waters off Carriacou, the largest island in the
Grenadines, to become a new dive site. Leading the project was the Grenada
Scuba Diving Association in conjunction with Jerry Stewart of Tyrrel Bay Yacht
Haulout, who generously donated this tugboat.

—Continued on next page 
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GRENADINES 
SAILS & CANVAS

BEQUIA
Come in and see us for all your SAILS & CANVAS needs

including CUSTOM-MADE stainless steel
BIMINI & DODGER frames at competitive prices

Located opposite G.Y.E.
(northern side of Admiralty Bay)
Tel (784) 457-3507 / 457-3527 (evenings)
e-mail: gsails@vincysurf.com    VHF Ch16/68

REPRESENTATIVE

CHRIS DOYLE'S GUIDES
Check out the features that make them 
the Caribbean's best sellers!

Full Color sketch charts 
Aerial and scenic color photography
Up-do-date, lively and relevant text
Downloadable waypoints

& updates on the web at 
www.doyleguides.com

“Have you got the latest Venezuela guide yet?”
All the info you need if you are planning a cruise!

—Continued from previous page
The Boris was sunk near a previously sunk ocean-going tug, the Westsider, creating
a unique “Twin Tugs” dive site. It will be interesting for divers to compare the rates of
marine growth and evolving fish habitat on the two vessels. These wreck dives add
variety to Carriacou’s existing natural reef and wall dive sites.
For more information contact scubamax@caribsurf.com.

Hurricane Season So Far…

As this issue of Compass goes to press, Hurricane Season 2007 is more than half
over. The two named storms having the greatest effect in the Caribbean so far,
Dean and Felix, both made their initial landfall in the Windward Islands and both
eventually became Category 5 hurricanes (the first time two Category 5 storms
have made landfall in a single season).
Hurricane Dean was a Category 2 hurricane when it swept through the channel

between the islands of St. Lucia and Martinique in the northern Windwards on
August 17th. Although crops, other vegetation, and some buildings and utilities on
those islands suffered, damage was minimized by the fact that the storm was mov-
ing relatively fast — approximately 25 miles per hour — so high winds did not last too
long. Dean then managed to avoid hitting any more landmasses until it reached
the other side of the Caribbean Sea, striking the coast of Mexico near the border
with Belize.
Tropical Depression Six was developing into Tropical Storm Felix, with winds of
approximately 50 knots, as it passed over Grenada in the southern Windwards in the
early hours of September 1st. Yachtsman John Burnie, manager of the Nautor’s
Swan charter base in Guadeloupe, tells Compass: “I was in True Blue Bay in the
southeast corner of Grenada. Between 4:00 and 5:00AM we had 45- to 55-knot
winds for a short period, indicating we were in the strong southern field of the storm.
I took some photos at that time, including ones of me getting very wet in my RIB
tender rescuing a yacht that broke free and ended up on the pontoon. So much
water and lightning I thought I was at a rave in a car wash!”
From Tyrrel Bay, Carriacou, where many yachts were sheltering in the mangrove
lagoon, Jerry Stewart of Tyrrel Bay Yacht Haulout reports: “The winds we got — north
through east to south — kept the seas down. Tyrrel Bay is fairly sheltered in these
conditions even with 40- to 45-knot winds.”
The US National Hurricane Center estimated that Felix attained hurricane status
early on September 2nd while located about 155 miles east-northeast of Bonaire.
The ABC islands received gusty winds and heavy rain. Hurricane Felix made landfall
just south of the border between Nicaragua and Honduras in a region known as the
Mosquito Coast.
See cruisers’ stories of Hurricanes Dean and Felix on pages 14 and 15.

Eight Bells

•  SIR JOHN COMPTON
St. Lucia’s Prime Minister John Compton died at age 82 on September 7th. Sir John,
who had the distinction of being St. Lucia’s first, fifth and eighth prime minister, was
born on the Grenadine island of Canouan on April 29th, 1925. 

—Continued on next page 

Carriacou’s mangroves provide a storm hide-away for yachts and local vessels. This
photo was taken as boats were sheltering from Hurricane Dean, whose eye passed
through the island chain well over a hundred miles to the north

The late Sir John Compton, at center, enjoying the Bequia Easter Regatta 
in April of this year
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—Continued from previous page
He attended Castries Intermediate School in St. Lucia
and worked in oil refineries in Curaçao for two years
before studying law and economics at the University
College of Wales and then earning a Bachelor’s degree
in Economics at the London School of Economics.
As well as being a lawyer, one-time labor leader and
farmer, John Compton was an enthusiastic yachts-
man, often attending area regattas and cruising in
the Windward Islands aboard the 36-foot Dickerson
ketch Sapphire with former St. Vincent & the
Grenadines Prime Minister Sir James Mitchell. A yacht
race from St. Lucia to Martinique and back was
named in Compton’s honor.
He was buried in St. Lucia on September 18th.
•  GUY DEAN
Sailor, artist and long-time Compass contributor Guy
Dean drowned in Benner Bay, St. Thomas, USVI on
August 30th. Guy cruised aboard Cocoa, a wooden
Bequia-built sloop, until it ended up on the beach at

Windward, Carriacou. He then lived ashore in Carriacou,
later moving to Bequia and, most recently, St. Thomas.
Guy was well-known as a signpainter, and his work can
be seen in establishments throughout the Grenadines. 
He is survived by his mother in the USA, a daughter work-
ing in Iraq, and other relatives and friends. His ashes will
be spread at sea at a date to be announced.

Cruisers’ Site-ings

Webmaster Denny Schlesinger reports: We at Bahia
Redonda Marina in Venezuela have added a translat-
ing dictionary to our website,
http://bahiaredonda.com/dictionary/dictionary.php,
for our English-speaking visitors heading south and for
our Spanish-speaking visitors heading north. The dic-
tionary currently has 250 entries, mostly words that
cruisers  use on a daily basis. Should a visitor search for
a word that is not in the dictionary, I am notified of the
missing word on a weekly basis and this allows me to
keep the dictionary up-to-date with the words people
are using. For more information contact
webmaster@bahiaredonda.com.
Check out the on-line market for boats, autos and
apartment rentals at  www.caribbean-market.com.
A new website, AudioSeaStories.com, brings the
enjoyment of books on tape into the electronic age
with ten newly released seafaring tales. Available for
download or on CD in two formats (MP3 or standard
audio CD), these books can be played on iPod or
similar players or on standard CD players.
AudioSeaStories.com has been created by Good Old
Boat magazine as a way to preserve classic tales of
the sea for a specialized niche of audiobook fans:
boaters and those who dream of the sea.

Charitable Writers

Who says cruisers are cheap? The following Compass
writers have donated the proceeds from recent arti-
cles to worthy local causes: Katrina Kelshall, to the
Trinidad & Tobago Youth Sailing Programme; Sid
Olshefski, to Fundación La Tortuga in Venezuela; Bill
and Bev Bate to the Schools Without Borders
Foundation; Peter Ashby and Karen Bradbeer, to St.
Benedict’s Infant Hospital in St. Vincent; John Rowland
to the Bequia Community High School Library; and
Melodye Pompa to the Carriacou Children’s
Educational Fund. Your generosity is appreciated!

PPrrooffeessssiioonnaall  YYaacchhtt  CCrreeww  CCoouurrsseess
Although experience remains an important part of a
professional yacht crew’s overall career develop-
ment, “sea time” is no longer enough.
The International Maritime Organization (IMO) con-
vention provides the minimum standards of qualifica-
tions required by crewmembers at various levels
depending upon vessel size. The 1995 STCW
Convention (Standard of Training, Certification and
Watchkeeping for Seafarers) establishes a baseline
standard for the training and education of seafarers
throughout the world. In 2002, the International STCW
95 convention went into full effect. Since then,
mariners on most seagoing commercial vessels,

including crew on large yachts, must be trained in
compliance with its provisions and carry certificates to
that effect. 
The first STCW’95 course for the upcoming yachting
season, offered by the Maritime School of the West
Indies in St. Maarten, will start on October 8th.
Crew working on vessels with paying passengers will
need to complete the official five-day STCW 95 basic
safety course comprising:
• Personal Safety & Social Responsibility
• Basic First Aid
• Basic Fire Fighting
• Basic Sea Survival
The ability to swim is a prerequisite for entering the
STCW’95 course.
For more information visit www.MSWI.org.

R.I.P.

Students enter engine room during shipboard 
fire-fighting training
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Advance 
Passenger Information 

for Yachts… 
or Not?

On August 11th, Penny Tyas wrote to
yachtbuddy.com: “This morning a cruising yachtsman
who arrived in [Antigua] waters some two weeks ago for
repairs and relaxation, went to clear out prior to his
departure tomorrow for islands south. Customs clear-
ance went according to plan, but he was informed that
he would have to come back in the afternoon to clear
Immigration, and he was given a form to complete.

“This afternoon he presented himself with all his doc-
umentation and the completed form, but then learned
that the form was no longer sufficient, and since July
31st it has become a requirement to complete an
Advance Passenger Information System form on-line.

“The frustrated Captain was left no choice but to
arrange to go back a third time to Immigration in order
to get the required clearance to leave the country.…”

Other visiting yacht skippers reported similar expe-
riences in Antigua. One of them mentioned the web-
site address he’d been given — www.caricomeapis.org
— where the Advance Passenger Information System
(APIS) filing requirements can be found. 

Via the website, Compass contacted the Joint
Regional Communications Centre (JRCC) of the
Caribbean Common Market (CARICOM) in Barbados.
We were told: “Legislation has been passed which pro-
vides for an obligation for Advance Passenger
Information to be transmitted to the ten participating
Member States… for ALL air and sea carriers arriving
at, and departing from each Member State.”
Participating CARICOM member states are Jamaica,
Antigua & Barbuda, St. Kitts & Nevis, Dominica,
Barbados, St. Lucia, St. Vincent & the Grenadines,
Grenada, Trinidad & Tobago and Guyana. These
countries became collectively known as a “Single
Domestic Space” during the Cricket World Cup
matches held in the Caribbean earlier this year.

By registering on the website, the masters of said air
and sea carriers find and fill out a detailed form which
asks for information such as passengers’ names,
nationalities and passport numbers, and the vessel or
aircraft’s dates and times (in hours and minutes) of
departure and arrival. 

The JRCC tells us that the form can be submitted by
filling it in on-line using the XLS format available on
the website, by creating an XML file (using their XML
schema) and sending it as an e-mail attachment (to
maritime@impacsjrcc.org), or by filling in the on-line
form and faxing it (to 246 228-4040). The fax option is
to be used in the event of failure or unavailability of
electronic equipment.

Submissions must be made according to a strict
timetable relevant to times of departure and/or
arrival, with different advance times depending on
whether you are arriving in, departing from, or travel-
ing within the CARICOM Single Domestic Space.

Or first thoughts were, “Yachtspeople are tourists —
are they really going to made to jump through such
complicated bureaucratic hoops when visiting the
Caribbean?” And, if so, “This is bad news for the yacht
tourism industry.”

The Problems With Yachts
It’s a challenge to facilitate yacht tourism in a single

cruising area with a dozen national borders, but the
introduction of single-page Customs and Immigration
clearance forms in many CARICOM countries, such as
Grenada and St. Vincent & the Grenadines, have
made yacht clearance a breeze. But filing Advance
Passenger Information (API) is not going to be plain
sailing for yachts. Unlike commercial aircraft and
cruiseships, it’s virtually impossible for the average
yacht — especially a sailing yacht — to state with any
accuracy the time in hours, much less minutes, when
it will arrive in port. 

Sailing between the islands, depending on wind,
currents and sea states encountered once underway,
the prudent small boat skipper will often elect to tuck
into an intermediate harbor and wait for better condi-
tions before proceeding to his destination, sometimes
waiting days for a suitable “weather window”. Sailing
northward in the Grenadines, for example, we’ve wait-
ed a couple of days in the Tobago Cays for near gale-
force reinforced northerly tradewinds to abate. If, like
the Cays, one’s intermediate “harbor of refuge” does
not have the facilities required to submit a revised API
form, what to do? 

Unlike mega-yachts which might have high-speed

internet connection gear aboard, the average private
yachtsman is dependent on seeking out shoreside
internet cafés or finding good anchorage WiFi. The
majority of private yacht owners are going to look at
the required on-line time as onerous — even when the
internet is up and running well, never mind when it’s
got the hiccups. [For example, in Bequia, a major port
of entry and departure for yachts, on the morning of
September 21st, 2007, the internet service was com-
pletely down for some three hours.]

Bareboats, of course, do not come with laptops
aboard and vacationers aren’t going to take precious
hours out of a ten-day, three-country cruise through
the Windwards or Leewards to pay to sit at an internet
café every couple of days and transmit forms. (Think,
there are over 700 bareboats in Martinique, all want-
ing to cross two of the affected national borders just to
visit the Grenadines.) These boaters would no doubt
phone or radio the charter company’s base to say, for
example “We’re leaving Soufriere sometime tomorrow
bound for Bequia, but if the wind is light we might
stop in Wallilabou overnight….” and ask the base per-
sonnel to attempt to file accurate API forms for them. 

Pondering the logistical nightmare that API for
yachts would represent, we had another look at the
on-line form. It has room for 1,000 passenger names.
Do non-professionals know the “5 Letter Port Code” for
their vessel’s last port of call? Surely, we thought, this
is meant for cruise ships and airlines!

We phoned back to the JRCC to ask whether yachts
were, in fact, included in the requirement to file API.
We hoped to hear that recreational vessels, at least,
were exempt, but were told that “ALL sea carriers”
(emphasis theirs) should indeed include yachts. We
were also told that JRCC believes that all ten CARI-
COM countries involved should currently be requiring
yachts to transmit Advance Passenger Information.

This was puzzling. The Advance Passenger
Information System supposedly went into effect in
CARICOM countries from February 1, 2007. But so far,
we’d only heard of yachts being asked to supply API
when leaving Antigua, nowhere else. We phoned the
head Immigration office in one of the other CARICOM
countries listed, and were told that although they were
aware of the APIS, they were not requiring yachts to
comply, at least not for the time being, because “the
system is not yet fully operational”. Immigration per-
sonnel at another office told us they were unaware of
such legislation. Yachting concerns in another CARI-
COM country reported that “There has been no
announcement here about these measures.” And from
yet another country, a yacht-businessman reported:
“Immigration here is actually very good at understand-
ing the potential problems and needs of the yachting
sector. What we’re definitely trying to avoid is the con-
fusion currently being experienced in Antigua.”

A Little History
APIS was developed by the former US Customs

Service in 1988, in cooperation with the former US
Immigration and Naturalization Service and the airline
industry. At that time, participation was voluntary.

In October, 2001, the United Nations Security Council,
“reaffirming its unequivocal condemnation of the terror-
ist acts that took place in New York, Washington, DC,
and Pennsylvania on 11 September”, adopted Resolution
1373: “a wide-ranging, comprehensive resolution with
steps and strategies to combat international terrorism”. 

—Continued on next page 

‘Intelligence sources report 

that no specific, credible 

terrorist threats to maritime 

security exist in the Caribbean’
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REAL SAILORS 
BUY STREET’S GUIDES

Real sailors use Street’s Guides for inter-island and harbor
piloting directions, plus interesting anecdotes of people,
places and history. Street’s Guides are the only ones that
describe ALL the anchorages in the Eastern Caribbean.

Real sailors also buy the other guides, that have pretty
pictures and describe hotels, bars, restaurants and
anchorages that are popular with bareboaters.

Real sailors circle in Street’s Guide the anchorages that
are not described in the other guides. This enables them
to find quiet anchorages far from “The Madding Crowd”.

Street’s Guides are available 
at bookshops and chandleries, or from

www.iUniverse.com and www.seabooks.com

STREET’S GUIDES
ARE MORE ECONOMICAL!

Written by an author with 50 years of sailing 
experience in the Caribbean, the series’ four volumes

cover the Eastern Caribbean from Puerto Rico 
down through the islands and

the coast of Venezuela to the ABCs.

Flyingfish Ventures Ltd
Marine Surveyors, Grenada

Marine Survey throughout the Caribbean

PURCHASE – INSURANCE - DAMAGE

Bob Goodchild
Accredited Marine Surveyor

Society of Accredited Marine Surveyors

RYA Ocean Yachtmaster (Commercial)

Accreditation - American Boat and Yacht Council

Tel: Grenada (+1 473) 407 4388     
surveyor@flyingfishventures.com

CARRIACOU REAL ESTATE

Land and houses for sale
For full details see our website:

www.islandvillas.com
or contact Carolyn Alexander at

Down Island Ltd

e-mail: islander@caribsurf.com

Tel: (473) 443 8182   Fax: (473) 443 8290

We also handle Villa Rentals &
Property Management on Carriacou

—Continued from previous page
(According to www.un.org, the Resolution was passed
in a night meeting which began at 10:50PM and
adjourned at 10:53PM!) The Resolution states: “States
should… prevent the movement of terrorists or their
groups by effective border controls” and “take the nec-
essary steps to prevent the commission of terrorist
acts, including by provision of early warning to other
States by exchange of information”. Resolution 1373
urged, but did not require, UN member states to take
measures to counter terrorism. Even those countries
with a negligible threat of attacks adopted new anti-ter-
rorism legislation.

Beginning in October, 2005, all commercial vessels
regardless of size or flag were required to file advance
notices of arrival electronically when arriving in the
United States. A rule posted in the Federal Register
made the electronic forms (e-NOA/D, or Electronic
Notice Of Arrival/Departure) mandatory for commer-
cial passenger vessels, including charter yachts. 

The “Revised Notice of Arrival/Departure” require-
ments came into force in the CARICOM states on
January 1st, 2007, with an interim period until
February 1st. The intention was to provide a secure
Single Domestic Space for the duration of the Cricket
World Cup 2007, when matches were held in several
different islands from February to May, and to facili-
tate the resultant travel of exceptionally large num-
bers of people between the islands. Although Cricket
World Cup 2007 is long gone, Diane Hazzard of
CARICOM’s JRCC, writes, “Please be advised that
[although the] obligation for submission of Advance
Passenger Information… was introduced during
Cricket World Cup [it] remains in effect as this is not
a sunset legislation.”

Implementation Caribbean Style?
Concerned about the possible effect of this massive

new coil of red tape on the Eastern Caribbean’s yacht-
tourism industry, we spoke with the President of the
Caribbean Marine Association, Keats Compton. The
Caribbean Marine Association brings together repre-
sentatives of national recreational marine trade asso-
ciations throughout the region. 

After speaking with Keats, it is our understanding
that although these ten CARICOM states have agreed
to require API from “ALL air and sea carriers”, it is now
up to the Parliament of each of these individual sover-
eign countries to pass the relevant legislation to make
it their national law. Could this be the reason that
requiring API from yachts has only raised its head in
Antigua? And could the other countries still have time
to fine-tune their own legislation to protect the yacht-
ing sector of their economies?

One option would be to exempt non-commercial ves-
sels. If the US — the main terrorist target, but not a
country that relies heavily on yacht tourism —
exempted yachts that are not carrying passengers for
hire in its 2005 legislation, could CARICOM countries
not at least do the same?

But the commercial charter trade is also a vital part
of the yacht tourism sector. When, starting in October,
2005, it was required that all passenger-carrying com-
mercial vessels traveling between US and foreign
waters transmit information about passengers and
crew to Homeland Security before departure and
return, the US Virgin Islands’ yacht charter industry
was thrown into turmoil. Their usual destinations were
in the British Virgins. Representatives of the marine
recreation industry in the USVI met with members of
the US Department of Homeland Security, US Customs
and Border Protection and island government officials
to discuss the burden that e-NOA/D placed on charter
yachts and other businesses, such as dive shops, that
travel between the USVI and BVI. Some yacht charter
clearing houses responded by offering “e-NOA/D serv-
ice” to their clients. USVI Delegate to Congress Donna
Christensen told the media, “…we continue to press for
relief from the regulations impacting our charter boats
and charter yacht operators….” 

Due to Congresswoman Christensen’s efforts, in
2006 an amendment was passed which required the
Secretary of Homeland Security to study and report
back to Congress on the impact of the Advance
Passenger Information System on charter boat opera-
tors in the territory. Although the Department of
Homeland Security ultimately rejected the granting of
a waiver for the USVI, advance notice requirements
there were eased in consideration of the territory’s
yachting industry. For example, the 24-hour notice
was reduced to one hour to allow charter boats to
accept last-minute bookings.

Even better for CARICOM than exempting non-com-
mercial vessels from API, as the US has done, would
be to exempt all vessels with less than a certain ton-
nage, providing relief to the sub-region’s important
charter yacht trade.

Currently, API is required for vessels when moving
within the CARICOM Single Domestic Space, as well

as when arriving at and departing from the CARICOM
Single Domestic Space. Wouldn’t the concept of a
Single Domestic Space, as well as the tourism sector,
be better served if visiting yachts only had to file elec-
tronic API to their first port of entry in CARICOM and
from their final port of departure? The beauty of elec-
tronic submission is that the information is computer-
ized and therefore easily exchangeable between
authorities in all CARICOM countries: the information
would be at hand when yachts did their normal
national clearances.

In any case, now that CARICOM citizens are increas-
ingly required to have machine-readable passports,
the time must be at hand when all CARICOM ports of
entry will have passport-reading machines. This
should enable Immigration officers to easily forward
passenger data to the JRCC electronically when a
yacht clears out, potentially eliminating the need for
the visitors themselves to do so.

Interestingly, the ferries shuttling large numbers of
passengers back and forth daily between the USVI and
BVI were granted exemption from API filing, although
commercial yachts were not. According to USVI Port
Authority Chief Director William Westman, as quoted
in Caribbean Net News, “The ferry boat operators in
the northeast US carried thousands of commuters
each day back and forth to work in Canada…. That
group had a strong lobby support system in place to
advocate for their interests.” In the end, is getting an
exemption merely a case of having a sufficiently strong
lobby system?

Risk Assessment: War on Terrorism or 
War on Tourism?

According to US Customs and Border Protection,
information obtained via the APIS “will be used to per-
form counterterrorism, law enforcement, and public
security queries to identify risks to the aircraft or ves-
sel, to its occupants, or to the United States….” The
APIS is being applied in the Caribbean largely for the
benefit of the United States, as a good neighbor policy,
as unarguably there could be anti-US terrorists found
anywhere. 

On the other hand, anti-Caribbean terrorism is
practically unheard of. According to the US
Government Accountability Office, although security
at Caribbean commercial port facilities (through
which goods bound for US ports and cruise ships
carrying US citizens travel) may be a concern, “intel-
ligence sources report that no specific, credible ter-
rorist threats to maritime security exist in the
Caribbean Basin”. How great, then, are the potential
terrorism and public security threats presented by
yachts to either the countries of CARICOM or to the
US? In contrast, what is the economic value to CARI-
COM of yachts’ ease of movement between its mem-
ber states? 

Will anyone check to see that the names given on
the API form are really the people, and only those
people, aboard a departing or arriving yacht? Even
assuming a terrorist participates in API and uses his
real identity, if a name raises a red flag at JRCC, who
is responsible for preventing the yacht from leaving
port with that person aboard or detaining the sus-
pect at the next port? If a yacht skipper hasn’t been
able to file an API for some reason, will he be tempt-
ed to not clear in at the next island? Odds are,
nobody will check; most CARICOM countries’ law
enforcement services are already stretched too thin
by the war on drugs to make sure that all yachties
have done their paperwork. There are thousands of
yachts sailing from country to country in the Eastern
Caribbean. What would the direct (not to mention
indirect) cost of enforcing their API compliance be to
small island nations? 

In summary, demanding API from yachts in the
Eastern Caribbean is unlikely to help the war on ter-
ror, strict enforcement and thorough follow-up would
be an additional burden on law-enforcement agencies
in the countries involved, and it is quite likely to harm
the sub-region’s valuable yacht-tourism industry. 

As Penny Tyas wrote from Antigua, “How is it that in
a country relying so heavily on tourism, a large part of
which is wrapped up in the yachting industry, there is
so little effort put in by government bodies to relieve
the pressures of bureaucracy…? How can we continue
to promote Antigua as a superior yachting destination
when Captains are confronted by bureaucratic proce-
dures that cannot be anticipated or investigated and
cannot be practically upheld? If a person cannot even
leave the country without bureaucratic headaches,
how can we possibly persuade him to return?”

See related commentary by Chris Doyle on page 19.
[Editor’s note: As mentioned in this month’s Info &

Updates (see page 5), as this issue of Compass was
ready to go to press, we received news that CARICOM
officials will be meeting shortly with members of the
Caribbean Marine Association to discuss the needs of
the yachting community regarding APIS.]

IT PAYS TO ADVERTISE IN CARIBBEAN COMPASS!
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Business Briefs
Pre-Season Charter Yacht Shows 

• VIRGIN ISLANDS ANNUAL CHARTERYACHT LEAGUE
SHOW: NOVEMBER 7 TO 10, 2007
The 33rd Annual Virgin Islands Charteryacht League
Show is inviting all term-charter yachts, charter yacht
brokers and marine-related exhibitors to attend the
first yacht show held at the new Yacht Haven Grande
Marina, St. Thomas, USVI. The grand opening Black &
White Signature Gala is scheduled for the evening of
November 8th with USVI Governor John deJongh offi-
ciating. Yacht check-in is on November 7th. Yacht
Haven Grande is offering specially discounted dock-
age rates to charter yacht show participants, effec-
tive November 7th through 11th.
For more information visit www.VICL.org, or e-mail
viclboatshow@gmail.com.
• MYBA ST. MAARTEN CHARTER YACHT SHOW: 
DECEMBER 3 TO 7, 2007
Still managed by the St. Maarten Marine Trades
Association, but now on behalf of new owners MYBA,
the St. Maarten show will once again be held at the
Yacht Club Port de Plaisance. Both the MYBA and the
SMMTA have declared their commitment to bringing
the standards and quality which have become syn-
onymous with the MYBA Charter Show in Genoa,
while at the same time preserving the Caribbean flair
and excitement of St. Maarten. 
The Hospitality and Exhibition centre, reorganized to
maximize attendee convenience, will contain a busi-
ness centre, bar and food court and complimentary
wireless internet.
Registration is now open at 
www.mybacaribbeanshow.com.
• ANTIGUA CHARTER YACHT MEETING: 
DECEMBER 5 TO 10, 2007
The Antigua Charter Yacht Meeting invites all charter
yachts, management representatives, charter agents,
press and non-exhibiting marine vendors to register for
the 46th Annual Antigua Charter Yacht Show. Yachts
will be on show at three marinas in Antigua: Nelson’s
Dockyard Marina, The Antigua Yacht Club Marina
and the Falmouth Harbour Marina. A complimentary
shuttle service will take participants between the

three marinas. Security personnel will be on hand at
each marina to carefully screen visitors.
Also, 24-hour complimentary airport taxi transfers to hotels
will be available December 4th, 5th and 6th, but must be
booked in advance through the show’s website.
For more information visit
www.antiguayachtshow.com or e-mail
info@antiguayachtsnow.com. 

Port Louis Grenada Welcomes its First Yacht

When North Carolina yachtsman Fred Mittermeir
sailed into Grenada last month on his 58-foot yacht

Rhapsody, he became the first to officially moor a
yacht at the new Port Louis Marina. Fred and his wife
had sailed from St. Maarten to Grenada and are
planning to spend the next four months at the new
Port Louis Marina. “I feel at home already!” said Fred
as he disembarked to have a drink at the new
Victory Bar. 
Marina and Village Manager Danny Donelan com-
mented, “The yachting sector is one of the fastest-
growing tourism markets. We at Port Louis Grenada
intend to capitalize on that niche by providing the

best service to our visiting yachter. The Port Louis mari-
na development will preserve the natural beauty of
the area while providing some of the best facilities for
all types of yachts, their owners and the residents of
the village. I am excited that we have just welcomed
our first customer!”
The Port Louis Marina is expected to be opening
Phase One of the Marina by December 1st. All other
vessels that anchor in the lagoon waters can continue
to do so at their own risk until Port Louis deems the
area safe by completing a full dredging 
of the seabed.  
For more information visit www.portlouisgrenada.com.

New Website for Yacht Charterers

Newly launched site TheCharterList.com gives access
to comprehensive listings and ratings for yacht char-
ters and boating courses around the world.
TheCharterList.com allows consumers to subscribe to a
feed for the particular charter they want. You sub-
scribe your feed into an online homepage, e-mail
client or save it into your web browser, then just wait
for details on available charters to be sent to you.
Charter offers are presented in a complete, concise
and strictly formatted way so consumers can com-
pare them quickly and easily, then contact the char-
ter company or agency directly for more details.
TheCharterList.com is a totally novel internet concept,
not just for yacht charter but in the way it uses feeds
to broadcast offers to consumers.
Ben Eliott, Director, said, “TheCharterList.com’s feeds
are an innovative new way for holiday-makers to con-
nect with yacht charters around the world.
Consumers can now find those hard-to-reach charter
companies and have a hotline to grab the latest and
best charter offers as soon as they hit the market. The
quality scores also provide a first objective standard
for the industry to which everyone can contribute.” 
An important feature of TheCharterList.com is the ”quality
score” assigned to every offer, which reflects user feed-
back and will ultimately amount to a service history for
the company who posts the offer. All charter companies
will start with “5” rating: reliable companies will increase
their score, unreliable ones will not, so over time with user
feedback, the quality scores will become an increasingly
useful gauge for consumers. 
For more information visit www.thecharterlist.com. 
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Contact John Louis • 876-715-6044 • 876-873-4412
e-mail: info@errolflynnmarina.com • VHF Channel 16
www.errolflynnmarina.com Navigating the good life

Out of the Water Storage Up to 95 Feet

The only 100-ton travel lift in this part of the
Caribbean, servicing yachts up to 95' in length.

� �

PROTECT YOUR INVESTMENT ON 
THE WATER THIS HURRICANE SEASON

� Full Service Marina

� 100 Ton Travel-lift

� 24 Hour Fuel

� Paint Sheds

� Engine and Part Specialists

� Duty Free Zone in Marina

� Protected Harbor

� Depth Up to 25 Feet at Face Dock

� Open Air Market 1 Minute by Foot

� Downtown Nightlife

� 24 Hour Security Gated Marina

� Restaurant, Beach Bar & Grille

Introducing the NEW

Errol Flynn Marina & Boatyard
PORT  ANTONIO, JAMAICA

REGATTA
NEWS
St. Lucia Yacht Club Goes Hairless!

Ted Bull reports: In a unique sacrifice, a St. Lucia Yacht
Club member, a sailing coach, one of the club’s bar
staff and the club manager recently were the subjects

of a “shear off” at the clubhouse to raise funds to
enable underprivileged kids to join SLYC’s junior sailing
programme. MC for the afternoon event, Michael
Bryant, took the floor with a set of clippers and invited
the audience to bid for the privilege of hair-cutting.
Sailing school youngsters took great delight in the
opportunity of styling an adult’s hair. To make sure that
the benevolent “models” were fit to be seen on the
streets again, a professional barber was on hand to
clean up the butchery of the excited amateurs. Finally
the manager’s wife, Michelle, stepped in and gave her
husband the “wet shave look” to the amusement of all. 

SLYC members, parents of youth sailors, and club staff
all chipped in for this worthy cause and EC$6,000 was
raised. As a result, three youngsters from the area are
signed into the programme and already enthusiasti-
cally learning to sail.
For more information visit www.stluciayacht.com.

British Virgin Islands Youth Sailing Camp

Emma Paul reports: Fifty children from Tortola and

Virgin Gorda took part in the Royal BVI Yacht Club’s
seven-week 2007 Summer Camp program, having fun
on the water while learning basic skills and safety.
When the children weren’t sailing they kayaked,
swam and learned about the surrounding mangroves
and lagoons. The highlight of each week was the
Friday fun day, sailing IC24s to Peter Island and
Norman Island. Many of the children were new to sail-
ing but all have caught the bug with at least one
young lady saying she wants a boat for her birthday! 
The sailing camps are open to all children and this
year Island Shipping and Trading as well as RBVIYC

members sponsored children from low-income homes
to make sure as many as possible had a fun time. All
participants of the summer camp were invited to the
Back to School Disco on September 8th.
The Royal BVI Yacht Club is a Not for Profit
Organisation and the National Federation for Sailing in
the British Virgin Islands. The RBVIYC runs sailing events
for everyone from beginners to potential Olympic
hopefuls in all sizes of boats from Optimist dinghies to

mega-yachts. The RBVIYC is located on Road Reef,
Tortola with a year-round watersports programme,
social programme and restaurant.
For more information contact emma@rbviyc.com.

7th Edition of Guadeloupe’s Triskell Cup

On the 2nd, 3rd and 4th of November, the 7th edition
of the now famous Triskell Cup will take place in
Pointe-à-Pitre, Guadeloupe. 
In 2006, 83 teams representing almost 600 sailors
aboard boats ranging from a Sun Fast 37 to a Swan
63, competed on the waters of the Cul de Sac Marin
in front of Gosier Island. Organizers hope for a fleet of
up to 90 boats this year.

—Continued on next page

Some of the 50 kids that took part in the Royal BVI
Yacht Club’s 2007 Summer Camp program

SLYC staff member Randy went from a ponytail to a
close shave to help raise funds for young sailors



O
C

TO
BE

R
 2

00
7 

  
  

C
A

R
IB

BE
A

N
 C

O
M

PA
SS

  
  

 P
A

G
E 

10
 

—Continued from previous page
Thanks to the La Rochelle (France) Regatta Society,
the winning crew of La Rochelle International Week
received six round-trip flights from the tour operator
Nouvelles Antilles.com and an eight-day charter
aboard an Archambeau 40 offered by Autremer
Concept in Martinique, which will enable them to par-
ticipate in Triskell Cup 2007.
Crews from Nancy, Cherbourg and Brittany are also
expected as well as crews from Antigua, Martinique
and Dominica. Italians have also expressed interest.
Day One will feature two races and a cocktail party.
Day Two’s two races will be followed by dinner and a
show with zouk music. On Sunday, two more races will
be run before the prizegiving ceremony at the Marina
Bas-du-Fort. All this is included in the single fee of
around 45 Euro per crewmember.
For more information see ad on next page.

New ‘Triangle Emeraude’ Rally

Organized by Saint François Yacht Club of
Guadeloupe and organization committees from

Dominica, Les Saintes and Marie Galante, the Triangle
Emeraude rally is supported by Saint François “Station
Nautique” and Guadeloupe Regional Council.
The first edition will take place from November 5th to
11th, sailing from Saint François on the south coast of
Guadeloupe to Les Saintes, Dominica, Marie Galante
and back to Saint François. At stopovers, games are
organized to compete physically and intellectually on
local themes.
Sailors from all Caribbean islands are more than welcome.
For more information visit triangle-emeraude.com.

Third Annual Golden Rock Regatta

Bea Hootsmans reports: This year’s multi-island Golden
Rock Regatta will take place from the 12th to the 16th
of November.
The Regatta was started by Juul Hermsen of the
Netherlands to promote the small Island of St. Eustatius
(Statia), Netherlands Antilles. Juul has been a familiar
figure at sailing events held in St. Maarten and other

Caribbean islands. He started the Golden Rock
Regatta in 2005 with six entries.
We have changed this year’s regatta route. On the
first day the fleet leaves Great Bay, St. Maarten with a
short race to St. Barths (13 nm). The next day on to
Statia (33 nm), with the third race to St. Kitts along the
leeward side (40 nm). On Day Four the fleet returns to
Statia via the windward side of St. Kitts (34 nm). Finally
on the fifth day, the reverse feeder race takes the
fleet back to Oyster Pond, St. Martin (38 nm).
For armchair sailors, we have contracted Star Tracking to
equip all participating yachts with a tracker which will
transmit each yacht’s position every 30 minutes,
enabling sponsors, friends and relatives to follow events
as they unfold on the Golden Rock Regatta website. We
believe this to be a first in the Caribbean! With three of
the races being pursuit races, it will be interesting to see
the boats start bunching up as they approach the finish.
Seven Sun Fast 37s of the Guadeloupe Sailing Team are
being moved to St. Martin to be available for charter in
the regatta. So far, three US teams have signed up. For
single persons wanting to take part, Windward
Adventures has chartered the gaff-rigged schooner
Passaat. This will give Klaas van Duuren’s team on Kate,
the newly-built 1906 design, a boat to race against!
For more information visit
www.goldenrockregatta.com.

St. Maarten-St. Martin Classic On-Line Video

A regatta for old boats has a modern twist in promo-
tion. A video promotion trailer for the St. Maarten-St.
Martin Classic Yacht Regatta 2008 can now be
viewed on line at www.RegattaSailing.tv,
www.YouTube.com and several other websites.

Gardel Trophy Regatta

The Yacht Club of St. François, Guadeloupe, with the
support of Sucrerie Gardel, the government of
Guadeloupe, the Station Nautique and the Tourism
Office of Saint François will sponsor a regatta on the
17th and 18th of March, 2008. One leg will take com-
petitors to the nature reserve island of Petite Terre, fol-
lowed by two coastal courses around the buoys. All
are welcome.
For more information contact ycsf.gpe@orange.fr

Fishing Lines

•  CONSERVATION WORKS FOR MARLIN AND SPORTSMEN
Carol Bareuther reports: The San Juan, Puerto Rico-
based Cabo 40, Peje, owned by Carlos Garcia, swept
the Top Boat and Top Angler awards at the 35th
Annual USVI Open/Atlantic Blue Marlin Tournament
held August 25th through 29th. With 11 blue marlin
releases to their credit, Peje won Top Boat, while Peje
angler, Luis Nevarez, released six of these to take the
Top Angler prize and pocket $10,000 in cash.
Garcia said, “In all, we saw 27 fish in four days of fishing
and released 11. That’s pretty amazing. I mean, we’ve
fished this tournament for seven or eight years now and
the bite is always good, but this year it was incredible. I
think the conservation effort, releasing blue marlin, is
paying off. We’re glad to be a part of that.” 
This year set an all-time tournament record with 207
blue marlin released by anglers aboard the 37-boat
fleet. This also marks the 20th year since a blue marlin
was boated or killed in the tournament. Anglers earn
points for releasing a fish, and it is the number of fish

released and who releases that number first that wins
the tournament.
Proceeds from the tournament benefit the Virgin
Islands Council of the Boy Scouts of America.

•  GUADELOUPE FISHING TOURNAMENT
The second fishing tournament organized by the
Guadeloupe Fishing Club will take place between
October 31st and November 3rd, at Marina Bas du
Fort in Pointe-à-Pitre. This international tournament
welcomes all participants from neighbouring islands.
Twenty boats have registered already, including
anglers from Antigua, Barbados, Saint Martin, Sint
Maarten, Saint Barthelemy, Saint Lucia, Grenada and
Martinique. 
For more information phone (590 690) 554 662, e-mail
gm-rosemond@wanadoo.fr or visit www.guadeloupe-
fishingclub.com.

Happy Halloween!

‘Optimistic’ holiday pumpkins carved by boating pho-

tographer Dean Barnes of St. Thomas, USVI, and his
dinghy-racing daughter Nikki. 

Got Regatta News? Send it to 
sally@caribbeancompass.com.

Left to right: 2nd mate William Oquendo, Captain
Victor Gonzalez, angler Carlos Chapel, angler
Christina Romero, owner/angler Carlos Garcia, angler
Luís Nevarez, observer Rick Alvarez; seated, 1st mate
Juan Garcia
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—Continued from previous page
Puerto Rican Racer’s European Debut

Puerto Rican businessman Tom Hill finished third in rac-
ing division at this year’s Maxi Yacht Rolex Cup held
September 2nd through 8th at the Yacht Club Costa
Smeralda on the Italian island of Sardinia. Hosted in its
18th year on the waters off Porto Cervo, the event
featured 38 of the world’s fastest megayachts. Eleven
countries were represented.
Hill’s 76-foot Reichel/Pugh-designed Titan XII finished

top-three in four races and dropped a fourth from her
score line to finish on 11 points, just two points out of
second and third-place overall, which tied on point
scores and had to be determined by tie-breaker
rules. More usually witnessed dominating the racing
stage in the Caribbean and eastern seaboard of the
USA, this was Titan’s first venture into European waters.

Jamaica Tourist Board in Global Yacht Race

The Jamaica Tourist Board fielded an entry in the
Clipper Round the World Yacht Race for the first time
as one of the yachts competing in the 2007-2008 edi-
tion of the race bears the name of the Caribbean
nation. Jamaica was officially named in Albert Dock,
Liverpool, England, on September 15th in a ceremony
attended by sailing legend Sir Robin Knox-Johnston,
Chairman of Clipper Ventures Plc. Jamaica will com-
pete alongside yachts representing cities including
New York, Glasgow, Singapore, Durban and
Qingdao, and the state of Western Australia.
The racing fleet, which started in Liverpool on
September 16th, will call into Port Antonio, Jamaica,
during the 35,000-mile circumnavigation. The Clipper
fleet has enjoyed the country’s hospitality before. The
ten 68-foot ocean racing yachts berthed at Errol
Flynn Marina in Port Antonio during a port visit on the
Clipper ’05-’06 Race. The fleet is due to arrive in Port
Antonio, Jamaica on May 19th, 2008 and will leave
on the start of leg seven on 25 May, heading north
towards New York. 
The Jamaica Tourist Board’s Regional Director,
UK/Northern Europe, Elizabeth Fox said, “We’re
delighted to be a part of this exciting yacht race
which will bring both the island of Jamaica and the

charming harbour of Port Antonio under the interna-
tional spotlight.” Each of the ten crews competing in
the race chooses a boat song to help them on their
way and, not surprisingly, the music of Bob Marley will
accompany Jamaica’s arrival and departure from
ports around the world. 

New Sponsor for Grenada Workboats

Digicel are the new title sponsors of the WorkBoat
Regatta that will be held over the weekend of
January 26th and 27th, 2008, in conjunction with the
Port Louis Grenada Sailing Festival.
Every year, sailors from the tri-island state of Grenada,
Carriacou and Petite Martinique come to Grand Anse
Beach on Grenada for two days of racing in various
classes of locally built wooden boats. The weekend
culminates with class winners match-racing for the
title of Skipper of the Year in identical GSF 16s. All

weekend long, music, competitions, drink and food,
keep both locals and visitors entertained.
Digicel arrived in Grenada in 2003 and quickly estab-
lished themselves as a force to be reckoned with in
mobile telecommunications, involving the company
in many aspects of Grenadian life, Carnival and crick-
et to name just two. Port Louis Grenada Sailing
Festival are delighted to have them join the team.
For more information on the Port Louis Grenada
Sailing Festival visit www.grenadasailingfestival.com.

Heineken Continues with St. Maarten Regatta

Frank Hoedemaker, commodore of the Sint Maarten
Yacht Club, and John Leone, Managing Director of
Heineken NV recently finalized the sponsorship agree-
ment for the 2008, 2009 and 2010 Sint Maarten
Heineken regattas. Commodore Hoedemaker stated
that “negotiations were intense, and in the end both
parties’ goals and needs for the upcoming event
were met. It is a pleasure to work with Heineken once
again and we look forward to a long and fruitful rela-
tionship.” Heineken NV has been a long-time sponsor
of the regatta with 28 years of cooperation. “We are
extremely happy to continue our partnership with the
St. Maarten Yacht Club. We feel the St. Maarten
Heineken Regatta continues to grow in quality and
importance to both the sailing world and the island of
St. Maarten/St. Martin. This is really a world class event
and we should all be very proud of what we have
created together,” said Leone.
The regatta is scheduled to take place March 6th to
9th 2008, with the additional day of sailing for 2008,
the Budget Marine Commodore’s Cup, to take
place on the 6th. With over 250 entries in 2007, the
regatta organization is expecting about the same
turnout for 2008.
For more information on the St. Maarten Heineken
Regatta visit www.heinekenregatta.com.

The Puerto Rico-based Titan XII translated well i
n Europe

Competitive workboat races are a highlight at
Grenada’s annual Sailing Festival
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Horizon Yacht Management . . . 
             a dedicated private management service.

Antigua
Grenada
St. Martin

268 562 4725
473 439 1000
599 544 3329

info@antiguahorizon.com
horizonyachts@spiceisle.com

horizonsxm@gmail.com

Authorized dealers  

Secure Moorings & Dockage  Routine Maintenance  

Technical Installations New and Used Yacht Brokerage 

Full Service Marinas Professional Delivery

Three great locations, one great management service

 www.horizonyachtmanagement.com    
www.horizon-yacht-sales.com

Horizon
Yacht Management

I’d heard about The Race from a friend back in
England, this mad powerboat race from Trinidad to
Tobago. At the beginning of July my husband and I
sailed from Tobago to Trinidad in our Oceanis 411,
Alhambra. As we were surfing along the waves at
about eight knots along the northern coast of
Trinidad, I remember thinking what it must be like
travelling at 100kph back toward Tobago in a three-
man “rocket-boat”, in a race!

Having spent nearly six weeks in Chaguaramas Bay we
moved around to the TTSA (Trinidad & Tobago Sailing
Association) anchorage. It is much calmer here in a south-
westerly, plus there’s a pool to take a dip in on a hot after-
noon. We checked with Trinidad & Tobago Powerboat
Association website (www.ttpba.com) to see when The
Great Race was to be held and confirmed the route and
start times: 7:30AM Saturday 25th August for the first
start, followed by two other races, with the BIG powerful
boats last. 

During the past few weeks in Chaguaramas Bay, we
had seen (they were a bit hard to miss) a couple of the
racing powerboats coming into refuel at the dock. They
would drive slowly out of the anchorage before putting
on the power to test their machines one more time. A
colossal roar of engines and they were gone, leaving
only their burst of spray to settle on the sea.

On the Saturday morning we watched the start of

the first race from the bow of Alhambra, which left
from Pier 1, a beach area just around the bay, before
the racers headed east to Port of Spain. There they
turned and headed west for Chaguaramas Bay. Once
through the Bay they went out through The Bocas
before turning east out into the ocean and along the
north coast of Trinidad heading for the finish line at
Store Bay, Tobago. 

We could hardly see the boats in the distance but
the noise was quite definitely that of powerboats.
The numerous helicopters above, following the race,
confirmed that the race had begun. Soon they
turned at Port of Spain and headed our way and we
watched as they whizzed by, speeding toward
Chaguaramas Bay. 

We got into the dinghy quickly and aimed for a head-
land between TTSA and Five Islands (a group of five [!]
islands southeast of Chaguaramas) where the smaller
powerboats had just raced past. We found what we
thought would be a good spot to watch the faster
boats, especially when the really big boats came by.
We saw them start in the distance and watched the
helicopters hovering only feet above their heads as
they followed their course down to Port of Spain,
turned and headed our way. 

So there we are, bobbing around in our little dinghy,
camera in one hand, hanging on with the other, trying

to focus and track as these massively powerful speed
boats start to head our way….

I can’t repeat the language that was used as the
three huge powerboats sped past at (apparently) an
average of 100kph, only 50 yards in front of us, all up
on the plane, so not much wake — luckily. My reac-
tion was, “What if one of them had lost it right there,
that close to us?” My husband’s reply was, “Think of
the great photo you would have got!”

We sat and watched as the other boats came past
us, just as close — nowhere near as powerful but still
as impressive. I got my photos, just.

For those of us who come from more of a “nanny”
state, this was a real treat. To be able to get right up
close to such an extreme sport without officials inter-
fering and “protecting us” from ourselves. We knew
the boats would be coming through there, we knew
how fast, we also knew what a great 30-second expe-
rience it would be, with maybe just one good photo.

I understand that Mr. Solo won the race for the 15th
time out of 39 in a time of 1 hour and 7 minutes, a
new fastest time in the Super Modified Class. I can’t
imagine that I had anywhere near the experience Mr.
Solo’s team had, but I had an experience I know I
wouldn’t be able to get back home in the UK, and for
that I am grateful.

For full results visit www.ttpba.com.

THE CARIB GREAT RACE 2007

Racing powerboats roared close by our dinghy — the eventual winner is the one at left

Feeling the Power
by Michele Perrett
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W W W. Y A C H T - T R A N S P O R T . C O M

DYT USA
Telephone: + 1 954-525-8707
dyt.usa@dockwise-yt.com

DYT Newport R.I.
Telephone: +1 401 439 6377
Email ann@dockwise-yt.com

DYT Representative Martinique
Telephone: + 596 596 74 15 07
nadine.massaly@dockwise.com

ST. THOMAS TO GENOA – NOVEMBER

MARTINIQUE TO PALMA – NOVEMBER

CALL FOR SPECIALS!

Port Everglades
Freeport

Toulon Genoa

Palma de Mallorca

Newport

Marmaris

Martinique

Cherbourg
La Rochelle

St. Thomas
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Yacht at Rest, Mind at Ease

WORLD CLASS YACHT LOGISTICS

Ain’t it grand when yo’ can prove dem wrong?
Prove you right, not dem other fellas? All dem say
de stern too broad, de run not high enough (or

too high), she too heavy, an’ so. Mauve in de rebuilt
Glacier go’ be too fast fo’ dem on de draw. Marie Stella too
quick in stays fo’ dem to win so fast after ah July launch.

But Mageto-O II was ah easy winner upwind an’
down in de two days ah racin’ (August 18th an’ 19th)
in Large Decked Vessel class at de Windward Cup
regatta in Carriacou, to go wid she impressive win in
de 2007 Carriacou Regatta, an’ she is clearly de boat
to beat in de comin’ year.

An’ she may have new competition. Alwin Enoe buildin’
ah new vessel in Windward on Carriacou, an’ John ha’
another one in Petite Martinique an’ Sprat (Pipe Dream,
now in Antigua) say he may lay ah keel in de new year.

But back to de racin’. Some kinda disturbance dey
call Dean took ah little zeal outta de Saturday mornin’
Decked Vessel race as it was blowin’ a trifle from de
south-southwest an’ some good rain. All dem vessels
snugged down fo’ ah blow, so no sails bent on, sea

rough outside. All agree; no racin’ today.
But by 3:00PM dey were over de start line, goin’ fo’ de

buoy off Gun Point, balloon jibs an’ water sails
breezin’, wind east-northeast, den bound ’round
Grand Cay reef off Petit St. Vincent an’ back to
Windward Harbour. All agree: only half points towards
de Cup since only half-day race.

But from early on, it was all Uncle ‘C’ (Cecil
Compton), an’ de 40-foot Mageto-O II, (built/rebuilt
from de old 33-foot Mageto-O by he brother Bernard
Compton), showed why she won in de Carriacou
Regatta, after she sail change problems fix. Dere was
none ah dat in de Windward Cup: crew work was flaw-
less (almost) an’ after de first buoy, it was all about
second place.

An’ dat was settled early too, Marie Stella getting’ de
best ah Glacier on any draw, an’ stayin’ even on de runs.

Sunday wind perfect for racin’. We was to go under
Palm Island den over de top ah Sail Rock, an’ come
back. But de wind north-northeast an’ Glacier want de
foot ah de main alterin’, so Mauve sewin’ an’ Power

stewin’ until noon, so no time fo’ dat!  So de course
change an’ go from Windward Harbour round Jack-A-
Dan, up around Mopion an’ PSV, ’round Petite
Martinique an’ Petite Dominique, back to ah buoy off
Grand Cay in Windward, up around Grand Cay in PSV
an’ back to Windward Harbour.

Dis was ah little more complicated but not much.
Glacier won de run to Jack-A-Dan at de start but de
new main, now short in de foot, had no drive on de
wind an’ she fell well back. In de end, she retired from
de race. Mageto-O den took command, or so it seemed.
But Marie Stella, de 2002 Windward Cup winner in ah
photo-finish match race, now skippered by Hope
McLawrence for dis race (instead ah he cousin Neg)

almost caught Mageto-O at de upwind corner above
PSV:  when dey didn’t mek it, race done, as Mageto is
ah reachin’ machine an’ has an awesome kite when it
workin’ good. One last, desperate tack to de left off
PSV, hopin’ fo’ ah shift, was a header and Hope’s
hopes were done.

In de Small Decked Vessel class, Little Pin was de
winner in both races, de first skippered by Hope, de
Sunday race by Neg. De Sunday race was shortened
from de large class as de Saturday race finish after
dark fall, delayin’ de process ah de t’ree Ds: dinin’,
drinkin’ an’ dancin’!

Sunday also had plenty two-bows an’ small stern
boats, dem last from Petite Martinique where ah large
class ah dese getting’ started, wicked little t’ings and
fun too much! Clinton DeRoche’s Now For Now tie fo’
first in de stern boat class. An’ it was Andy Deroche’s
Tintey from Petite Martinique in de two-bows,.

An’ de prizes, Oh God, an’ de good food an’ music an’
de dancin’ an’ celebratin’ was another great Windward
Cup regatta, as usual, “de bes’ yet!”

THE WINDWARD CUP 2007

PERFECT 
FOR 
RACIN’

by William Pringle

Above: Cecil ‘Uncle C’ Compton of Mageta-O with the
Windward Cup

Left: Sunday morning start of the Windward Cup 
regatta. From left: Glacier, Marie Stella and Mageta-O
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Full Service Marina Facility 

VIRGIN GORDA YACHT HARBOUR

Our facility located in the heart of beautiful Virgin Gorda comprises 
a 111-slip marina and a boatyard with 12 acres of dry storage space

offering insurance approved hurricane pits to secure your vessel 
during hurricane season. 

Onsite amenities and services include a bank/ATM, a supermarket,
chandlery, restaurant, bakery, clothing store, dive shop, phone and

fax facilities, free wireless internet access, fuel, water and ice, 
laundry facilities, and an office of the BVI Tourist Board all in 

a pristine and relaxing environment. BVI Customs and immigration
located within convenient walking distance.

Tel: 284 495-5500 
284 495-5318           

Fax: 284 495-5706          
284 495-5685

Web: www.vgmarina.biz
VHF Ch: 16

LEAVE YOUR BOAT 
IN OUR CARE THIS SUMMER

IT’S MUCH MORE 
THAN A MARINA:  IT’S HOME!

WE OFFER: 
• 24 hour security

• 120 concrete slip berths
• Electricity: 220V/ 50amp; 110V/300amps 

(single phase and three phase)
• 16ft channel

• Fuel dock and bunkering
• Free satellite TV at each slip

• Telephone hook-up
• Shower facilities

• Wireless internet, banks and laundry within the complex
• Pick-up and drop-off from major supermarkets

We monitor VHF channels 16 & 79A (alpha – American system)
P.O. Box 4540, Airport Road, Sint Maarten, N.A., Caribbean   

Tel: 599-5442309    Fax: 599-5443378
Visit our website: www.sbmarina.biz   E-mail: reservations@sbmarina.biz

Over and over again our guests refer to our marina as their “Home”!
Join us this summer and continue to enjoy the hospitality.

Hurricane Dean, Martinique

Leaving Tixi Lixi 
in Lamentin

by Lorna Rudkin

We began to take the hurricane warnings seriously following a weather check on
www.caribwx.com on the 10th of August 2007. All the signs were perfect for a large
hurricane to form off the coast of Africa. Martinique was likely to be in its path.

Andy Pell and I live aboard our 43-foot ketch, Tixi Lixi, and were anchored at Pointe
du Bout in Fort de France Bay.

On August 12th we decided to tie onto a buoy in the bay at Lamentin which was
offered to us by a fellow yachty, Richard. Our motor stopped working on the way so
we dragged 14 tonnes of Tix the last mile by dinghy and moored on a temporary buoy
for the night.

Monday, August 13th, was spent tying onto a hurricane-proof buoy chained to a
three-ton concrete block. Richard’s boat was secured to a nearby buoy.

Tuesday, August 14th saw us listening very carefully to Chris Parker, who broad-
casts regularly on SSB channel 8137 in addition to the caribwx website and other
channels suited to different radios. Chris was now stating that Tropical Storm Dean
would almost certainly hit Martinique on Friday August 17th.

We spent three days clearing everything from the topsides of Tixi Lixi except the
standing rigging and the dinghy which we tied onto the deck.

By Thursday many yachties were taking the storm, now upgraded to Hurricane
Dean, seriously and many boatowners started stripping their topsides. More yachts
arrived in the bay and tucked into the mangroves.

We left Tixi and Richard’s boat to their fates and went, with Richard, to stay in Gros
Morne which is in the middle of Martinique.

The evening of the 16th was calm and restful and Andy and I stayed with friends
next door to Richard in a beautiful, old, wooden Martiniquaise house.

Just after midnight on the 17th the wind and rain started and Hurricane Dean had
arrived.

During the night the wind reached speeds in excess of 220 kilometers an hour (120
knots). The house never even creaked during the six-hour battering but we heard
trees crashing to the ground over the terrible noise of the wind. The dogs were very
alarmed and barked, constantly, at the continuing noise of trees and branches being
tossed around.

By 6:00AM silence returned and we looked out onto a changed scene. Every tree
seemed to have been chopped off at about 20 feet, and many had uprooted. It was
impossible to reach the road without first hacking a path with a machete.

Power lines were down and the electricity was off. Initial reports on our bat-
tery radio stated that no one had been killed in Martinique but the devastation
was widespread.

Roads were blocked and the rain was torrential all day and there was an edict
against people leaving their homes.

The next day the roads had been opened and we drove to Lamentin Bay to check
on the boats.

Everything had changed. Almost every buoy had moved including our three-ton
lump which had shifted about a boat length.

Most genoas, not taken down, were flapping in shreds and 16 yachts lay at vary-
ing angles on the sand and rocks around the bay.

Tixi Lixi was floating but very scratched and, the buoy having moved, was now rub-
bing against the still-standing rigging of an old wreck. Other boats had been tied
onto Tixi Lixi by a diver who was swimming around during Dean. Many had hit her
as they’d moved westwards.

The stripped-down Duogen generator had broken off at the mounting bracket and
was hanging by its securing lines. Now we had no engine and no other means of gen-
erating power, but we did have a yacht which had suffered no significant damage.

Richard’s yacht had blown onto the opposite bank — complete with his mooring
which weighed a ton — where her keel had wedged between rocks.

Fifty-eight boats were aground in the Fort de France Bay and, island-wide, 250
boats required salvaging.

The insurance assessors had arrived, from Guadeloupe, by the Sunday and with-
in four days Richard’s boat had been refloated by a salvaging company using lifting
bags, driven to Marin, hauled and checked for damage. An initial check by Richard
and Andy suggested that all stanchions, pulpit and pushpit needed replacing as did
the bent keel, rudder and rudder-post. Additionally the rocks had caused much sur-
face damage, but Richard’s boat was dry inside.

Within a week of Dean, ten of the grounded yachts in Lamentin Bay had been
recovered. The Sea Rescue boat of the French Emergency Services arrived to pull
a 40-foot yacht off the sand. Straps were put around the keel and she was dragged
off with a quick tilt to port, a spin of about 160 degrees and some terrible groans,
but she floated and was last seen rafted onto the lifeboat making its way to Fort
de France.

It’s now one week after Dean. We moved back onto Tix four days after the storm
and the engine is now working as is the Duogen, which was welded in Fort de France
within a day of being taken in.

We’ve moved back to Pointe du Bout and the island is slowly returning to normal.

‘Martinique was
likely to be in
Dean’s path…’
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HURRICANEDIARIES
by John Rowland

August 13th, 2007: We’ve begun to watch Dean and realize we have delayed in
St. Lucia too long. The reasons we are still here are many. We could run but we have
no sails. The new sails are due into Customs today, about a week late. 

Everyone in Rodney Bay Marina is talking about Dean but the atmosphere is
strangely relaxed. St. Lucia has not been hit by a hurricane since Allen in 1980.
Looking at the various weather forecast models, you can make an argument for
Dean hitting any island from Grenada to Antigua, but St. Lucia is obviously at risk.
There seem to be only a few who are taking that risk seriously and my wife Nancy
and I are definitely among that minority. 

August 14th: Most people still seem to believe that the storm will miss us. But,
when talking to some of the “old hands”, there is concern over Dean’s tendency to
stay down close to 12 degrees. You can see the concern in their eyes.

When I check Chris Parker’s website, I read a phrase which makes my blood
run cold: “…but I’m betting on a direct hit in St. Lucia”. Dean is still a Tropical
Storm but there is little doubt it will achieve hurricane status by the time it
reaches the islands.

Late in the afternoon, our sails are released from the broker. The guys in the Sail
Loft are working hard to sew the cars in place so they will be ready to put up. No
matter, it’s way too late to run.

August 15th: The mood in the marina has changed significantly. The profession-
als charged with looking after other people’s boats are busily preparing those boats
for heavy weather.

We begin our own preparation. We make arrangements to move to a double slip
tomorrow. We buy four new 30-foot dock lines. We use the lines from our single-line
reefing system to secure the aft end of the boom to the rails on the coach roof. These
lines, coupled with the boom brake, will hold the boom firm in all but the most
extreme conditions. We remove the jib spar from the forestay and secure it to the
deck. We start to strip the deck: anything which may come loose is removed or
secured. We watch and mimic the professionals. As busy as they are, they take the
time to answer our questions and offer advice.

Dean is now a Category 1 hurricane and strengthening. At his current size, what-
ever track Dean takes, it will be too close to us.

August 16th: Early in the morning, several large power boats leave, apparently
confident they still have time to run. The mood in the marina is all business.
Crews are at work securing every boat. The normally light-hearted guys are
focused and serious. 

—Continued on next page

Above: Dean’s track bisected the Lesser Antilles at the St. Lucia Channel

Below: After the storm: Silver Seas, snugly spider-webbed into a double berth at
Rodney Bay. Not visible is a stern anchor
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